Miners’ diabolical reward for record profit 


MINERS whose efforts have 
given British Coal their highest 
ever profits are being rewarded 
with. job losses, insecure wages, 
longer hours — and the threat of 
imminent privatisation. 

That was the reaction of 
Yorkshire miners’ general 
secretary Ken Homer to BC 
chairman Neil Clarke’s an- 
nouncement on 22 June that 
overall profits had risen from £78 
million to £170 million for the 
year ended 31 March. 

He also questioned by how 
much the profit figure had been 
enhanced by British Coal’s con- 
tribution holiday from _ the 
Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme. 


next nine months. 


The plan is a reaction to falling demand 
for coal from the electricity industry, 
because of competition from coal imports 
and the ‘‘dash for gas.”’ 


Board of Trade president Michael Heseltine 
has been told that the industry will be forced into 


“Mr Clarke, in reporting’ 
British Coal’s record profit, pays 
tribute to our members for their 
‘tremendous effort’ in improving 
deep-mine productivity,’’ he 
said. 

‘“‘We have to ask why the 
diabolical rewards for our 
members are so much at odds 
with those words of praise? 


**Since the Tories came to of- 
fice in 1979, the number of pits 
has fallen from 233 to 48, and the 
number of miners employed there 
from nearly 235,000 to fewer 
than 45,000. 


‘“We are now expecting an an- 
nouncement by the generating 


boards which will reduce the ex- 
pected supply contracts from the 
current level of 65 million tonnes 
for power generation to 45 
million in March 1993 and to 25 
million over five years. 


‘*This will result in the loss of 
25,000 jobs and the closure of 25 
pits — thanks to Mr Clarke’s 
negotiating skills. 


*“We are then promised further 
devastating cuts in the run-up to 
privatisation, leaving us with as 
few as 10,000 jobs in the in- 
dustry. 


**Nearly half a miners’ wage 
packet now consists of variable 
elements like overtime and incen- 


tive bonus, creating wage in- 
security and problems with fami- 
ly budgeting. 


‘*Miners have to work an in- 
creasing amount of overtime to 
make ends meet — and there are 
plans to replace the 7.5-hour 
basic working day with a 12-hour 
day and flexible working. 


‘*We also face, within a matter 
of months, the prospect of retur- 
ning to private ownership, with 
its poor safety record, under- 
investment and exploitation. 


‘“We are unable even to talk to 
Mr Clarke about these problems, 
because British Coal insist we 
must accept a conciliation scheme 


DEATH SENTENCE 


BRITISH Coal have plans to close 
another 20 pits and axe 20,000 jobs in the 


abandoning our members in 
UDM-majority areas before they 
will negotiate with us. 

‘‘What kind of reward is this 
for those whose efforts have 
boosted British Coal’s profits to 
record levels? 

‘““We must also ask whether 
and by how much those profits 
were enhanced by British Coal’s 
contribution holiday from the 
Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme, 
running from 1989 to the year 
2000 and worth some £735 
million in all.’’ 

It is reported that the £170 
million profit was underpinned 
by £100 million arising from the 
pensions holiday. 


overall proms had risen from 2/5 
million to £170 million for the 
year ended 31 March. 

He also questioned by how 
much the profit figure had been 
enhanced by British Coal’s con- 
tribution holiday from _ the 
Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme. 


next nine months. 


The plan is a reaction to falling demand 
for coal from the electricity industry, 
because of competition from coal imports 
and the ‘‘dash for gas.’’ 

Board of Trade president Michael Heseltine 
has been told that the industry will be forced into 
the breakneck closure programme once new con- 
tracts have been signed with the generating com- 


fice in 1979, the number of pits 
has fallen from 233 to 48, and the 
number of miners employed there 
from nearly 235,000 to fewer 
than 45,000. 


‘“We are now expecting an an- 
nouncement by the generating 


panies. 


If signed, those contracts 
will run from March next 
year, when current con- 
tracts run out. 

But if new supply con- 
tracts are not signed, more 
than half the remaining coal 
industry will be axed, BC 
deputy chairman Ken 
Moses announced on 22 
June. 

His prediction came at a 
press conference at which 
chairman Neil Clarke 
reported record profits for 
1991-92 — £170 million, up 
from £78 million the 
previous year. 

Ken Moses’ ‘‘worst-case 
senario’’ has the generators 
refusing to sign a contract 
and instead buying as little 
as 20 million tonnes of coal 
next year on the domestic 
market. 

_ This slump in 12 months 


the market. 

It is now- universally ac- 
cepted that both fuels are 
more expensive for electrici- 
ty generation than coal. 

Within the black fuels 
share, it is feared that 
British Coal will be squeez- 
ed by imported coal, oil and 
orimulsion. 

It is understood that 
British Coal have offered 
the generators a deal based 
on 40 million tonnes a year, 
selling at £1.50 a unit of 
energy and falling to about 
25 million tonnes over five 
years. 

That compares with the 
current 65 million tonnes at 
£1.85 a unit. 

Miners increased produc- 
tivity by a further massive 
13.1 per cent in 1991-92, 
producing 71 million tonnes 
of coal — just two per cent 


YS GEO CRORE PPE UPRRRE SOE RUE CEICE 
devastating cuts in the run-up to 
privatisation, leaving us with as 
few as 10,000 jobs in the in- 
dustry. 

‘*Nearly half a miners’ wage 
packet now consists of variable 
elements like overtime and incen- 


OT MONS, the prospect OF retur- 
ning to private ownership, with 
its poor safety record, under- 
investment and exploitation. 


‘We are unable even to talk to 
Mr Clarke about these problems, 
because British Coal insist we 
must accept a conciliation scheme 


Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme, 
running from 1989 to the year 
2000 and worth some £738 
million in all.’’ 

It is reported that the £170 
million profit was underpinned 
by £100 million arising from the 
pensions holiday. 


DEATH SENTENCE 


BRITISH Coal have plans to close 
another 20 pits and axe 20,000 jobs in the 


Hail and 
farewell 


YORKSHIRE’S_ delegation 
(above) played their usual crucial 
role at this year’s Annual Con- 
ference from 29 June to 2 July at 
Scarborough. 


Their presence was felt, not 
inet... 2c. the | avarnasholminalrv, 


ihe plan iS a Teaction to rauing aemana 
for coal from the electricity industry, 
because of competition from coal imports 
and the ‘‘dash for gas.”’ 

Board of Trade president Michael Heseltine 
has been told that the industry will be forced into 
the breakneck closure programme once new con- 
tracts have been signed with the generating com- 


panies. 


If signed, those contracts 
will run from March next 
year, when current con- 
tracts run out. 

But if new supply con- 
tracts are not signed, more 
than half the remaining coal 
industry will be axed, BC 
deputy chairman Ken 
Moses announced on 22 
June. 

His prediction came at a 
press conference at which 
chairman Neil Clarke 
reported record profits for 
1991-92 — £170 million, up 
from £78 million the 
previous year. 

Ken Moses’ ‘‘worst-case 
senario’’ has the generators 
refusing to sign a contract 
and instead buying as little 
as 20 million tonnes of coal 
next year on the domestic 
market. 

This slump in 12 months 
from the current 65 million 
tonnes would leave a rump 
coal industry of some 14 
pits, as envisaged in the 
Rothschild Report. 

He saw the optimum 
target as 50 million tonnes 
— still 15 million tonnes 
short of the current con- 
tract. 

And he foresaw Britain’s 
market for ‘‘black fuels’? — 
coal, oil and orimulsion — 
amounting to just 60 
million tonnes next year, 
because of the increasing 
share taken by gas and sub- 
sidised nuclear power’s 
guaranteed 20 per cent of 


the market. 

It is now universally ac- 
cepted that both fuels are 
more expensive for electrici- 
ty generation than coal. 

Within the black fuels 
share, it is feared that 
British Coal will be squeez- 
ed by imported coal, oil and 
orimulsion. 

It is understood that 
British Coal have offered 
the generators a deal based 
on 40 million tonnes a year, 
selling at £1.50 a unit of 
energy and falling to about 
25 million tonnes over five 
years. 

That compares with the 
current 65 million tonnes at 
£1.85 a unit. 

Miners increased produc- 
tivity by a further massive 
13.1 per cent in 1991-92, 
producing 71 million tonnes 
of coal — just two per cent 
less than the previous year 
— despite the closure of 15 
pits and the loss of 16,000 
jobs. 

Since March, productivi- 
ty has risen a further 14.6 
per cent. 

Operating costs were 
down five per cent and 
miners generated an 
operating profit of £361, up 
from £238 in the previous 
year. 

There are now 48 pits and 
41,000 miners, compared 
with 171,000 in 1985. 


@ Alarm bells’ in 
Yorkshire — see page three. 
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YORKSHIRE’S' delegation 
(above) played their usual crucial 
role at this year’s Annual Con- 
ference from 29 June to 2 July at 
Scarborough. 

Their presence was felt, not 
just as the overwhelmingly 
largest delegation, but through 
the quality of the wealth of con- 
tributions made by Yorkshire 
delegates, some attending Con- 
ference for the first time. 

Attending Conference for the 
last time in his official capacity 
was Peter Heathfield (left with 
president Arthur Scargill and 
vice-president Frank Cave), 
general secretary of the national 
union since just before the out- 
break of the 1984-85 strike. 

Tributes were paid by 
representatives of each Area in 
an emotional final session of 
Conference. 

@ Conference report and pic- 
tures — pages 5 to 12. 


LAST * year «the 
Mineworkers’ Pension 


Scheme accrued a 
surplus of £1,454 
million. 

It is my opinion that any 
surplus in the fund should 
be used to increase the pen- 
sions to. beneficiaries 
(retired miners and miners’ 
widows). 

Unfortunately, at a re- 
cent meeting, the trustees of 
the Mineworkers’ Pension 
Scheme voted by six votes 
to four to allow British 
Coal to take £435 million of 
the actuarial surplus in the 
form of a contribution holi- 
day. 

This means. that, 
although working miners 
will continue to pay into the 
pension scheme, British 
Coal will pay no further 
contributions until the year 


Pension fund monies are 
deferred wages and should 
be used to improve pensions 
to beneficiaries, not to im- 
prove British Coal’s ac- 


counts. 
There can be no doubt 


that, at a time when the 
government have made no 
secret of their intention to 
privatise the coal industry, 
this contribution holiday of 
£435 million will be a huge 
incentive to any company 
or organisation who are 
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_Letters tu the Editor on 
Write if concerned over 
BC contribution holidays 


Prendergast, voted to give 
British Coal the £435 
million pension holiday. 

Surely this is a conflict of 
interest. 

Only the four represen- 
tatives from the NUM 
voted against BC taking the 
£435 million contribution 
holiday. 

It is my intention to raise 
this issue with Frank Field 
MP (chair of the Commons 
Select Committee on Social 
Security) and request an in- 
vestigation by the commit- 
tee. 

I would urge any con- 
tributor or beneficiary of 
the pension scheme who 
shares my view to write to 
Frank Field MP, House of 
Commons, London SWIA 
OAA, and express their con- 
cern. 

Ronnie Campbell MP, 
Blyth Valley Constituency, 
Blyth. 


500 years 
of resistanc 


THE. 500... Years. of 
Resistance Campaign is 
holding an_ international 
festival and rally in Liver- 
pool on 15 August. 

The event is timed to 
coincide with the visit of the 
‘‘Columbus Regatta’’ to the 
city. from 12 to 16 August. 


@ Jean Bertrand 
Aristides, exiled president 
of Haiti, popular champion 
and Catholic priest; 

@® Manning Marable, pro- 
fessor of politics at Univer- 
sity of Colorado, black 
socialist historian and 
author of ‘‘Black American 
Politics’; 

@ Ana Guadelupe Mar- 
tinez, a comandante of the 
FMLN and one of the five 
negotiators of the recent 
peace accord in El 
Salvador; 

@ Daniel Ortega, former 
president of Nicaragua and 
secretary of the FSLN (San- 
dinistas); 

@® A.Sivanandan, editor 
of Race and Class and one 
of the most authoritative 
writers on racism and the 
experience of black people 
in Britain. 

Others invited to take 
part include Moses 
Mayekiso, of the National 
Union of Metalworkers of 
South Africa; Dr Cheddi 
Jagan, of Guyana; Rosalina 
Tuyuc, leader of Conavigua 
(the National Organisation 
of Widows in Guatemala); 
and Luis Da Silva, presi- 
dent of the Workers Party 
of Brazil. 

Organisers expect to con- 
firm attendances soon but 
already the event looks set 


ing an effect on Keetons 
and we shall continue to 
picket until we can get 
Keetons management 
around the table to 
negotiate a just and fair set- 
tlement. 

Keetons’ excuse for not 
negotiating at the moment 
is the recession. 

Companies trading with 
Keetons and EN Steel: 
APV Paramount (now 
Lake & Elliott), Cleveland; 
Osborn Steels, Low Moor, 
Bradford; Howco 
Superalloy, Barnsley; Lan- 
cashire Tubes, Bolton. 

Transport companies 
crossing picket line: Ernest 
Thorpe Transport, 
Thurgoland, Sheffield; 
Falklands Services, Ec- 
clesfield, Sheffield; JJ 
Shepherds, Oughtibridge, 
Sheffield; Earls Transport, 
Greenland Road, Sheffield; 
Fellow Transport, Birm- 
ingham. 

Weare still as determined 
as ever to fight for our 
rights, but we must have 
continued support, both 
morally and financially. 

Donations, please, to 
Keetons Strike Committee 
at the address below. 
D.Simpson, 

District secretary, 
AEU House, 
Furnival Gate, 
Sheffield S1 3HE. 


THIS month’s historical photograph is loaned by 
Yorkshire Mining Museum, at Caphouse Colliery. 

It is the only photo known to the museum of a woman 
thought to have worked underground at a Yorkshire 
colliery. 

She is Patience Earnshaw, who lived with her hus- 
i Joe and family in a cottage on Caphouse Colliery 
site. 


As a girl, she is thought to have worked underground 
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LAST: * year: the 
Mineworkers’ Pension 


Scheme accrued a 
surplus of £1,454 
million. 

It is my opinion that any 
surplus in the fund should 
be used to increase the pen- 
sions to. beneficiaries 
(retired miners and miners’ 
widows). 

Unfortunately, at a re- 
cent meeting, the trustees of 
the Mineworkers’ Pension 
Scheme voted by six votes 
to four to allow British 
Coal to take £435 million of 
the actuarial surplus in the 
form of a contribution holi- 
day. 

This means. that, 
although working miners 
will continue to pay into the 
pension scheme, British 
Coal will pay no further 
contributions until the year 


2001. t 
Pension fund monies are 


deferred wages and should 
be used to improve pensions 
to beneficiaries, not to im- 
prove British Coal’s ac- 


counts. 
There can be no doubt 


that, at a time when the 
government have made no 
secret of their intention to 
privatise the coal industry, 
this contribution holiday of 
£435 million will be a huge 
incentive to any company 
or organisation who are 
looking to take over the in- 
dustry. 

Given that the UDM have 
indicated that they will be 
putting forward proposals 
to buy the industry, it is 
worth pointing out that 


their trustee on the 
Mineworkers’ Pension 
David 


Scheme, 


B@GE Bho G2 GE Gy 


Prendergast, voted to give 
British Coal the £435 
million pension holiday. 

Surely this is a conflict of 
interest. 

Only the four represen- 
tatives from the NUM 
voted against BC taking the 
£435 million contribution 
holiday. 

It is my intention to raise 
this issue with Frank Field 
MP (chair of the Commons 
Select Committee on Social 
Security) and request an in- 
vestigation by the commit- 
wees 

I would urge any con- 
tributor or beneficiary of 
the pension scheme who 
shares my view to write to 
Frank Field MP, House of 
Commons, London SWI1A 
OAA, and express their con- 
cern. 

Ronnie Campbell MP, 
Blyth Valley Constituency, 
Blyth. 


500 years 
of resistance 


THE 500 Years 
Resistance Campaign s 
holding an_ international 
festival and rally in Liver- 
pool on 15 August. 

The event is timed to 
coincide with the visit of the 
‘‘Columbus Regatta’ to the 
city, from 12 to 16 August, 
part of the celebrations of 
Columbus’s voyage to the 
Americas, described as a 
‘“discovery’’ in the assorted 
transatlantic ceremonies. 

According to the 500 
Years of Resistance Cam- 
paign it was neither a 
discovery nor an event to be 
celebrated. 

For the Campaign, the 
500 years since the voyage 
were marked by mass exter- 
mination and slavery for 
black and indigenous 
peoples in the Americas and 


@® Jean Bertrand 
Aristides, exiled president 
of Haiti, popular champion 
and Catholic priest; 

@ Manning Marable, pro- 
fessor of politics at Univer- 
sity of Colorado, black 
socialist historian and 
author of ‘‘Black American 
Politics’’; 

@ Ana Guadelupe Mar- 
tinez, a comandante of the 
FMLN and one of the five 
negotiators of the recent 
peace accord in El 
Salvador; 

@ Daniel Ortega, former 
president of Nicaragua and 
secretary of the FSLN (San- 
dinistas); 

@® A.Sivanandan, editor 
of Race and Class and one 
of the most authoritative 
writers on racism and the 
experience of black people 
in Britain. 

Others invited to take 
part include Moses 
Mayekiso, of the National 
Union of Metalworkers of 
South Africa; Dr Cheddi 
Jagan, of Guyana; Rosalina 
Tuyuc, leader of Conavigua 
(the National Organisation 
of Widows in Guatemala); 
and Luis Da Silva, presi- 
dent of the Workers Party 
of Brazil. 

Organisers expect to con- 
firm attendances soon but 
already the event looks set 
to be one of the biggest in- 
ternational events of its 
kind in Britain for many 
years. 

For further information, 
please contact one of us 
below. 

Steve Munby 051-728-7118, 
Frank Kennedy 
051-708-6506, 
Adam Hussein 
051-708-5474, 
500 Years of Resistance 
Campaign. 


Keetons 
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ing an effect on Keetons 
and we shall continue to 
picket until we can get 
Keetons management 
around the table to 
negotiate a just and fair set- 
tlement. 

Keetons’ excuse for not 
negotiating at the moment 
is the recession. 

Companies trading with 
Keetons and EN Steel: 
APV Paramount (now 
Lake & Elliott), Cleveland; 
Osborn Steels, Low Moor, 
Bradford; Howco 
Superalloy, Barnsley; Lan- 
cashire Tubes, Bolton. 

Transport companies 
crossing picket line: Ernest 
Thorpe Transport, 
Thurgoland, Sheffield; 
Falklands Services, Ec- 
clesfield, Sheffield; JJ 
Shepherds, Oughtibridge, 
Sheffield; Earls Transport, 
Greenland Road, Sheffield; 
Fellow Transport, Birm- 
ingham. 

Weare still as determined 
as ever to fight for our 
rights, but we must have 
continued .support, both 
morally and financially. 

Donations, please, to 
Keetons Strike Committee 
at the address below. 
D.Simpson, 

District secretary, 

AEU House, 

Furnival Gate, 

Sheffield S1 3HE. 

@ On 10 July, after this 
letter was received, the 
Keetons strike — the 
longest-running strike in 
Britain — entered its 
seventh year. Ed. 


Political 
prisoners 


SOUTHERN Africa The 
Imprisoned Society 
(SATIS), in conjuntion 
with the Anti-Apartheid 


THIS sith s historical idaeseriae is Veet by 
Yorkshire Mining Museum, at Caphouse Colliery. 

It is the only photo known to the museum of a woman 
thought to have worked underground at a Yorkshire 
colliery. 

She is Patience Earnshaw, who lived with her hus- 
bem Joe and family in a cottage on Caphouse Colliery 
site. 

As a girl, she is thought to have worked underground 
at one of Lister Kaye’s pits, until an accident with a can- 
dle set her hair alight. She then went into service with 
the owner’s family. 

The museum would be delighted to hear of any other 
women miners who worked in the Yorkshire coalfield. 

Details, please, to Rosemary Preece, Curator, 
Yorkshire Mining Museum, Caphouse Colliery, New 
Road, Overton, Wakefield WF4 4RH (tel: 
0924-848806). 

DPOPOPPPOPGOOO OOD 

We welcome the loan of any pictures or similar 
memorabilia showing aspects of pit life in the past. 

Please send or bring them to the address on this page, 
with any explanatory details you have — and your name 
and address so they can be safely returned. 
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secret of their intention to 
privatise the coal industry, 
this contribution holiday of 
£435 million will be a huge 
incentive to any company 
or organisation who are 
looking to take over the in- 
dustry. 

Given that the UDM have 
indicated that they will be 
putting forward proposals 
to buy the industry, it is 
worth pointing out that 
their trustee on the 
Mineworkers’ Pension 
Scheme, 


‘Yorkshire Miner, 
2 Huddersfield Road, 
Barnsley, 


festival and rally in Liver- 
pool on 15 August. 

The event is timed to 
coincide with the visit of the 
‘‘Columbus Regatta’ to the 
city, from 12 to 16 August, 
part of the celebrations of 
Columbus’s voyage to the 
Americas, described as a 
‘“discovery’’ in the assorted 
transatlantic ceremonies. 

According to the 500 
Years of Resistance Cam- 
paign it was neither a 
discovery nor an event to be 
celebrated. 

For the Campaign, the 
500 years since the voyage 
were marked by mass exter- 
mination and slavery for 
black and indigenous 
peoples in the Americas and 
Africa. 

The Campaign was in- 
itially established in Latin 
America by a wide range of 
indigenous, black and 
popular organisations and 
has since been joined by 
groups in North America, 
the Caribbean and Europe. 

The 15 August festival 
and rally will feature a wide 
range of international 
figures representing a cross- 
section of the peoples of the 
Americas and Africa. 

Speakers confirmed to 
date include: 


FIRE SPARES 
and ACCESSORIES 


* Fuel Appliance Spares always in stock for all 


popular makes. 


* Accessories — buckets, fire irons etc. 


* Marble/Slate Hearths a Speciality 
CALL NOW AT OUR LARGE SHOWROOM 


BUMFORD HEATING 


TEL BARNSLEY 


749300 


MILLHOUSES STREET, HOYLAND, BARNSLEY 
Open9-5 9-8pm Wednesday 9-4pm Saturday 


Luis Da silva, presi- 
dent of the Workers Party 
of Brazil. 

Organisers expect to con- 
firm attendances soon but 
already the event looks set 
to be one of the biggest in- 
ternational events of its 
kind in Britain for many 
years. 

For further information, 
please contact one of us 
below. 

Steve Munby 051-728-7118, 
Frank Kennedy 
051-708-6506, 
Adam Hussein 
051-708-5474, 
500 Years of Resistance 
Campaign. 


Keetons 
dispute 


FOR the latest position in 
this long and bitter dispute, 
your attention is drawn to 
EN Steel Stockholders. 

As stated in previous let- 
ters, this company occupies 
the same site as Keetons and 
is used by Keetons man- 
power. 

We have concrete 
evidence that EN Steel 
Stockholders is owned by 
the Doyle family who are 
also the owners of Keetons. 

Please treat both these 
companies in the traditional 
way. 

It is our belief that the 
sub-letting of factory units 
in Keetons helps to sustain 
the running of Keetons and 
EN Steel. 

Companies renting units 
are Harry Hodges (Demoli- 
tion), Air-Wade and G Bell 
Cranes. 

We continue to maintain 
a steadfast picket line 
monitoring work going in 
and out. 

Our presence is still hav- 


Keetons Strike Committee 
at the address below. 
D.Simpson, 

District secretary, 

AEU House, 

Furnival Gate, 

Sheffield S1 3HE. 

@ On 10 July, after this 
letter was received, the 
Keetons strike the 
longest-running strike in 
Britain entered its 
seventh year. Ed. 


Political 
prisoners 


SOUTHERN Africa The 
Imprisoned Society 
(SATIS), in conjuntion 
with the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement, launched a 
campaign in June to ensure 
the release of all political 
prisoners in South Africa, 
including the remaining 
eight on Death Row. 

Despite the agreements 
reached by the regime in the 
Pretoria Minute, stating 
that all political prisoners 
would be released by April 
1991, over a year later 
almost 400 continue to be 
incarcerated in apartheid. 
jails. 

We are requesting in- 
dividuals and organisations 
to mount a letter-writing 
campaign on behalf of one 
or more of the prisoners. 

A campaign pack has 
been produced specifically 
for this purpose. 

International solidarity is 
crucial during this period. 
The pressure that compelled 
de Klerk to release Nelson 
Mandela and other political 
prisoners must be maintain- 
ed to force the regime to 
act. 

Help make this happen. 
Join the campaign now. 

More information about 


AUES the OMY PHOLO KHOwn to the museum of a woman 
thought to have worked underground at a Yorkshire 


colliery. 


She is Patience Earnshaw, who lived with her hus- 
band Joe and family in a cottage on Caphouse Colliery 


site. 


Asa girl, she is thought to have worked underground 
at one of Lister Kaye’s pits, until an accident with a can- 
dle set her hair alight. She then went into service with 


the owner’s family. 


The museum would be delighted to hear of any other 
women miners who worked in the Yorkshire coalfield. 


Details, please, 


to Rosemary 


Preece, Curator, 


Yorkshire Mining Museum, Caphouse Colliery, New 


Road, Overton, 
0924-848806). 


Wakefield WF4 4RH (tel: 


DPECOPPPOPODOC OPP 
We welcome the loan of any pictures or similar 
memorabilia showing aspects of pit life in the past. 
Please send or bring them to the address on this page, 
with any explanatory details you have — and your name 


the ‘‘Free All Political 
Prisoners’? campaign can 
be had from the address 
below. 

SATIS, Py 

13 Mandela Street, 
London NW1 0DW. 

(tel: 01-387-7966) 


I AM writing with regard to 
Armthorpe Branch’s first 
aid team. 

Our first aid team has 
won the opportunity of go- 
ing to New Zealand in Oc- 
tober, representing Great 
Britain in the Com- 
monwealth St John Am- 
bulance Championships. 

This opportunity has 


been gained through the 
team’s hard work and 


-dedication to first aid. 


They are an important 
part of the structure of our 
pit, offering help and ad- 
vice to men at work. They 
also run educational classes 
in the evenings for local 


and address so they can be safely returned. 


people and organisations. 

We are all trying to raise 
money on their behalf. The 
cost of the air fares is in ex- 
cess of £6,000. At the mo- 
ment, over £2,000 has been 
raised. 

This is therefore a request 
for donations towards the 
expense of the team’s air 
fare. 

Please make any dona- 
tions payable to Stephen 
Thompson, Secretary, 
Markham Main St John 
Ambulance Brigade, c/o 
Armthorpe Branch (NUM), 
Markham Main Colliery, 
Armthorpe, Doncaster. 
Steve Taylor, 

Delegate, 
Armthorpe NUM. 


FOLLOWING closure of their pit earlyin 1991, Dearne Valley's former branch official 
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s put the remainder of their branch 


fund to the best possible use — a gift to the Disabled Miners’ Centre, at Pontefract. Our picture shows the presentation, 
at the Centre, on Tuesday 23 June. Former branch officials Graham Jarosz (treasurer, right with cheque) and Gary 
Carline (secretary, standing next to him) present a cheque for £2,050, to CISWO’s Keith Fieldhouse, observed by some 
of the Centre’s members and supervisor Kath Grice. 


Next wave of cuts 
begins in Yorkshire 


ALARM bells are ring- 
ing in Yorkshire, where 
1,000 jobs are to go 
from three pits in the 
Selby Group and a fur- 
ther three pits in South 
Yorkshire remain in 
the review procedure. 
The Selby Group jobs are 


ingley and Sharlston in par- 
ticular, despite the group’s 
record 11.5 million tonnes 
output-per-manshift and 
the fact that it exceeded its 
production target by 
600,000 tonnes. 

Selby Group director 
Alan Houghton spoke of a 
‘‘very serious’’ situation at 
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faced closure were put 
about before the review 
meeting, leading to some 
relief that the pit was ear- 


marked instead for ‘‘a 
substantial reduction in 
manpower.”’ 


The main cause for con- 
cern was said to be ‘‘unac- 
ceptably poor development 
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Houghton Main in the 
review procedure. 
Armthorpe. was already 
under sentence of closure, 
due to occur when current 
faces are worked out. 
Yorkshire miners’ 
general secretary Ken 
Homer condemned the 
rumours marking out Kell- 
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THE Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme fund 
managers’ report, published on 11 July, admitted 
that British Coal have creamed off £435 million. 
NUM national president Arthur Scargill, pointing 
out that BC’s contribution holiday equated to a 16 
per cent increase for pensioners, repeated that the 
union intended to pursue legal action ‘‘for the 
return of these deferred wages’’ if necessary to the 
European Court in Strasbourg. 
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THE success of Dearne Valley Colliery’s reunion 
in December 1991, following closure of the pit at 
the beginning of the year, has led to a second reu- 
nion in 1992. More than 110 former workers at- 
tended last year’s social, organised by Derek 
Vamplew, who has also taken responsibility for 
this year’s event, from 7pm onwards on 5 October 
at Station Road WMC, Wombwell. He is appeal- 
ing for anyone who wishes to attend to contact 
him on Barnsley 341542, so the likely attendance 
can be estimated. Former workers of all grades 
are invited, with partners, whether or not they 
were still working at the pit when it closed. 
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HUNDREDS of people, mostly mineworkers, are 
missing, following a landslide in the northern 
Vietnamese province of Cao Bang on 24 July. 
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FORMER shadow energy secretary Frank Dob- 
son, whose role disappeared with the abolition of 
government energy secretary soon after the 
general election, has been given the employment 
brief in newly-elected Labour leader John Smith’s 
shadow cabinet. Robin Cook now holds the 
senior Opposition energy post, shadowing Board 
of Trade president Michael Heseltine. 


Dis Bac ceo 

BRITISH Coal have agreed a cost-of-living in- 
crease of 4.1 per cent in Voluntary Early Retire- 
ment Scheme weekly payments, in line with the 
Retail Prices Index increase for the 12 months en- 
ding March 1992 — for about 39 men now receiv- 
ing such benefit. 

SRO ES 

THE first Coalite-CISWO Coal Industry National 
Matchplay Snooker Championship will begin in 
August. Entries for the new event must be receiv- 
ed before 18 August by the Senior Social Welfare 
Officer. CISWO. Halfpenny Lane. Pontefract 
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FOLLOWING closure of their pit early in 1991, Dearne Valley’s former branch officials put the remainder of their branch 


fund to the best possible use — a gift to the Disabled Miners’ Centre, at Pontefract. Our picture shows the presentation, 
at the Centre, on Tuesday 23 June. Former branch officials Graham Jarosz (treasurer, right with cheque) and Gary 
Carline (secretary, standing next to him) present a cheque for £2,050, to CISWO’s Keith Fieldhouse, observed by some 
of the Centre’s members and supervisor Kath Grice. 


Next wave of cuts 
begins in Yorkshire 


ALARM bells are ring- 
ing in Yorkshire, where 
1,000 jobs are to go 
from three pits in the 
Selby Group and a fur- 
ther three pits in South 
Yorkshire remain in 
the review procedure. 

The Selby Group jobs are 
going from Sharlston, Kell- 
ingley and Prince of Wales 
pits, following the quarterly 
review meeting on 21 July 
— the day before British 
Coal’s record profits were 
announced. 

British Coal used the 
meeting to threaten Kell- 


ingley and Sharlston in par- 
ticular, despite the group’s 
record 11.5 million tonnes 
output-per-manshift and 
the fact that it exceeded its 


production target by 
600,000 tonnes. 
Selby Group director 


Alan Houghton spoke of a 
‘very serious’’ situation at 
Sharlston, where there was 
“a disappointing perfor- 
mance from four faces’’ 
and all output was going to 
stock. 


The pit’s results would be 


“closely monitored,’’ he 
said. 


Rumours that Kellingley 


faced closure were put 
about before the review 
meeting, leading to some 
relief that the pit was ear- 
marked instead for ‘‘a 
substantial reduction in 
manpower.’’ 


The main cause for con- 
cern was said to be ‘‘unac- 
ceptably poor development 
rates,’’ putting it into the 
“top ten’’ of the country’s 
high-cost pits. 

At South Yorkshire’s 
review meeting — on the 
same day as the profits an- 
nouncement — director 
Bob Siddall kept Hatfield, 
Grimethorpe and 


Giant joins the 
circling vultures 


GIANT asset-strippers Hanson have thrown their hat into the ring as 
potential buyers of British Coal. 


The takeover kings caus- 
ed massive protests when 
they said they were onlyif the industry was sold 
prepared to buy all of as a whole and depending 
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Hanson are thought to be 
interested in British Coal 


Trade president Michael 
Heseltine, challenging him 
to come clean about the 
future of the industry. 


Houghton Main in the 
review procedure. 

Armthorpe was already 
under sentence of closure, 
due to occur when current 
faces are worked out. 

Yorkshire miners’ 
general secretary Ken 
Homer condemned the 
rumours marking out Kell- 
ingley for imminent closure 
because of geological pro- 
blems. 

“‘We were told at the 
review meeting that all pits 
in the Selby Group have 
contributed to its success in 
the past quarter, with pro- 
duction of 3.7 million ton- 
nes, 600,000 tonnes over 
target,’’ he said. 

‘Although Kellingley 
had problems in the past 
quarter, it achieved tonnage 
targets and made a positive 
contribution in June. 

“It is again making a 
positive contribution in Ju- 
ly and we have no grounds 
to believe it will not con- 
tinue to meet the tonnage 
levels required. 

“‘Kellingley’s problems 
were caused by ‘face gaps’, 
which can be remedied by 
improving drivage ratec. 


tended fast years social, Orpamisead DY Werek 
Vamplew, who has also taken responsibility for 
this year’s event, from 7pm onwards on 5 October 
at Station Road WMC, Wombwell. He is appeal- | 
ing for anyone who wishes to attend to contact 
him on Barnsley 341542, so the likely attendance 
can be estimated. Former workers of all grades 
are invited, with partners, whether or not they 
were still working at the pit when it closed. 


HUNDREDS of people, mostly mineworkers, are 
missing, following a landslide in the northern 
Vietnamese province of Cao Bang on 24 July. 
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FORMER shadow energy secretary Frank Dob- 
son, whose role disappeared with the abolition of 
government energy secretary soon after the 
general election, has been given the employment 
brief in newly-elected Labour leader John Smith’s 
shadow cabinet. Robin Cook now holds the 
senior Opposition energy post, shadowing Board 
of Trade president Michael Heseltine. 


BRITISH Coal have agreed a cost-of-living in- 
crease of 4.1 per cent in Voluntary Early Retire- 
ment Scheme weekly payments, in line with the 
Retail Prices Index increase for the 12 months en- 
ding March 1992 — for about 39 men now receiv- 
ing such benefit. 
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THE first Coalite-CISWO Coal Industry National 
Matchplay Snooker Championship will begin in 
August. Entries for the new event must be receiv- 
ed before 18 August by the Senior Social Welfare 
Officer, CISWO, Halfpenny Lane, Pontefract 
WF8 4AY. Players reaching the final, to be held 
in December during the televised Coalite World 
Matchplay Championship, will play on the cham- 
pionship table in the main arena, for substantial 
cash prizes and trophies, and with the chance to 
meet leading professional players. Details of 
eligibility and rules are available from branches. 
DES ae 

FORMER Labour leader Neil Kinnock used his 
departure from office to take a side-swipe at the 
NUM and their leadership. He told TV-am inter- 
viewer David Frost that one of his great regrets 
was not demanding that the NUM leadership call a 
ballot early in the 1984-85 strike. He said he made 
“the critical error of not basing all my views on 
the miners’strike on the need to have had a ballot 
in the first place.’’ 


BRITISH Coal’s appeal in the case of canteen 
workers’ equal value claims will take place at the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal from 28 
September. 

Bra eae epee 

PLANS for a 23-turbine wind farm on moorland 


near Halifax have been approved by Michael 
Heceltine. then enviranment scecretarv.. The ioint 


from three pits in the 
Selby Group and a fur- 
ther three pits in South 
Yorkshire remain in 
the review procedure. 

The Selby Group jobs are 
going from Sharlston, Kell- 
ingley and Prince of Wales 
pits, following the quarterly 
review meeting on 21 July 
— the day before British 
Coal’s record profits were 
announced. 

British Coal used the 
meeting to threaten Kell- 
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the fact that it exceeded its 
production target by 
600,000 tonnes. 

Selby Group director 
Alan Houghton spoke of a 
“‘very serious’”’ situation at 
Sharlston, where there was 
“a disappointing perfor- 
mance from four faces’’ 
and all output was going to 
stock. 

The pit’s results would be 
“closely monitored,’’ he 
said. 

Rumours that Kellingley 


PRUNE Ullal LHe Pil Was Calin 
marked instead for ‘‘a 
substantial reduction in 
manpower.”’ 

The main cause for con- 
cern was said to be ‘‘unac- 
ceptably poor development 
rates,’’ putting it into the 
“top ten’’ of the country’s 
high-cost pits. 

At South Yorkshire’s 
review meeting — on the 
same day as the profits an- 
nouncement — _ director 
Bob Siddall kept Hatfield, 
Grimethorpe and 


Giant joins the 
circling vultures 


GIANT asset-strippers Hanson have thrown their hat into the ring as 
potential buyers of British Coal. 


The takeover kings caus- 
ed massive protests when 
they said they were 
prepared to buy all of 
PowerGen when the elec- 
tricity industry was privatis- 
ed two years ago, in a deal 
which eventually fell 
through. 

Hanson are already one 
of the world big names in 
coal, as owners of the 
USA’s Peabody group, the 
world’s biggest private coal 
producer. 

Their record shows them 
not to be averse to shedding 
productive jobs for quick- 
buck profits, a bleak pro- 
spect for a coal industry 
predicted to be skeletal by 
the time of any privatisa- 
tion. 

Questions are being ask- 
ed about the degree to 
which Peabody’s massive 
production pushes down 
world coal prices — itself a 
threat to the UK coal in- 
dustry. 


Hanson are thought to be 
interested in British Coal 
only if the industry was sold 
as a whole and depending 
on its contracts with the 
electricity generators. 

But in his last few days as 
shadow energy secretary, 
Frank Dobson MP warned: 
‘‘There is no future for the 
industry unless it gets long- 
term, high-take contracts 
with the generating in- 
dustries. 

“‘That doesn’t mean to 
say no one would buy the 
industry. Asset-strippers 
would love to lay hands on 
the real estate. 

‘‘They have more interest 
in the land that lies above 
than in the coal that lies 
below. 

“‘They would also like to 
lay hands on the pension 
funds which are worth ten 
times more than the in- 
dustry itself.’’ 

He was commenting on a 
letter he sent to Board of 


Trade president Michael 
Heseltine, challenging him 
to come clean about the 
future of the industry. 

In it he said miners were 
being treated like chattels 
— their future decided in 
secret deals between Tory 
ministers, Tory merchant 
bankers and Tory-run 
multi-nationals. 


Other companies to have 
declared an interest in buy- 
ing British Coal include 
Anglo United, owners of 
Coalite, and Ryan Group, 
Britain’s biggest private 
coal producer. 

The UDM are moving to 
form a buy-out consortium 
with Lloyds Bank. 

The government is 
thought to be encouraging 
BACM, who have also 
declared interest in a 
management buy-out, to 
join forces with the 
breakaway in a bid for the 
Notts pits. 


MEIMIOL SEMLEMICe OF ClOSUTe, 
due to occur when current 
faces are worked out. 

Yorkshire miners’ 
general secretary Ken 
Homer condemned the 
rumours marking out Kell- 
ingley for imminent closure 
because of geological pro- 
blems. 

““We were told at the 
review meeting that all pits 
in the Selby Group have 
contributed to its success in 
the past quarter, with pro- 
duction of 3.7 million ton- 
nes, 600,000 tonnes over 
target,’’ he said. 

‘Although Kellingley 
had problems in the past 
quarter, it achieved tonnage 
targets and made a positive 
contribution in June. 


“It is again making a 
positive contribution in Ju- 
ly and we have no grounds 
to believe it will not con- 
tinue to meet the tonnage 
levels required. 

‘*Kellingley’s problems 
were caused by ‘face gaps’, 
which can be remedied by 
improving drivage rates. 

‘*Kellingley has not been 
placed in the review pro- 
cedure and we hope that 
will not be necessary, 
because discussions are con- 
tinuing at local level to im- 
prove drivage rates and 
meet the necessary develop- 
ment targets. 


“Contrary to  specula- 
tion, it is untrue that Kell- 
ingley has any major 
geological problems which 
are causing concern or that 
it is facing closure. 

“The principal problem 
at Sharlston — the only 
other pit in the group caus- 
ing concern — is the market 
and the fact that there are 
no stocking facilities in the 
Selby complex itself, mean- 
ing that coal has to be 
stocked at the group’s 
outlying pits.”’ 
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ing such benefit. 
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THE first Coalite-CISWO Coal Industry National 
Matchplay Snooker Championship will begin in ° 
August. Entries for the new event must be receiv- 
ed before 18 August by the Senior Social Welfare 
Officer, CISWO, Halfpenny Lane, Pontefract 
WES8 4AY. Players reaching the final, to be held 
in December during the televised Coalite World 
Matchplay Championship, will play on the cham- 
pionship table in the main arena, for substantial 
cash prizes and trophies, and with the chance to 
meet leading professional players. Details of 
eligibility and rules are available from branches. 
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FORMER Labour leader Neil Kinnock used his 
departure from office to take a side-swipe at the 
NUM and their leadership. He told TV-am inter- 
viewer David Frost that one of his great regrets 
was not demanding that the NUM leadership call a 
ballot early in the 1984-85 strike. He said he made 
‘the critical error of not basing all my views on 
the miners’strike on the need to have had a ballot 
in the first place.’’ 


BRITISH Coal’s appeal in the case of canteen 
workers’ equal value claims will take place at the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal from 28 
September. 
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PLANS for a 23-turbine wind farm on moorland 
near Halifax have been approved by Michael 
Heseltine, then environment secretary. The joint 
initiative by Yorkshire Water and Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity for the 260-acre farm on Ovenden Moor 
was approved by the Department of the Environ- 
ment after a public inquiry. It will provide enough 
electricity to power 4,500 homes from 1993. 


NATIONAL president Arthur Scargill called for 
support for the Pergamon 23, NUJ members sack- 
ed by the late unlamented Robert Maxwell, at an 
international trade union rally in Amsterdam in 
June to mark the third anniversary of the strike 
which led to their sacking. The rally was held in 
Holland because Maxwell subsequently sold 
Pergamon to Dutch company Elsevier. Sharing 
the platform with the president and Pergamon 
striker Anna Wagstaff were Dutch trade unionists 
who called for their reinstatement by Elsevier. 
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HONORARY NUM member Frank Watters has 
been nominated by the union for the TUC Gold 
Badge — their highest award. Frank began work 
in the Scottish coalfield in the 1930s and was a key 
figure in mobilising for subsequent miners’ strug- 
gles — including the historic 1972 Saltley Gate 
picket and throughout the 1984-85 strike. 
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AROUND the coalfield. .. . 
Left: Grimethorpe Branch’s 
old folk settle down for a 
grand spread at the annual 
tea organised by their 
branch, at Grimethorpe 
WMC on 16 July. Below: 
Open Day at the Disabled 
Miners’ Centre, Pontefract, 
with a wealth of outdoor 
activities from coconut shy 
to band concert and, _ in- 
doors, the CISWO Art and 
Craft Show. Our lower pic- 
ture shows Norman Tapey, 
former Allerton Bywater 
underground loco driver, 
with one of his stained glass 
lamps, which was com- 
mended in the senior craft 
section. 


TWO BRITAINS _ 


A MAGNIFICENT castle that once housed the 
Royal Greenwich Observatory is up for sale — after 
having its price slashed by an astronomical £30 
million. Offers of more than £5 million are being in- 
vited for the 15th century Herstmonceux Castle, in 
East Sussex, which has a moat, 140 rooms and 500 
acres of ground. But the price is a snip compared 
with the £35 million that a US investment trust of- 
fered for the castle two years ago. 

Morning Star 09.07.92 


A DISABLED Barnsley man was left deeply shocked 
after being sentenced to 14 days in jail when he 
thought he had been going to court to sort out a poll 
tax mix-up. 

Barnsley Star 10.07.92 


FOUR Royals fly to and from the SAME parts of 
the country today «— in separate aircraft at a cost of 
over £17,000. 

Daily Mirror 09.07.92 


SOCIAL conditions in Britain’s inner cities have fail- 
ed to catch up with the rest of the country in the 15 
years since the Government first highlighted urban 
problems. According to a new report, statistics 
measuring key aspects of urban life show ‘‘surpris- 
ingly little has been achieved”’ in Britain’s blackspots 
since 1977. 

Yorkshire Post 14.07.92 


THE Queen was accused of being greedy by MPs 
yesterday after seeking £300,000 of taxpayers’ money 
to build a fence on her Balmoral estate. The world’s 
richest woman wants the cash from the Forestry 
Commission to keep red deer from spoiling the Scot- 
tish estate’s ancient pine woodland. 

Today 13.07.92 


LABOUR blamed unemployment and government 
neglect of inner cities for the rioting and arson on 
Bristol’s Hartcliffe estate early yesterday morning. 
Morning Star 18.07.92 


DIRECTORS of Yorkshire Water had a 34 per cent 
rise last year — and consultants recommended they 
should have been paid even more. 

Yorkshire Evening Post 14.07.92 


ALMOST half of Scotland’s workers receive wages 
halaw the law.nav threchald of £1285 a week the 
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mended in the senior craft 
section. 


Yorkshire 
Area NUM 


Surgeries 


An NUM Surgery willbe held 
in Adwick Town Hall on 

Saturday, 15th August, 1992 
from 10.30 a.m. to end at 12 


noon. 


The Surgery will be held so 
as to aive advice to NUM 
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SOCIAL conditions in Britain’s inner cities have fail- 
ed to catch up with the rest of the country in the 15 
years since the Government first highlighted urban 
problems. According to a new report, statistics 
measuring key aspects of urban life show ‘‘surpris- 
ingly little has been achieved”’ in Britain’s blackspots 
since 1977. 

Yorkshire Post 14.07.92 
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THE Queen was accused of being greedy by MPs 
yesterday after seeking £300,000 of taxpayers’ money 
to build a fence on her Balmoral estate. The world’s 
richest woman wants the cash from the Forestry 
Commission to keep red deer from spoiling the Scot- 
tish estate’s ancient pine woodland. 

Today 13.07.92 

PMA RATA 

LABOUR blamed unemployment and government 
neglect of inner cities for the rioting and arson on 
Bristol’s Hartcliffe estate early yesterday morning. 
Morning Star 18.07.92 


DIRECTORS of Yorkshire Water had a 34 per cent 
rise last year — and consultants recommended they 
should have been paid even more. 

Yorkshire Evening Post 14.07.92 


ALMOST half of Scotland’s workers receive wages 
below the low-pay threshold of £185 a week, the 
Scottish Low Pay Unit revealed yesterday. In all, 
870,000 workers are low paid, with 75 per cent of 
part-time workers, mainly women, below the £4.92 
an hour threshold. 

Morning Star 23.07.92 

(TRS TH TUR 

BRITAIN’S richest man, the Duke of Westminster, 
would rather be plain Joe Bloggs, it was revealed 
yesterday. The 40-year-old toff — who owns most of 
London’s Mayfair, vast sections of Belgravia and 
huge country estates — is worth around £3,500 
million. But he wishes he could give it all up and live 
like an ordinary man. 

Daily Mirror 08.07.92 

ITLL RN GRETA AAT EOS 

BRITAIN’S children die younger and live in greater 
poverty than many of their European counterparts, 
according to figures out today. 

Barnsley Star 24.06.92 
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Yorkshire 
Area NUM 


Surgeries 


An NUM Surgery will be held 
in Adwick Town Hall on 
Saturday, 15th August, 1992 
from 10.30 a.m. to end at 12 
noon. 


The Surgery will be held so 
as to give advice to NUM 
members, redundant 
mineworkers, pensioners and 
widows where their collieries 
have closed, on such subjects 
as convalescence, 
concessionary fuel, 
mineworkers’ pension, funeral 
benefits, deafness and limited 
membership. 


This Surgery is for 

Men or women who 

have no branch left 
open. 


Come and meet a member 
of the Yorkshire Area 
Executive Committee and 
talk over your pit-related 
problems. 


THE final mystery portrait in our competition was Ed- 
ward Cowey (above), president of West Yorkshire 
Miners’ Association, 1874 and 1876 to 1881, and presi- 
dent of Yorkshire Miners’ Association, 1881 to 1903. 


® Winner of the final £10 prize was again W.Joyce 
(Hatfield), 1 Beech Grove, Conisbrough. 


DIRECTORS of Yorkshire Water had a 34 per cent 


rise last year — and consultants recommended they 
should have been paid even more. 
Yorkshire Evening Post 14.07.92 


ALMOST half of Scotland’s workers receive wages 
below the low-pay threshold of £185 a week, the 
Scottish Low Pay Unit revealed yesterday. In all, 
870,000 workers are low paid, with 75 per cent of 
part-time workers, mainly women, below the £4.92 
an hour threshold. 

Morning Star 23.07.92 
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BRITAIN’S richest man, the Duke of Westminster, 
would rather be plain Joe Bloggs, it was revealed 
yesterday. The 40-year-old toff — who owns most of 
London’s Mayfair, vast sections of Belgravia and 
huge country estates — is worth around £3,500 
million. But he wishes he could give it all up and live 
like an ordinary man. 

Daily Mirror 08.07.92 


BRITAIN’S children die younger and live in greater 
poverty than many of their European counterparts, 
according to figures out today. 

Barnsley Star 24.06.92 


CREDITED with having helped turn round 
Woolworths and now attempting to work the same 
magic on Asda, the Leeds-based superstore group, 
with a salary of £430,000 a year, Archie Norman, 37, 
is having less success on his second home front on the 
Scottish island of Lismore. 

Daily Mail 26.06.92 


BRITAIN’S soaring crime rate is today firmly linked 
to the Tory policies which create poverty and 
unemployment — by the Government’s OWN 
figures. They show that CRIME, DRUNKENNESS, 
rising DRUG ABUSE and ILLEGITIMACY are 
worse in areas of high poverty and unemployment. 
Daily Mirror 09.07.92 


THE row over huge pay rises for Britain’s power 
bosses grew yesterday with details of a windfall for 
the head of London Electricity. The pay of John 
Wilson has grown to £162,000 — a 160 per cent in- 
crease in less than two years. Another salary increase 
is already being considered. 

‘Daily Mail 25.06.92 

2S ALIN ESL 

ONE hundred and forty-four houses a day were 
repossessed in the first three months of this year and 
the crisis is worsening, according to a survey from 
Roof, the magazine of the housing charity Shelter. 
Guardian 24.06.92 
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CONFERENCE 1992 CONFERENCE 1992 CONFERENCE 1992 


De Klerk’s war 


on the South 
African people 


WHERE is the militancy of the British miners? 
That was the challenge of South African NUM 
branch secretary George Nkadimeng. 

His challenge was well backed UWUSA, formed 


received. With the excep- with government con- 
tion of retiring general pjvyance, 


Privatisation’s 
history lesson 


MONEY taken by British Coal as a contribution 


holiday from the Mineworkers’ Pension Fund 
might be used in their closure programme, said 
Arthur Scargill in his Presidential Address to 


Conference. 


“In my view, pension 
fund monies taken by 
British Coal’s contribution 
holiday will be used to ‘im- 
prove’ redundancy benefits 
as British Coal seeks to 
close more pits and axe 
more jobs,”’ he said. 

It would also be used, he 
believed, to fund all or part 
of an annual wage increase 
and as ‘‘bait’’ to tempt 
multinationals or a manage- 
ment buy-out, with the pro- 
‘spective employer not hav- 
ing to pay contributions un- 
til the year 2001. 

‘*T hope that, on this vital 
issue, the NUM will 
vigorously pursue a case in 
the European Court, seek- 
ing a declaration that the 
millions of pension fund 
monies taken by BC from 
the MPS must be repaid by 
the employer to that fund,’’ 
he said. 

“Our case is simple — 
these monies, deferred 
wages, should be used for 
one purpose only: to pro- 
vide pensions and 
associated benefits to 
retired mineworkers and 
their families. 

‘‘What is happening to 
the pension fund monies is, 


‘*Participation in 
management buy-outs 
won’t protect our members, 
pits, jobs or communities. 

“It seldom if ever has. 
Britain’s miners have at- 
tempted ‘buy-outs’ or co- 
operative ventures before 
— with disastrous results.’’ 

He gave details of two 
miners’ co-operative ven- 
tures of 1875 — both of 
which collapsed the follow- 
ing year, with immense 
losses to those involved. 

‘*The co-operatives failed 
to recognise that they were 
operating in a_ hostile 
capitalist environment 
where both suppliers of 
goods and purchasers of 
coal had vested interests in 
seeing the ventures fail,’’ he 
said. 

“It was partly these ex- 
periences that led to the 
MFGB recognising that the 
real answer to privatisation 
was public ownership and 
in 1947 the objective and 
the dream became a reality. 

‘‘Our forerunners fought 
too hard for us to sacrifice 
nationalisation without a 


Arthur Scargill. 


fight.”’ 
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George Nkadimeng. 


De Klerk’s war 
on the South 


African 


people 


WHERE is the militancy of the British miners? 
That was the challenge of South African NUM 
branch secretary George Nkadimeng. 


His challenge was well 
received. With the excep- 
tion of retiring general 
secretary Peter Heathfield, 
George Nkadimeng was the 
only speaker to get a stan- 
ding ovation. 


“This morning, when 
delegates were debating 
privatisation, I asked 
myself one question,’ he 
told Conference. 


‘‘There is a book called 
‘The Militancy of British 
Miners’ by Vic Allen. I 
asked myself where is that 
militancy? 


“‘If there is any delegate 
here who supports 
privatisation, he needs to be 
charged with high treason 
— and the penalty is a death 
sentence. 

‘‘Privatisation means one 
thing — having all the gains 
that your forefathers won 
taken away from you.’’ 

From South Africa, it 
seemed that Margaret That- 
cher in the 1980s wanted to 
bury the NUM once and for 
all. 

But when Arthur Scargill 
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backed UWUSA, formed 
with government con- 
nivance. 


‘“*‘Today UWUSA is: 


buried in the dustbin of 
history — and the same will 
happen to the UDM,”’’ he 
said. 

British pits were being 
closed because of imported 
South African coal, he said. 

“De Klerk is left with on- 
ly six months until the ANC 
are in power. 

‘“‘We have an obligation 
in the South African NUM 
for the support you have 
given us. 

‘“‘“And we must say we 
should not export coal to 
Britain unless you want it.’’ 

He rejected the line ped- 
dled by the Tories and the 
media that the apartheid 
system had changed. 

“De Klerk is running all 
over the world saying sanc- 
tions are no _ longer 
necessary because things are 
changing in South Africa. 

“But nothing has chang- 
ed in South Africa,’’ he 
said, reminding delegates of 
the recent Boipatong 
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believed, to fund all or part 
of an annual wage increase 
and as ‘“‘bait’’ to tempt 
multinationals or a manage- 
‘ment buy-out, with the pro- 
‘spective employer not hav- 
ing to pay contributions un- 
til the year 2001. 

“*T hope that, on this vital 
issue, the NUM will 
vigorously pursue a case in 
the European Court, seek- 
ing a declaration that the 
millions of pension fund 
monies taken by BC from 
the MPS must be repaid by 
the employer to that fund,”’ 
he said. 

“Our case is simple — 
these monies, deferred 
wages, should be used for 
one purpose only: to pro- 
vide pensions and 
associated benefits to 
retired mineworkers and 
their families. 

‘‘What is happening to 
the pension fund monies is, 
of course, part of the 
privatisation plan — our 
pension funds are being us- 
ed to help finance privatisa- 
tion. 

“T reject absolutely and 
completely the notion that 
privatisation of our in- 
dustry is now inevitable. 

“How can any trade 
unionist adopt such an at- 
titude when our own history 
tells us what it would mean? 

‘‘Privatisation would 
mean more pit closures, 
more jobs lost and more 
communities destroyed. 

“Tt would mean —_ by 
definition — a reversal of 
everything achieved by our 
union and the MFGB 
before it, in a century of 
struggle. 

“‘Safety standards, 
wages, working conditions, 
including shift systems and 
the working week — 
privatisation would attack 
them all, to say nothing of 
job security and trade union 
rights. 

‘¢We all know that the 


He gave details of two 
miners’. co-operative ven- 
tures of 1875 — both of 
which collapsed the follow- 
ing year, with immense 
losses to those involved. 

‘*The co-operatives failed 
to recognise that they were 
operating in a_ hostile 
capitalist environment 
where both suppliers of 
goods and purchasers of 
coal had vested interests in 
seeing the ventures fail,’’ he 
said. 

“It was partly these ex- 
periences that led to the 
MFGB recognising that the 
real answer to privatisation 
was public ownership and 
in 1947 the objective and 
the dream became a reality. 

‘‘Our forerunners fought 
too hard for us to sacrifice 
nationalisation without a 
fight.’’ 


Arthur Scargill. 


Fight against privatisation 
is the same the world over 


THE fight against privatisation should be offensive rather than defensive, 
said International Miners’ Organisation secretary general Alain Simon. 


The former working 
miner, now executive 
member of the miners’ sec- 
tion of the French CGT 
union federation, addressed 
Conference for the first 
time in English — and was 
warmly received by 
delegates. 

“The problem you have 
with privatisation is the 
same for workers all over 
the world,’’ he said. 

When privatisation was 
mentioned, we should reply 
with the word ‘‘socialism’’, 
he said. 

We should ask what was 
wrong with the alternative 
— a large modern publicly 
owned mining industry. 

‘‘Privatisation is a conse- 


Alain Simon. 


to the railways, with their 
reputation for excellence. 
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tinue, with more nations 
participating, he said. 

“It’s not enough to be 
for the Maastricht treaty or 
to be against Maastricht,’’ 
he said. ‘‘It’s necessary to 
understand the content of 
the Maastricht treaty.”’ 

After Maastricht, it was 
even more necessary to 
unite across Europe to de- 
fend the European coal in- 
dustry. 

Electricity workers had 
recently come together in 
Brussels against the com- 
missioner’s proposals for 


their industry and the 
commissioner backed 
down. 


To applause, he called 
for all the miners of Europe 
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WHERE is the militancy of the British miners? 
That was the challenge of South African NUM 
branch secretary George Nkadimeng. 


His challenge was well 
received. With the excep- 
tion of retiring general 
secretary Peter Heathfield, 
George Nkadimeng was the 
only speaker to get a stan- 
ding ovation. 


‘“‘This morning, when 
delegates were debating 
privatisation, I asked 
myself one question,’’ he 
told Conference. 


“‘There is a book called 
‘The Militancy of British 
Miners’ by Vic Allen. I 
asked myself where is that 
militancy? 


“If there is any delegate 
here who supports 
privatisation, he needs to be 
charged with high treason 
— and the penalty is a death 
sentence. 

‘Privatisation means one 
thing — having all the gains 
that your forefathers won 
taken away from you.”’ 

From South Africa, it 
seemed that Margaret That- 
cher in the 1980s wanted to 
bury the NUM once and for 
all. 

But when Arthur Scargill 
visited South Africa for the 
first time earlier this year as 
a guest of George 
Nkadimeng’s union, he was 
still president of the NUM. 

But when Margaret That- 
cher came for the first time 
as a guest of de Klerk, it 
was as an ordinary British 
citizen. 

Like the British NUM, 
the militant COSATU con- 
federation had been under- 
mined by a_ breakaway 
organisation — Inkatha- 


backed UWUSA, formed 


with government con- 
nivance. 
“‘Today UWUSA is 


buried in the dustbin of 
history — and the same will 
happen to the UDM,”’’ he 
said. 

British pits were being 
closed because of imported 
South African coal, he said. 

“De Klerk is left with on- 
ly six months until the ANC 
are in power. 

“‘We have an obligation 
in the South African NUM 
for the support you have 
given us. 

‘“And we must say we 
should not export coal to 
Britain unless you want it.’’ 

He rejected the line ped- 
dled by the Tories and the 
media that the apartheid 
system had changed. 

“De Klerk is running all 
over the world saying sanc- 
tions’ are no_ longer 
necessary because things are 
changing in South Africa. 

“But nothing has chang- 
ed in South Africa,’’ he 
said, reminding delegates of 
the recent Boipatong 
massacre in which 64 people 
were killed, including an 
eight-year-old child. 

A woman who had 
managed to escape death by 
staying hidden heard the 
balaclava-clad attackers 
speaking in Afrikaans — 
saying ‘‘Don’t:speak, just 
shoot.”’ 

He said: ‘‘At the end of 
the day, the National Party 
have declared war on the 
people of South Africa — 
men, women and children.’’ 


one purpose only: to pro- 
vide pensions and 
associated benefits to 
retired mineworkers and 
their families. 

‘“‘What is happening to 
the pension fund monies is, 
of course, part of the 
privatisation plan — our 
pension funds are being us- 
ed to help finance privatisa- 
tion. 

“T reject absolutely and 
completely the notion that 
privatisation of our in- 
dustry is now inevitable. 

‘“‘How can any trade 
unionist adopt such an at- 
titude when our own history 
tells us what it would mean? 

‘‘Privatisation would 
mean more pit closures, 
more jobs lost and more 
communities destroyed. 

“Tt would mean — _ by 
definition — a reversal of 
everything achieved by our 
union and the MFGB 
before it, in a century of 
struggle. 

‘*Safety standards, 
wages, working conditions, 
including shift systems and 
the working week — 
privatisation would attack 
them all, to say nothing of 
job security and trade union 
rights. 

‘“*‘We all know that the 
number of accidents in the 
private mining sector is 
double that in the na- 
tionalised coal industry. 

‘*We are aware that in the 
privatised coal industry of 
America and South Africa 
the death rate is five times 
higher than that in our own 
industry, where nationalisa- 
tion and strong trade 
unionism have, over the 
past 45 years, achieved the 
highest standards in the 
world. 
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the dream became a reality. 

“‘Our forerunners fought 
too hard for us to sacrifice 
nationalisation without a 
fight.’’ 


Arthur Scargill. 


Fight against privatisation 
is the same the world over 


THE fight against privatisation should be offensive rather than defensive, 
said International Miners’ Organisation secretary general Alain Simon. 


The former working 
miner, now executive 
member of the miners’ sec- 
tion of the French CGT 
union federation, addressed 
Conference for the first 
time in English — and was 
warmly received by 
delegates. 

“The problem you have 
with privatisation is the 
same for workers all over 
the world,’’ he said. 

When privatisation was 
mentioned, we should reply 
with the word ‘‘socialism’’, 
he said. 

We should ask what was 
wrong with the alternative 
— a large modern publicly 
owned mining industry. 

‘*Privatisation is a conse- 
quence — it’s not a solu- 
tion. It’s a necessity for the 
capitalists developing their 
search for profit,’’ he said. 

‘‘Privatisation is not a 
synonym for progress and 
nationalisation is not a 
synonym for disaster.’’ 


Only a strong public sec- 
tor could provide a good 
public service. 

He gave as examples the 
publicly owned industries 
of France, from Air France 


Alain Simon. 


to the railways, with their 
reputation for excellence. 

International unity was 
needed by workers struggl- 
ing against privatisation 
and the transnational com- 
panies. 

He referred to IMO 
meetings in the past year at 
which representatives of the 
world’s five leading mining 
trade unions — from Ger- 
many, US-Canada, 
Australia, South Africa and 
the UK — discussed the role 
of the transnationals. 

Such meetings must con- 


tinue, with more nations 
participating, he said. 

“It’s not enough to be 
for the Maastricht treaty or 
to be against Maastricht,’’ 
he said. ‘‘It’s necessary to 
understand the content of 
the Maastricht treaty.’’ 

After Maastricht, it was 
even more necessary to 
unite across Europe to de- 
fend the European coal in- 
dustry. 

Electricity workers had 
recently come together in 
Brussels against the com- 
missioner’s proposals for 


their industry and the 
commissioner backed 
down. 


To applause, he called 
for all the miners of Europe 
to come together in Brussels 
over European energy 
policy. 

And he restated the IMO 
policy of bringing together 
all the miners of the world 
in a single organisation. 


“‘We must have a battle 
with the idea that we can 
reform the capitalist system 
— no chance. 

‘“‘We must bring a new 
society — that is socialism, 
I think,” 
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BRITISH Coal are now saying that if you can’t 
roofbolt, your pit will close, said Midlands’ Roy 


Allbutt. 


Dave Douglass. 


Don't nail 
colours to 


T&G mast 


THE NUM should not nail 
its colours to the mast of a 
merger with any specific 


He was moving one of 
two motions reflecting con- 
cern at the growing use of 
roofbolts as a primary or 
even sole means of support. 


The Midlands motion re- 
affirmed national policy, 
rejecting roofbolting as a 
substitute for orthodox sup- 
port but welcoming it as a 
supplementary support. It 
was carried. 


A North East Area mo- 
tion expressed concern at 
attempts to use roofbolting 
as primary support with 
continuous mining opera- 
tions and called for the 
principle of its use only as 
secondary support. 


It also called for a full in- 
vestigation into the use of 
roofbolts in continuous 
miners, particularly pro- 
posals to extend road cut- 
ting’ “upi\'to FS, oe metres 
beyond the last roofbolt, 
arrangements for gas 
testing and ventilation, ef- 
fectiveness of support 
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THE NEC need to redefine 
more clearly what con- 
stitutes the term 
‘guaranteed shift’? and up- 
date the present interpreta- 
tion, dating from 1943, said 
Whitemoor delegate Mick 
Speed. 


He was seconding a 
Power Group motion, car- 
ried unanimously, which 
called for negotiations with 
British Coal to ensure that a 
member entitled to a 
guaranteed shift received 
full pay as if he had worked 
that shift — including at- 


tendance bonus, shift 
bonus, conciliation bonus 
etc — and to clarify what 
constitutes a guaranteed 
shift. 

He said the guaranteed 
wage was paid under the 
1943 Guaranteed Wage 
Provisions, which in turn 
came under the Essential 
Work Coalmining Industry 
Order 1943. 

They were payable when 
shifts were lost due to cir- 
cumstances outside a per- 
son’s control — absence on 
account of sickness and in- 
jury. 


To qualify under those 
provisions, the worker had 
to present himself for work 
at the pit or make every 
possible effort to get to 
work. 


A recent example when 
guaranteed wages were 
payable was when 
widespread power cuts 
prevented miners and pits 
from working. 


Alan Owen, moving for 
Power Group, said 
guaranteed shifts for 
transport failure were paid 
only three times a year. 


Miners rewarde 
with paycuts for 


breaking records 


MINERS are having their real wages cut year after year, said Bentley 


secretary John Church. 


He was moving York- 
shire’s unanimously carried 
resolution on wages. 

It called for a substantial 
across-the-board increase, 
implemented from the pay 
week including 1 November 
this year, consolidation of 
incentive into basic rates. 


workforce has been cut by 
70 per cent, production has 
risen by 140 per cent and 
OMS is up by 100 per cent,”’ 
said John Church. 

“Yet year by year we’ve 
had pay increases 
equivalent only to five per 
cent a vear. In real terms 


Mick Speed. 


Decisions, 
decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not reported 


elsewhere were as follows: 


NOTTS Area demand that 
government show commit- 
ment to improved mining 
health and safety by 
holding a Royal Commis- 
sion as a matter of urgen- f 
cy, with recommendations 
implemented as soon as 
possible. Carried 
unanimously. 


NORTH EAST Area call 
for reduced hours in the¢ 
working week of all sur- 
face and underground 
workers. Carried 
unanimously. 


NOTTS Area call for ser- 


vice holidavs. to he taken 
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roofbolt, your pit will close, said Midlands’ Roy 


Allbutt. 


Dave Douglass. 


Don't nail 
colours to 


T&G mast 


THE NUM should not nail 
its colours to the mast of a 
merger with any specific 
union, said Dave Douglass. 

He was supporting an 
NEC call for the remittance 
of a North East Area 
emergency resolution urg- 
ing the reopening of talks 
with the TGWU with a view 
to merging. 

At the 1988 Conference, 
a Scottish Area motion, 
calling for the formation of 
an energy workers’ union 
was enlarged by a Yorkshire 
amendment widening it to 
include talks on possible 
amalgamations with other 
organisations. 

“In moving that amend- 
ment, Jack Taylor said that 
Conference should not tie 
the hands of the NEC to 
specific organisations. 
‘That is just what this 
resolution does. The debate 
in 1988 mentioned a host of 


He was moving one of 
two motions reflecting con- 
cern at the growing use of 
roofbolts as a primary or 
even sole means of support. 


The Midlands motion re- 
affirmed national policy, 
rejecting roofbolting as a 
substitute for orthodox sup- 
port but welcoming it as a 
supplementary support. It 
was carried. 


A North East Area mo- 
tion expressed concern at 
attempts to use roofbolting 
as primary support with 
continuous mining opera- 
tions and called for the 
principle of its use only as 
secondary support. 


It also called for a full in- 
vestigation into the use of 
roofbolts in continuous 
miners, particularly pro- 
posals to extend road cut- 
ting up to 5.8 metres 
beyond the last roofbolt, 
arrangements for gas 
testing and ventilation, ef- 
fectiveness of support 
methods for roadway sides 
and machinery repair ar- 
rangements for breakdowns 
under unsupported ground. 


The North East resolu- 
tion was carried 
unanimously. 


Roy Allbutt said that, 
although existing national 
policy was for roofbolting 
only as a secondary sup- 
port, it was known to be us- 
ed at many pits as the first 
means. 


“‘We’ve got privatisation 
of the mining industry com- 
ing and we all know that 
will mean lowering safety 
standards,”’ he said. 


“‘At my colliery we have 
tried roofbolting in four 
different seams and _ it 
hasn’t worked. 


member entitled to a 
guaranteed shift received 
full pay as if he had worked 
that shift — including at- 


cumstances outside a per- 
son’s control — absence on 
account of sickness and in- 
jury. 


rower Oroup, sala 
guaranteed shifts for 
transport failure were paid 
only three times a year. 
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Mick Speed. 


Miners rewarde 
with paycuts for 


breaking records 


MINERS are having their real wages cut year after year, said Bentley 


secretary John Church. 


He was moving York- 
shire’s unanimously carried 
resolution on wages. 

It called for a substantial 
across-the-board increase, 
implemented from the pay 
week including 1 November 
this year, consolidation of 
incentive into basic rates, 
payment on a salary basis 
and a four-day week. 

In the event of an un- 
satisfactory response from 
British Coal, it instructed 
the NEC to call a special 


delegate conference to 
receive a full report. 
««Since 1984 _ the 


Decisions, 


decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 


NOTTS Area call for 
stricter legislation for 
underground haulage 
workers and for legisla- 


workforce has been cut by 
70 per cent, production has 
risen by 140 per cent and 
OMS is up by 100 per cent,”’ 
said John Church. 

“Yet year by year we’ve 
had pay _ increases 
equivalent only to five per 
cent a year. In real terms 
we are actually getting a 
reduction in wages. 

“Tf the cost of living goes 
up by five per cent a year 
and we get five per cent, by 
the time you take off tax, 
insurance and other items, 
you’ve actually got a pay 
decrease. 

‘‘Everybody else in this 
industry gets the benefit of 
bonus consolidated into 
wages except us — and we 
produce the coal. 

‘*Bonus now makes up 41 
per cent of our wages. Only 
59 per cent of the money we 
receive every week is basic 
pay. 

‘“‘Everybody else bar 
mineworkers get salaries. 

“It’s sickening that 
miners should have to work 
in this day and age a five- 
day week, working far 


John Church. 


table. Coal should have the 
same subsidies as nuclear 
power. 

“If we had the same sub- 
sidy, we would be able to 
give away coal and still 
make a profit,’’? he said. 

Johnny Burrows, suppor- 
ting for Derbyshire, said: 
‘“‘Wages are what our 
members do their work for 
and on this issue more than 


Decisions, 


decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 


NOTTS Area demand that 
government show commit- 
ment to improved mining 
health and safety by 
holding a Royal Commis- 
sion as a matter of urgen- f 
cy, with recommendations 
implemented as soon as 
possible. Carried 
unanimously. 


NORTH EAST Area call 
for reduced hours in the; 
working week of all sur- 
face and underground 
workers. Carried 
unanimously. 


NOTTS Area call for ser- 
vice holidays, to be taken 
at times to be taken at 
times selected by the in- 
dividual concerned accor- 
ding to entitlements as 
follows: over five years 
two days; ten years — 
four days; 15 years — six 
days; 20 years — eight 
days; 25 years — ten 
days. Payment of all 
holidays to be equal to 
current wage rates, with 
the addition of incentive 
bonus. Carried. 

LANCASHIRE call on 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party to campaign for a 
wide-ranging public in- 
quiry into the operating 
and financial organisation 
of British Coal since 1984, 
to establish: reasons for 
low morale of the 
workforce; the reason for 
the large number of 
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T&G mast 


THE NUM should not nail 
its colours to the mast of a 
merger with any specific 
union, said Dave Douglass. 

He was supporting an 
NEC call for the remittance 
of a North East Area 
emergency resolution urg- 
ing the reopening of talks 
with the TGWU with a view 
to merging. 

At the 1988 Conference, 
a Scottish Area motion, 
calling for the formation of 
an energy workers’ union 
was enlarged by a Yorkshire 
amendment widening it to 
include talks on possible 
amalgamations with other 
organisations. 

‘In moving that amend- 
ment, Jack Taylor said that 
Conference should not tie 
the hands of the NEC to 
specific organisations. 
‘“‘That is just what this 
resolution does. The debate 
in 1988 mentioned a host of 
possible unions.”’ 


The resolution was remit- 
ted. 


Decisions, 
decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not 


reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 


POWER Group call for 
the next Labour govern- 
ment to introduce TUC 
studies into the secondary 
school curriculum and FE 
colleges, with the aid of 
the TUC. Remitted. 


a 


posals to extend road cut- 
ting up to 5.8 metres 
beyond the last roofbolt, 
arrangements for gas 
testing and ventilation, ef- 
fectiveness of support 
methods for roadway sides 
and machinery repair ar- 
rangements for breakdowns 
under unsupported ground. 


The North East resolu- 
tion was carried 
unanimously, 


Roy Allbutt said that, 
although existing national 
policy was for roofbolting 
only as a secondary sup- 
port, it was known to be us- 
ed at many pits as the first 
means. 


‘*We’ve got privatisation 
of the mining industry com- 
ing and we all know that 
will mean lowering safety 
standards,”’ he said. 


“At my colliery we have 
tried roofbolting in four 
different seams and it 
hasn’t worked. 


““We’re now being told: 
‘If you can’t roofbolt, 
you’re closed’.”’ 


Hatfield delegate Dave 
Douglass, seconding for 
Yorkshire, spoke of the 
dangers of using roofbolts 
in friable ground and hav- 
ing to stand under unsup- 
ported ground to get them 
in. 

One man using roofbolts 
while driving a new face in 
friable ground suffered a 
broken pelvis as a result. 


They had gone back to 
using conventional 
Hollybanks and yardage 
had increased from ten to 
40 metres a week. 
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resolution on wages. 

It called for a substantial 
across-the-board increase, 
implemented from the pay 
week including 1 November 
this year, consolidation of 
incentive into basic rates, 
payment on a salary basis 
and a four-day week. 

In the event of an un- 
satisfactory response from 
British Coal, it instructed 
the NEC to call a special 
delegate conference to 
receive a full report. 

‘Since 1984 


Decisions, 
decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 


the 


Area call for 
legislation for 


NOTTS 
stricter 


underground haulage 
workers and for legisla- 
tion to make management 
adhere firmly to the Mines 
and Quarries Act, rather 


than adopt their own in- 
sufficient codes of prac- 
tice. Carried unanimous- 
ly. 

SOUTH WALES call for 
BC and HMI to ensure 
every effort to eliminate 
causes of slipping and 
stumbling — for many 
years the highest cause of 
accidents — with greater 
emphasis on maintenace 
of roadways, particularly 
those used by FSVs, and 
correct stacking of 
transported machinery 
and supplies. Carried 
unanimously. 
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risen by 140 per cent and 
OMS is up by 100 per:cent,”’ 
said John Church. 

“‘Yet year by year we’ve 
had pay increases 
equivalent only to five per 
cent a year. In real terms 
we are actually getting a 
reduction in wages. 

“Tf the cost of living goes 
up by five per cent a year 
and we get five per cent, by 
the time you take off tax, 
insurance and other items, 
you’ve actually got a pay 
decrease. 

“Everybody else in this 
industry gets the benefit of 
bonus consolidated into 
wages except us — and we 
produce the coal. 

‘‘Bonus now makes up 41 
per cent of our wages. Only 
59 per cent of the money we 
receive every week is basic 
pay. 

‘“‘Everybody else bar 
mineworkers get salaries. 

“It?s sickening that 
miners should have to work 
in this day and age a five- 
day week, working far 
harder than they were last 
year.”’ 

Alan Mardghum, secon- 
ding for North East Area, 
said the union needed to 
convince a hostile govern- 
ment of the value of the 
coal industry to the 
economy and the British 
people. 

British miners were told 
they needed to be com- 
petitive to survive, he said. 

Yet they were competing 
with German coal subsidis- 
ed by £30 a tonne, South 
African coal produced by 
slave labour and Colom- 
bian coal by the labour of 
children as young as seven 
and eight. 

This had to be unaccep- 


John Church. 


table. Coal should have the 
same subsidies as nuclear 
power. 

“If we had the same sub- 
sidy, we would be able to 
give away coal and still 
make a profit,’’ he said. 

Johnny Burrows, suppor- 
ting for Derbyshire, said: 
‘‘Wages are what our 
members do their work for 
and on this issue more than 
any other we need unity. 

“Let's try this. time to 
show what we can achieve 
by united activity.’’ 

For Scotland, Peter 
Neilson said: ‘‘In 1992, 
miners are more dependent 
on incentive bonus and 
overtime than any other 
group of workers. 

‘‘Mineworkers in Britain 
suffer the most dangerous 
working conditions of any 
workers in the country.”’ 

South Wales’ Tyrone 
O’Sullivan said: ‘‘The boss 
will never give anything 
unless we fight for it. 

“*It’s hard, but there’s no 
choice — unless you take 
the boss on, he will never 
give you anything.’’ 


for reduced hours in the¢ 
working week of all sur- 
face and underground 
workers. Carried 
unanimously. 


NOTTS Area call for ser- 
vice holidays, to be taken 
at times to be taken at 
times selected by the in- 
dividual concerned accor- 
ding to entitlements as 
follows: over five years 
two days; ten years — 
four days; 15 years — six 
days; 20 years — eight 
days; 25 years — _ ten 
days. Payment of all 
holidays to be equal to 
current wage rates, with 
the addition of incentive 
bonus. Carried. 
LANCASHIRE call on 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party to campaign for a 
wide-ranging public in- 
quiry into the operating 
and financial organisation 
of British Coal since 1984, 
to establish: reasons for 
low morale of the 
workforce; the reason for 
the large number of 
private contractors; why 
the number of producing 
and maintenance units has 
been drastically reduced; 
and what is necessary to 
establish a viable and 
stable industry with good 
managment-worker rela- 
tionship. Carried 
unanimously. 


SOUTH WALES call for 
development and enhanc- 
ed production of large 
reserves of anthracite in 
the western part of the 
South Wales coalfield and 
condemnation of the im- 
porting of some million 
tonnes of sometimes in- 
ferior anthracite to satisfy 
the domestic market. 


CONFERENCE 1992 CONFERENCE 1992 


BRITISH Coal are intimidating 
witnesses to colliery accidents, said 
Manton delegate John Scott. 

He was speaking in support of a 
unanimously carried South Wales 
motion calling for British Coal and 
HMI to ensure that workmen’s safe- 
ty representatives are informed im- 
mediately of any serious accident, 
major injury or dangerous occur- 
rence and that workmen’s represen- 
tatives are fully involved in any 
subsequent investigation. 

‘Until the branch secretary spoke 
to the manager, we were not being 
informed of accidents,’”’ he said. 


Energy: change course 
now before it's too late 


THE blindness of the 
free market has led to 
mayhem for energy, 
said Stillingfleet 
delegate and Yorkshire 
vice-chairman Ken 
Capstick. 

He was seconding a 
unanimously carried North 
East resolution calling for a 
campaign to. inform the 
British people of the threat 
to energy security by the ac- 
tions of BC and the Tory 
government, and calling on 
a Labour government to 
halt the pit closure pro- 
gramme, begin research and 


development on clean coal 
nce. and accent if noccible an 


“But it has gone further than 
that, now our colliery is doing a trial 
of what is known as the ‘du Pont in- 
itiative’. 

‘‘But British Coal don’t want it 
called by that name, as they know 
what du Pont do in America. They 
prefer to call it just ‘safety 
initiative’. 

‘‘It works like this. After an acci- 
dent, they interview all parties — 
NACODS, witnesses and, if possi- 
ble, the member injured. 

‘‘After one accident, where a 
member broke his toes, one of the 
witnesses who had to go in said 


afterwards that he felt guilty about 
the accident. 

‘““We have been told that the 
NUM have nothing to do with this 
and the only time we will be involv- 
ed is if disciplinary action is taken 
against a member. 

‘‘This is intimidation of 
members, so I warn all delegates to 
be wary of this new safety in- 
titiative.’’ 

Moving for South Wales, Tyrone 
O’Sullivan said his branch, at 
Tower Colliery, probably had the 
most experienced committee in its 
history. 


Although 18 months ago the 
management always informed the 
union immediately, they now tried 


to ignore them when serious injuries | 9 


occurred. 

‘““At present at Tower, when 
something goes wrong, the manager 
always involves us afterwards. 

‘‘But what happens in the three 
hours between the accident happen- 
ing and us being involved? That’s 
the most important period. 

‘‘The manager says we’ll use it in 
Common Law — of course, I'll 
always use any observations for 
Common Law.’’ 
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on playing in the world 
political big boys’ league by 
keeping a nuclear arsenal — 
coincides with the need to 
knack the coal miners. 

‘‘The trouble was and is, 
though, for the bombs we 
need a civil energy pro- 
gramme — and that pro- 
gramme is so fantastically 
expensive and = non- 
competitive when compared 
to coal that an eleborate 
long-term strategy had to be 
developed which would 
ultimately justify the 
dominance of nuclear 
energy as Briiain’s major 
fuel supplier. 

“All of the coal from 
abroad is more expensively 


Westminster.’’ 

In November, the British 
nuclear industry was to host 
what it called a renaissance 
conference in London, with 
delegate fees in excess of 
£400 per person, and spon- 
sored by the world nuclear 
industry. 

‘‘Britain is being targeted 
for a nuclear expansion as a 
world example — and I find 
that prospect bloody terri- 
fying and sinister.”’ 

The NUM _ should be 
there — ‘‘outside, if you 
want to stop outside.”’ 

‘*We ought to call on our 
comrades from the green 
movement, from anti- 
nuclear trade unions and 


THREE Yorkshire delegates joined forces to 
press home a Yorkshire amendment to a 
Scotland motion on racism and Europe. 


] Noting the alarming rise 
‘of fascism and racism in 
Europe, Scotland called for 
a vigorous campaign 
against it, led by EC 
governments and building 
on united action already ex- 
pressed by millions. 

They called for a mass 
popular anti-racist 
organisation in Britain and 
for the TUC to call a con- 
ference of democratic 
organisations to launch a 
campaign aganist racism. 

Yorkshire successfully 
amended the motion to 


informed of accidents,’’ he said. 


witnesses who had to go in said history. 


Common Law. 


John Scott. 


Energy: change course 
now before it's too late 


THE blindness of the 
free market has led to 
mayhem for energy, 
said Stillingfleet 
delegate and Yorkshire 
vice-chairman Ken 
Capstick. 


He was seconding a 
unanimously carried North 
East resolution calling for a 
campaign to. inform the 
British people of the threat 
to energy security by the ac- 
tions of BC and the Tory 
government, and calling on 
a Labour government to 
halt the pit closure pro- 
gramme, begin research and 
development on clean coal 
use and accept if possible an 
EC reference price for coal. 

‘‘That blindness has led 
to stubbornness in the face 
of every compelling argu- 
ment put by this union — 
and many others — that a 
change of course is now 
vital before it is too late,”’ 
he said. 

“This country has been 
blessed with vast coal 
reserves and, regardless of 
hundreds of years of min- 
ing, still possesses 50 per 
cent of Western Europe’s 
coal. 

‘‘Our coal represents not 
only security of energy sup- 
ply for this country but for 
the EC as a whole and it is 
being frittered away as pro- 
fitable pits are closed or 
pits are closed through 
sheer vindictive spite. 

‘‘Currently the balance 


Ken Capstick. 


dustries will die, with our 
vast coal reserves gone for 
ever. 

‘“‘Huge closure subsidies 
will have to be paid by the 
taxpayer. 

‘““A large gas premium 
will have to be paid by the 
consumer, the nuclear sub- 
sidy will continue, in- 
dustrial competitors depen- 
dent on cheap electricity 
will leave the country, the 
position will worsen per- 
manently. 

‘““We have a compelling 
case for the coal industry. 

“It is a case which must 
be put to the British people 
at every opportunity, on 
every possible platform 
which presents itself — 
public meetings, television 
and radio, written and ver- 


on playing in the world 
political big boys’ league by 
keeping a nuclear arsenal — 
coincides with the need to 
knack the coal miners. 

‘‘The trouble was and is, 
though, for the bombs we 
need a civil energy pro- 
gramme — and that pro- 
gramme is so fantastically 
expensive and _ non- 
competitive when compared 
to coal that an eleborate 
long-term strategy had to be 
developed which would 
ultimately justify the 
dominance of nuclear 
energy as Briiain’s major 
fuel supplier. 

“All of the coal from 
abroad is more expensively 
produced — it’s only sold 
cheap. 

“Coal is dumped at 
below cost prices. The 
generators buy it. British 
Coal closes. 

“‘Nuclear energy is then 
cranked up as a cheaper 
fuel — at a cost of produc- 
tion less than the foreign 
coal imports, which in 
many cases it wiil be. 

‘*And, lo and behold, we 
have the nuclear-based in- 
dustry Thatcher dreamed 
of, 

“No more nasty visions 
of class war, the proletariat, 
three-day weeks and riots in 


Westminster.”’ 

In November, the British 
nuclear industry was to host 
what it called a renaissance 
conference in London, with 
delegate fees in excess of 
£400 per person, and spon- 
sored by the world nuclear 
industry. 

‘‘Britain is being targeted 
for a nuclear expansion as a 
world example — and I find 
that prospect bloody terri- 
fying and sinister.” 

The NUM _ should be 
there — ‘‘outside, if you 
want to stop outside.”’ 


‘*We ought to call on our 
comrades from the green 
movement, from anti- 
nuclear trade unions and 
from the wide labour and 
socialist movement to seize 
the propaganda intitiative 
and make it our own.”’ 

Moving for the North 
East, Dennis Murphy, said 
the NUM offered long-term 
energy security for the con- 
sumer’s grandchildren. 


‘We are charged with a 
tremendous _responsibili- 
ty,”’.-he said: ‘*To: secure 
the future for Britain’s 


miners, their children and - 


their grand-children. 

‘““We stand as an 
economic success and Bri- 
tain’s most valuable asset.”’ 


UN is rubber stamp 


THE new world order was in reality the return of 


the old world order, said Hatfield delegate Dave 


ee ee ee 


THREE Yorkshire delegates joined forces to 
press home a Yorkshire amendment to a 
Scotland motion on racism and Europe. 


] Noting the alarming rise 
of fascism and racism in 
Europe, Scotland called for 
a vigorous campaign 
against it, led by EC 
governments and building 
on united action already ex- 
pressed by millions. 

They called for a mass 
popular anti-racist 
organisation in Britain and 
for the TUC to call a con- 
ference of democratic 
organisations to launch a 
campaign aganist racism. 

Yorkshire successfully 
amended the motion to 
associate the rise of fascism 
and racism with the ‘‘racist 
nature of European im- 
migration laws.”’ 

The amendment welcom- 
ed the work of Anti-Fascist 
Action and the revival of 
the Anti-Nazi League and 
called on all levels of the 
union to affiliate and work 
with such bodies, ‘‘not least 
to combat the rise of racist 
attitudes among our own 
members.”’ 

Dave Douglass, moving 
the amendment, said: ‘‘In 
the mid Seventies, the Na- 
tional Front mounted a 
huge offensive. Fascist 
groups began to appear in 
every major city. 

“Tt is without doubt true 
that that formation of a 
broad-based Anti-Nazi 
League, uniting people 


Mick Appleyard. 


the amendment referring to 
‘racist attitudes among our 
own membership.”’ 

He asked ‘‘Where in our 
day-to-day lives are we 
most likely to come across 
instances of overt and pro- 
longed racial abuse? 

‘*The answer, I’m asham- 
ed to say, is most likely ina 
working men’s club.’’ 

He called for delegates to 
use their influence to 
outlaw racism in the clubs, 
with notices in dressing 
rooms and clauses written 
into standard contracts. 

‘*Tell these creeps that if 
they ignore your instruc- 


to energy security by the ac- 
tions of BC and the Tory 
government, and calling on 
a Labour government to 
halt the pit closure pro- 
gramme, begin research and 
development on clean coal 
use and accept if possible an 
EC reference price for coal. 

‘‘That blindness has led 
to stubbornness in the face 
of every compelling argu- 
ment put by this union — 
and many others — that a 
change of course is now 
vital before it is too late,’’ 
he said. 

‘“‘This country has been 
blessed with vast coal 
reserves and, regardless of 
hundreds of years of min- 
ing, still possesses 50 per 
cent of Western Europe’s 
coal. 

‘‘Our coal represents not 
only security of energy sup- 
ply for this country but for 
the EC as a whole and it is 
being frittered away as pro- 
fitable pits are closed or 
pits are closed through 
sheer vindictive spite. 

‘“‘Currently the balance 
of payments cost of coal 
and gas imports is running 
at £1,200 million a year 
and, without government 
intervention, is set to rise 
rapidly to between £2 and 
£3 billion every year. 

“Not only will we be left 
entirely at the mercy of 
foreign importers of coal 
who will be in a position to 
demand their own price, 
but the effect on the 
balance of payments will be 
catastrophic and all the 
time we will be sat on vast 
coal reserves which we have 
sterilised for ever. 

“If the government does 
not intervene, the coal in- 
dustry and related in- 


Ken Capstick. 


dustries will die, with our 
vast coal reserves gone for 
ever. 

‘“‘Huge closure subsidies 
will have to be paid by the 
taxpayer. 

‘“‘A large gas premium 
will have to be paid by the 
consumer, the nuclear sub- 
sidy will continue, in- 
dustrial competitors depen- 
dent on cheap electricity 
will leave the country, the 
position will worsen per- 
manently. 

“We have a compelling 
case for the coal industry. 

“It is a case which must 
be put to the British people 
at every opportunity, on 
every possible platform 
which presents itself — 
public meetings, television 
and radio, written and ver- 
bal submissions of all 
kinds.”’ 

Hatfield delegate Dave 
Douglass said we were liv- 
ing through the culmination 
of a self-fulfilling 
philosophy laid down in 
Tory inner circles perhaps 
as early as 1976. 

- The aim was to crush the 
power of the miners’ union 

which was as abominable 
to the Tories in the 1970s as 
their subsequent series of 
election victories was to us. 

“‘They need us, but they 
hate and fear us — for they 
see in us the seeds of their 
own destruction,”’ he said. 

‘“‘The Tories’ nuclear 
mission — a vision based 
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wes 
developed which would 
ultimately justify the 
dominance of nuclear 
energy as Briiain’s major 
fuel supplier. 

“All of the coal from 
abroad is more expensively 
produced — it’s only sold 
cheap. 

**Coal is 
below cost 
generators buy it. 
Coal closes. 

“‘Nuclear energy is then 
cranked up as a cheaper 
fuel — at a cost of produc- 
tion less than the foreign 
coal imports, which in 
many cases it wiil be. 

‘*And, lo and behold, we 
have the nuclear-based 1n- 
dustry Thatcher dreamed 
of. 

‘““No more nasty visions 
of class war, the proletariat, 
three-day weeks and riots in 
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dumped at 
prices. The 
British 


wor 


The NUM. should be 
there — ‘‘outside, if you 
want to stop outside.”’ _ 


‘“We ought to call on our 
comrades from the green 
movement, from anti- 
nuclear trade unions and 
from the wide labour and 
socialist movement to seize 
the propaganda intitiative 
and make it our own.’’ 

Moving for the North 
East, Dennis Murphy, said 
the NUM offered long-term 
energy security for the con- 
sumer’s grandchildren. 


“We are charged with a 
tremendous _ responsibili- 
ty, he said." Foxsecure 
the future for Britain’s 


miners, their children and - 


their grand-children. 

“*We stand as an 
economic success and Bri- 
tain’s most valuable asset.’’ 


UN is rubber stamp 


THE new world order was in reality the return of 
the old world order, said Hatfield delegate Dave 


Douglass. 


He was seconding, with reservations, a Scotland 
motion declaring that the end of the cold war 
opened possibilities for a real new world order, 
with massive arms reductions and resources swit- 
ched to tackling world poverty, the North-South 
divide and the environment. 

It called for defence spending cuts, cancelling 
Trident, and controlled diversification of defence 
industries to peaceful uses. 

Finally, it called for a strengthened UN, com- 
mitted to the peoples of the whole world rather 
than the majer economic powers, as vital to world 


peace. 


Dave Douglass expressed total opposition to the 
final paragraph, which he said was ‘‘mistaken in 
the extreme — we have no illusions about the UN. 

“It is a wing of the American State Department, 
the legitimising rubber stamp for sanctions or war, 
in whatever engagement or switch of the chess 


piece on a world board.” 


popular anti-racist 
organisation in Britain and 
for the TUC to call a con- 
ference of democratic 
organisations to launch a 
campaign aganist racism. 

Yorkshire successfully 
amended the motion to 
associate the rise of fascism 
and racism with the ‘‘racist 
nature of European im- 
migration laws.’’ 

The amendment welcom- 
ed the work of Anti-Fascist 
Action and the revival of 
the Anti-Nazi League and 
called on all levels of the 
union to affiliate and work 
with such bodies, ‘‘not least 
to combat the rise of racist 
attitudes among our own 
members.”’ 

Dave Douglass, moving 
the amendment, said: ‘‘In 
the mid Seventies, the Na- 
tional Front mounted a 
huge offensive. Fascist 
groups began to appear in 
every major city. 

“It is without doubt true 
that that formation of a 
broad-based Anti-Nazi 
League, uniting people 
from all walks of life — 
young and old, nationwide 
— played a great part in 
stemming the Nazi NF tide. 

“The Anti-Nazi League 
was able to mobilise hun- 
dreds of thousands, the 
trade unions and labour 
movement in a great com- 
mon front against the NF. 

‘“‘The National Front 
which, up until that point, 
had made frightening gains 
in local and parliamentary 
election became exposed 
and discredited and their 
true Nazi colours were 
revealed.’’ 

Maltby delegate Jeff 
Stubbs drew Conference’s 
attention to the last line of 


Mick Appleyard. 


the amendment referring to 
‘“‘racist attitudes among our 
own membership.”’ 

He asked ‘‘Where in our 
day-to-day lives are we 
most likely to come across 
instances of overt and pro- 
longed racial abuse? 

‘*The answer, I’m asham- 
ed to say, is most likely in a 
working men’s club.”’ 

He called for delegates to 
use their influence to 
outlaw racism in the clubs, 
with notices in dressing 
rooms and clauses written 
into standard contracts. 

“Tell these creeps that if 
they ignore your instruc- 
tions they won’t get paid.”’ 

Sharlston delegate Mick 
Appleyard said: ‘‘Le Pen 
got 40 per cent of the 
popular vote in France, on 
racial politics, in a country 
with high unemployment. 
Germany’s reunification 
brought high unemploy- 
ment. 

“Before unification — 
22,300 members of the na- 


tionalist party. After 
unification — 70,000 
members of the nationalist 


party. 

‘“This time it’s the Turks. 
How long before the Jews, 
the communists, the 
socialists and _ trade 
unionists?’’ 
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Three unanimous votes 


BOTH Yorkshire’s leading officials rose to speak 
in the central debate of this year’s Conference, 
supporting three motions to resist privatisation 


of the industry. 

The three mutually sup- 
portive resolutions, from 
the NEC, Lancashire and 
the North East, were all car- 
ried unanimously and left 
the union with a strong all- 
round policy against the 
Tories’ proposed sell-off. 

The NEC’s motion ex- 
pressed total opposition to 
privatisation, which would 
‘deprive the British people 
of a valuable national asset 
and an industry which 
already produces the 
cheapest deep-mined coal in 
the world.’’ 

It continued: ‘‘Privatisa- 
tion will inevitably lead to a 
lowering of safety stan- 
dards, poor working condi- 
tions and longer working 
hours. 

‘“‘The government’s 
abandoned plan to privatise 
the nuclear industry 
demonstrates that privatisa- 
tion is not inevitable. 

‘*Conference calls upon 
all our members to take any 
action necessary to prevent 
the privatisation of a na- 
tionalised coal industry 
which was born 45 years 


ago as a result of a century 
of struggle by our 
forefathers.’’ 

Lancashire recognised 
that the Tories’ stated in- 
tention to privatise the in- 
dustry was to blame for its 
recent destruction, which 
would continue if their 
plans were not thwarted. 

They condemned 
employee participation or 
share ownership as ‘‘a 
retrograde step,’’ not a 
solution to current pro- 
blems. 

And they called for ‘‘a 
concerted campaign against 
the Tory plans for the in- 
dustry, with the NUM at 
the forefront’? and for a 
special delegate conference 
to strengthen the campaign. 

The North East too op- 
posed privatisation 
“‘whether by multi-national 
companies, management 
buy-outs or worker co- 
operatives, as any of these 
alternatives will necessarily 
lead to the deterioration in 
safety standards, wage rates 
and conditions of employ- 
ment.”’ 


Yorkshire general 


secretary Ken Homer said 


the ‘‘ultimate threat of 
privatisation’’ followed con- 
stant attack by the Tories 
since their election in 1979. 

“The nationalisation of 
the coal industry in 1947 
was the culmination of 
many years of struggle by 
this union and _ its 
members,”’ he said. 

“Today, almost half a 
century later, John Major 
and the Tory government 
are preparing to throw us 
back into the dark ages of 
private ownership. 

‘*At a time when this in- 


dustry needs the investment 
and commitment to take it 
into the 21st century, the 
Conservative government 
are ready to take us back to 
the 19th century.”’ 

Failure to resist privatisa- 
tion or to act with enough 
speed would have ‘‘appall- 
ing consequences’’ for the 
miners, their families and 
communities. 

“‘The Tory privatisation 
policy has wreaked havoc in 
our energy industries,’’ he 
said. ‘‘As a result, resources 
are being squandered. 

‘*Pits, power plants and 
rail depots are being shut 
down, while electricity 
prices rocket and the 
balance of payments 
worsens as energy imports 
rise. 

‘*No one here needs 
reminding of the govern- 
ment’s blueprint for 
privatisation — _ the 
Rothschild Report. 

“Tf this plan is put into 
practice, the industry would 
be cut down to just 14 pits 
by the middle of the decade, 
with the loss of 30,000 min- 
ing jobs. 

“In addition, as many 
jobs again will be lost in in- 
dustries dependent on coal. 

“If the industry is 


Board put the boot 
in at Armthorpe pit 
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privatised, coal will be min- 
ed for short-term profit 
rather than the long-term 
need of the country as a 
whole. 

“This will mean more 
miners thrown on to the 
scrap heap of long-term 
employment. 

‘“*Private firms will 
always try to cut costs — 
and that means cutting cor- 
ners in safety. 

‘‘We must not be under 
any illusions — privatisa- 
tion will cost lives. 

‘“‘We need only look at 
South Africa and the ap- 
palling death toll of the 
apartheid mines to see how 
multinationals such as Rio 
Tinto Zinc and Anglo- 
American operate. 

**Closer to home, the re- 
cent safety records of 
private licensed mines and 
private contracting firms 
are further examples of 
what happens when max- 
imising profit is the 
employer’s main priority. 

‘A tragic example of the 
realities of life for miners 
under private ownership 
was the recent explosion at 
the non-union Westray 
Mine in Nova Scotia, in 
which 28 men were killed. 

‘*Miners’ pay and condi- 
tions will also be put under 
pressure as private owners 
seek to undercut their com- 
petitors and increase profit 
margins. 

‘‘Already we have heard 
Albert Wheeler call for 
longer basic shifts, flexible 
working arrangements and 


NATIONAL president 
Arthur Scargill put for- 


ward five immediate 
moves to resist privatisa- 
tion of the industry: 

1. Pursue a case in the 
European Court for 
repayment of the money 
taken from the 
Mineworkers’ Pension 
Scheme — the mere fact 
that the case was being 
pursued would dissuade 
potential buyers because 
of the possiblility that they 
would have to repay a 
total of £800 million, the 
sum of British Coal’s two 
contribution holidays, to 
the MPS; 

2. Work with Euro- 
MPs to get a motion in the 
European Parliament 
demanding repayment of 
millions of pounds made 
available to British Coal 
to keep open pits subse- 
quently closed or threaten- 
ed with closure; 

3. Meet the European 
energy commissioner; 

4. Meet Tim Eggar, 
minister responsible for 
coal; 

5. Mount a massive 
campaign among NUM 
members and the public to 
expose the inconsistencies 


the world.”’ 

It continued: ‘‘Privatisa- 
tion will inevitably lead to a 
lowering of safety stan- 
dards, poor working condi- 
tions and longer working 
hours. 

“‘The government’s 
abandoned plan to privatise 
the nuclear industry 
demonstrates that privatisa- 
tion is not inevitable. 

‘*Conference calls upon 
all our members to take any 
action necessary to prevent 
the privatisation of a na- 
tionalised coal industry 
which was born 45 years 
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concerted campaign agains 
the Tory plans for the in- 
dustry, with the NUM at 
the forefront’? and for a 
special delegate conference 
to strengthen the campaign. 

The North East too op- 
posed privatisation 
“‘whether by multi-national 
companies, management 
buy-outs or worker co- 
operatives, as any of these 
alternatives will necessarily 
lead to the deterioration in 
safety standards, wage rates 
and conditions of employ- 
ment.’’ 


Yorkshire general 


secretary Ken Homer said 
the ‘‘ultimate threat of 
privatisation’’ followed con- 
stant attack by the Tories 
since their election in 1979. 

“The nationalisation of 
the coal industry in 1947 
was the culmination of 
many years of struggle by 
this union and_ its 
members,”’ he said. : 

‘Today, almost half a 
century later, John Major 
and the Tory government 
are preparing to throw us 
back into the dark ages of 
private ownership. 

‘*At a time when this in- 


PEIRES TUOREL 
balance of payments 
worsens as energy imports 
rise. 

‘*No one here needs 
reminding of the govern- 
ment’s blueprint for 
privatisation the 
Rothschild Report. 

“Tf this plan is put into 
practice, the industry would 
be cut down to just 14 pits 
by the middle of the decade, 
with the loss of 30,000 min- 
ing jobs. 

“In addition, as many 
jobs again will be lost in in- 
dustries dependent on coal. 

“If the’? industry, “28 


Board put the boot 
in at Armthorpe pit 


ARMTHORPE delegate Steve Taylor told the 
sorry story of events at his pit — on the receiving 
end of British Coal’s steel toe-cap. 


He was moving 
Yorkshire’s resolution, car- 
ried unanimously, commit- 
ting Conference to do all in 
its power to ensure the con- 
tinuing decline of the use of 
outside contractors. 

Many had taken redun- 
dancy, it said, and were 
now coming back into the 
industry, in many cases tak- 
ing the jobs of loyal 
members, as part of BC’s 
tactic to demoralise the 
membership, especially in 
deveiopment teams. 

With the threat of 
privatisation, BC seemed 
intent on  privatising 
developments’ before 
government plans, hoping 
to make the sell-off more 
attractive to potential in- 
vestors, it stated. 

‘British Coal use the 
threat of outside contrac- 
tors to keep men under 
pressure in their pursuit of 
higher drivage rates,’’ he 


£200,000 a day or 
£10,000 a day for each com- 
mittee member. 

A further ballot, in 
March, returned a majority 
of 80.3 per cent. 

Before selective strike ac- 
tion started on 13 March, 
all union activitities were 
suspended and the officials 
put back on three shifts. 

Voluntary absences were 
marked against branch of- 
ficials for carrying out their 
union duties. 

After action started, at- 

tacks on the membership 
began. These included: 
@ Selective employment 
— with some men getting 
five shifts while others did 
not start until Thursdays, 
and divisively sending face 
men home while develop-* 
ment men worked. 


@® Check-off stopped — — 


with branch denied time off 
to collect contributions. 
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Steve Taylor. 


the pit shop — a registered 
charity which pays for the 
pensioners’ teas. 

In the last three weeks of 
the dispute, BC introduced 
‘‘quantum meremet’’ — a 
form of work assessment, 
for which BC would not 
disclose the formula — to 
attack basic day wages, 
deeming the men to be on 
“*g0-slow’’. 


for their property, to cover 
loss of production, or the 
branch committee would be 
imprisoned. 


The branch sought the 
backing of the Area 
through a ballot, which 
returned a majority of 50.7 
per cent, after Armthorpe 
members campaigned at 
every Yorkshire pit. 


BC’s reply to this was to 
announce the closure of 
Armthorpe, on | May at an 
Area Reconvened Review 
Meeting which lasted only 
four minutes. 


Developments were clos- 
ed by the following 
weekend and only existing 
faces were sustaining the 
pit. 

The pit was now in the 
appeal procedure and 
British Coal were refusing 
all information requested 
for fighting the closure. 


ke 
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Tinto Zinc and Anglo- 
American operate. 

*‘Closer to home, the re- 
cent safety records of 
private licensed mines and 
private contracting firms 
are further examples of 
what happens when max- 
imising profit is the 
employer’s main priority. 

‘*A tragic example of the 
realities of life for miners 
under private ownership 
was the recent explosion at 
the non-union Westray 
Mine in Nova Scotia, in 
which 28 men were killed. 

‘*Miners’ pay and condi- 
tions will also be put under 
pressure as private owners 
seek to undercut their com- 
petitors and increase profit 
margins. 

‘‘Already we have heard 
Albert Wheeler call for 
longer basic shifts, flexible 
working arrangements and 
the end of national pay 
bargaining. 

‘‘Already the Tories have 
announced their intention 
to repeal the 1908 Coal 
Mines (Regulation) Act, 
which will leave employers 
free to increase basic shift 
lengths to 12 hours a day. 

“Our campaign and our 
fight to keep coal public 
should not just be limited to 
miners and mining com- 
munities. 

‘We are an island built 
on coal. It is our most vital 
natural resource and has 
far-reaching implications 
for everybody living in this 
country today and, most 
importantly, for our future 


generations. | ; 
‘*The choice we face is 


not between a public or a 
private coal industry — it is 
whether we have a coal in- 
dustry at all. 

“Coal is our inheritance 
to future generations and 


Scheme — the mere fact 
that the case was being 
pursued would dissuade 
potential buyers because 
of the possiblility that they 
would have to repay a 
total of £800 million, the 
sum of British Coal’s two 
contribution holidays, to 
the MPS; 

2. Work with Euro- 
MPs to get a motion in the 
European Parliament 
demanding repayment of 
millions of pounds made 
available to British Coal 
to keep open pits subse- 
quently closed or threaten- 
ed with closure; 

3. Meet the European 
energy commissioner; 

4. Meet Tim Eggar, 
minister responsible for 
coal; 

5. Mount a massive 
campaign among NUM 
members and the public to 
expose the inconsistencies 
in the arguments of those 
wishing to privatise the in- 
dustry. 


one which we cannot allow 
to be thrown away. 
‘This industry belongs to 


all of us — every man, 
woman and child in this 
country.”’ 


Frank Cave, Yorkshire 
Area chairman and national 
vice-president, said the 
media were playing on at- 
tempts by the workforce to 
buy into Thurcroft and 
Monkton Hall. 

‘“‘What’s happened at these 
two collieries has 
happened,’’ he said. 

“T have expressed my 
concern that we have 
members who are investing 
thousands of pounds of 
their own money and who 
have no control over the 
market place. 

“‘We should not allow the 
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in at Armthorpe pit 


ARMTHORPE delegate Steve Taylor told the 
sorry story of events at his pit — on the receiving 
end of British Coal’s steel toe-cap. 


He was moving 
Yorkshire’s resolution, car- 
ried unanimously, commit- 
ting Conference to do all in 
its power to ensure the con- 
tinuing decline of the use of 
outside contractors. 

Many had taken redun- 
dancy, it said, and were 
now coming back into the 
industry, in many cases tak- 
ing the jobs of loyal 
members, as part of BC’s 
tactic to demoralise the 
membership, especially in 
development teams. 

With the threat of 
privatisation, BC seemed 
intent on privatising 
developments before 
government plans, hoping 
to make the sell-off more 
attractive to potential in- 
vestors, it stated. 

‘British Coal use the 
threat of outside contrac- 
tors to keep men under 
pressure in their pursuit of 
higher drivage rates,’’ he 
said. 

After the January Area 
Review, the branch were 
told contractors would be 
used for two new spine 
roads and two of the pits 
four development teams 
disbanded. 

After a ballot for action 
in February turned in a 71.8 
per cent majority in favour, 
‘ BC served an injunction 
against the branch for 
estimated loss of produc- 
tion, amounting to 
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£200,000 a day — or 
£10,000 a day for each com- 
mittee member. 

A further ballot, in 
March, returned a majority 
of 80.3 per cent. 

Before selective strike ac- 
tion started on 13 March, 
all union activitities were 
suspended and the officials 
put back on three shifts. 

Voluntary absences were 
marked against branch of- 
ficials for carrying out their 
union duties. 

After action started, at- 
tacks on the membership 
began. These included: 

@ Selective employment 
— with some men getting 
five shifts while others did 
not start until Thursdays, 
and divisively sending face 


men home while develop-* 


ment men worked. 

® Check-off stopped — 
with branch denied time off 
to collect contributions. 

@ Coal deliveries stop- 
ped. 

@ Sick pay deducted for 
men who were injured or 
fell sick during dispute. 

@ Rest days stopped. 

@ Bonus agreement with- 
drawn. 

@ Branch phone cut off, 
and calls logged. 

@® Branch threatened with 
heating and lighting bills 
for the union office and pit 
shop. 

@ Deductions stopped for 


Steve Taylor. 


the pit shop — a registered 
charity which pays for the 
pensioners’ teas. 

In the last three weeks of 
the dispute, BC introduced 
“quantum meremet’’ — a 
form of work assessment, 
for which BC would not 
disclose the formula — to 
attack basic day wages, 
deeming the men to be on 
**go-slow’’. 

BC sought a second in- 
junction, after the president 
was invited into Amco of- 
fices to talk to the men, 
alleging that he interfered 
with a contract beween BC 
and a third party. 

The union lost the case 
and injunctions were served 
on the full committee, that 
they should not obstruct or 
interfere with a contract 
between BC and Amco. 


If the branch failed to 
comply, BC would come 


for their property, to cover 
loss of production, or the 
branch committee would be 
imprisoned. 


The branch sought the 
backing of the Area 
through a ballot, which 
returned a majority of 50.7 
per cent, after Armthorpe 
members campaigned at 
every Yorkshire pit. 

BC’s reply to this was to 
announce the closure of 
Armthorpe, on 1 May at an 
Area Reconvened Review 
Meeting which lasted only 
four minutes. 


Developments were clos- 
ed by the following 
weekend and only existing 
faces were sustaining the 
pit. 

The pit was now in the 
appeal procedure and 
British Coal were refusing 
all information requested 
for fighting the closure. 


pit was to close. 
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The closure decision follows an ap- 
parent agreement between British Coal 
and Thurcroft Colliery 1992 Ltd, a con- 
sortium involving former miners and 
Rotherham Council, for the pit to re-open 
under the ownership of the consortium. 

But British Coal insisted on the new 
company paying maintenance costs of 
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seek to undercut their com- 
petitors and increase profit 
margins. 

‘‘Already we have heard 
Albert Wheeler call for 
longer basic shifts, flexible 
working arrangements and 
the end of national pay 
bargaining. 

‘‘Already the Tories have 
announced their intention 
to repeal the 1908 Coal 
Mines (Regulation) Act, 
which will leave employers 
free to increase basic shift 
lengths to 12 hours a day. 

“Our campaign and our 
fight to keep coal public 
should not just be limited to 
miners and mining com- 
munities. 

‘‘We are an island built 
on coal. It is our most vital 
natural resource and has 
far-reaching implications 
for everybody living in this 
country today and, most 
importantly, for,our future 


generations. | ; 
‘The choice we face is 


not between a public or a 
private coal industry — it is 
whether we have a coal in- 
dustry at all. 

“‘Coal is our inheritance 
to future generations and 


BC scupper Thurcroft project 


AS the Yorkshire Miner went to press, 
British Coal set an ironic seal on the 
debate over workforce buy-outs of col- 
lieries — by announcing that Thurcroft 


lapse. 


keep it open. 
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£20,000 a week while negotiations over 
the buy-out were completed. 

A spokesman for the consortium accus- 
ed BC of dragging their feet in negotia- 
tions and said the continuing maintenance 
costs could have left them bankrupt. 


Both sides blamed the other for the col- 


British Coal closed Thurcroft in April 
and some 160 former miners each pledged 
£4,000 of their own money in a bid to 
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4. Meet Tim Eggar, 
minister responsible for 
coal; 

5. Mount a massive 
campaign among NUM 
members and the public to 
expose the inconsistencies 
in the arguments of those 
wishing to privatise the in- 
dustry. 


one which we cannot allow 
to be thrown away. 
‘‘This industry belongs to 


all of us — every man, 
woman and child in this 
country.”’ 


Frank Cave, Yorkshire 
Area chairman and national 
vice-president, said the 
media were playing on at- 
tempts by the workforce to 
buy into Thurcroft and 
Monkton Hall. 

‘“‘What’s happened at these 
two collieries has 
happened,”’ he said. 

“T have expressed my 
concern that we have 
members who are investing 
thousands of pounds of 
their own money and who 
have no control over the 
market place. 

“‘We should not allow the 
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dustry needs the investment 
and commitment to take it 
into the 21st century, the 
Conservative government 
are ready to take us back to 
the 19th century.”’ 

Failure to resist privatisa- 
tion or to act with enough 
speed would have ‘‘appall- 
ing consequences’’ for the 
miners, their families and 
communities. 

‘‘The Tory privatisation 
policy has wreaked havoc in 
our energy industries,’’ he 
said. ‘‘As a result, resources 
are being squandered. 

‘Pits, power plants and 
rail depots are being shut 
down, while electricity 
prices rocket and the 
balance of payments 
worsens as energy imports 
rise. 

‘““No one here needs 
reminding of the govern- 
ment’s blueprint for 
privatisation — the 
Rothschild Report. 

“Tf this plan is put into 
practice, the industry would 
be cut down to just 14 pits 
by the middle of the decade, 
with the loss of 30,000 min- 
ing jobs. 

“In addition, as many 
jobs again will be lost in in- 
dustries dependent on coal. 

“If the industry is 


privatised, coal will be min- 
ed for short-term profit 
rather than the long-term 
need of the country as a 
whole. 

“This will mean more 
miners thrown on to the 
scrap heap of long-term 
employment. 

‘*Private firms will 
always try to cut costs — 
and that means cutting cor- 
ners in safety. 

‘‘We must not be under 
any illusions — privatisa- 
tion will cost lives. 

‘“We need only look at 
South Africa and the ap- 
palling death toll of the 
apartheid mines to see how 
multinationals such as Rio 
Tinto Zinc and Anglo- 
American operate. 

**Closer to home, the re- 
cent safety records of 
private licensed mines and 
private contracting firms 
are further examples of 
what happens when max- 
imising profit is the 
employer’s main priority. 

‘*A tragic example of the 
realities of life for miners 
under private ownership 
was the recent explosion at 
the non-union Westray 
Mine in Nova Scotia, in 
which 28 men were killed. 

‘*Miners’ pay and condi- 
tions will also be put under 
pressure as private owners 
seek to undercut their com- 
petitors and increase profit 
margins. 

‘“Already we have heard 
Albert Wheeler call for 
longer basic shifts, flexible 
working arrangements and 
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to fight privatisation 


Five 
point 
plan 


NATIONAL president 
Arthur Scargill put for- 
ward five immediate 
moves to resist privatisa- 
tion of the industry: 

1. Pursue a case in the 
European Court for 
repayment of the money 
taken from the 
Mineworkers’ Pension 
Scheme — the mere fact 
that the case was being 
pursued would dissuade 
potential buyers because 
of the possiblility that they 
would have to repay a 
total of £800 million, the 
sum of British Coal’s two 
contribution holidays, to 
the MPS; 

2. Work with Euro- 
MPs to get a motion in the 
European Parliament 
demanding repayment of 
millions of pounds made 
available to British Coal 
to keep open pits subse- 
quently closed or threaten- 
ed with closure; 

3. Meet the European 
energy commissioner; 

4. Meet Tim Eggar, 
minister responsible for 
coal; 

5. Mount a massive 
campaign among NUM 
members and the public to 
expose the inconsistencies 


media to use these collieries 
to distract us from the im- 
portance of these emergen- 
cy resolutions. 

“‘There are still 50 pits 
under the control of British 
Coal and this government 
and we should be concen- 
trating our minds on how 
best we keep them as na- 
tionalised collieries and not 
allow them to be put back 
into the hands of private 
coal owners. 

‘But, it would be wrong 
if we ignored what has hap- 
pened at Thurcroft and 
Monkton Hall. 

“It would also be wrong 
if this union did not spell 
out and make our position 
quite clear — that we are 
opposed to privatisation, 
bal the owners may 

e. 

“Our generation has a 
responsibility to defend 
what our forefathers fought 
to achieve. 

‘*We have a right to pro- 
tect not only our generation 
but also future generations 
against the atrocities of 
privatisation. 

‘*T would like this con- 
ference to tell me what we 
have ever achieved without 
taking action. We have 
never been given anything. 

“‘This is the most impor- 
tant issue we have had to 
face for many years. We 
should not only support the 
three emergency resolu- 
tions, 

“We should go away 
from this conference — not 
to do our own thing — but 


Billy Pye, moving for Lan- 
cashire, said: ‘‘We do not 
accept privatisation as in- 
evitable, because Lan- 
cashire Area will not exist if 
privatisation goes ahead,’’ 
he said. 


“Once the coal industry 
passes into private hands, 
the ownership might change 
from month to month and 
therefore no assurance 
given by one prospective 
owner can be believed.’’ 


David Guy, moving the 
North East emergency, 
said: ‘‘Privatisation is an 
issue which we cannot ac- 
commodate in any shape or 
form — it would have dire 


consequences for our 
members.”’ 
Under privatisation, 


there would be dividends in- 
stead of health and safety, 
CISWO would go, research 
and development would go 
— and all the improvements 


Dave Parry. 


that went with them would 
be lost. 

The most devastating ef- 
fect would be pit and 
workshop closures, with no 
redundancy scheme for 
those left in the industry. 

“’m amazed and sur- 
prised that the Labour Par- 
ty is not leading the charge 
against privatisation of this 
industry,’’ he said. 

Thurcroft delegate Dave 
Parry faced Conference to 
explain his members’ at- 
tempt to buy their pit in an 
effort to reopen it, after 
closure by British Coal. 

Having been given eight 
days notice of closure in 
April, the branch did 
everything they could to 
keep the pit in the review 
procedure, he said, but lost 
the ballot by 50 votes. 

The 200 men now trying 
to keep the pit open were 
not among those who voted 
for closure. 

They were then presented 
with the opportunity, 
through Rotherham Coun- 
cil and the Coalfield Com- 
munities Campaign, to 
reopen Thurcroft as a 
public-sector British Coal 
colliery. 

The council and the CCC 
were ‘‘not city slickers’? — 
their policies were one and 
the same as those of the 
NUM. 

But, since the election 
result, the position at Thur- 
croft had changed — and it 
was only then that they 
looked at the possibility of 


Frank 


a emp 

The 
contre 
possi 
Thurc¢ 
privat 


to buy 
secret 
said: 
goes t 
know 
wear > 
trade 
as a Ci 
bibl 
to rais 
raise | 
tion,”’ 
the KN 
Marit! 
union 
fight — 


anneal «a 


ved con- 
> Tories 
in 1979. 
tion of 
in 1947 
ion of 
iggle by 
id) its 


half a 
1 Major 
ernment 
1row us 
ages of 


this in- 


——— ee ae eS 


rise. 

“No one here needs 
reminding of the govern- 
ment’s blueprint for 
privatisation — the 
Rothschild Report. 

“If this plan is put into 
practice, the industry would 
be cut down to just 14 pits 
by the middle of the decade, 
with the loss of 30,000 min- 
ing jobs. 

“In addition, as many 
jobs again will be lost in in- 
dustries dependent on coal. 

“If the industry is 
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for their property, to cover 
loss of production, or the 
branch committee would be 
imprisoned. 


The branch sought the 
backing of the Area 
through a ballot, which 
returned a majority of 50.7 
per cent, after Armthorpe 
members campaigned at 
every Yorkshire pit. 


BC’s reply to this was to 
announce the closure of 
Armthorpe, on 1 May at an 
Area Reconvened Review 
Meeting which lasted only 
four minutes. 


Developments were clos- 
ed by the following 
weekend and only existing 
faces were sustaining the 
pit. 

The pit was now in the 
appeal procedure and 
British Coal were refusing 
all information requested 
for fighting the closure. 


a 
“*Closer to home, the re- 
cent safety records of 
private licensed mines and 
private contracting firms 
are further examples of 
what happens when max- 
imising profit is the 
employer’s main priority. 

‘*A tragic example of the 
realities of life for miners 
under private ownership 
was the recent explosion at 
the non-union Westray 
Mine in Nova Scotia, in 
which 28 men were killed. 

‘*Miners’ pay and condi- 
tions will also be put under 
pressure as private owners 
seek to undercut their com- 
petitors and increase profit 
margins. 

‘‘Already we have heard 
Albert Wheeler call for 
longer basic shifts, flexible 
working arrangements and 
the end of national pay 
bargaining. 

‘*Already the Tories have 
announced their intention 
to repeal the 1908 Coal 
Mines (Regulation) Act, 
which will leave employers 
free to increase basic shift 
lengths to 12 hours a day. 

‘Our campaign and our 
fight to keep coal public 
should not just be limited to 
miners and mining com- 
munities. 

‘We are an island built 
on coal. It is our most vital 
natural resource and has 
far-reaching implications 
for everybody living in this 
country today and, most 
importantly, for our future 


generations. _ : 
‘*The choice we face is 


not between a public or a 
private coal industry — it is 
whether we have a coal in- 
dustry at all. 

**Coal is our inheritance 
to future generations and 


BC scupper Thurcroft project 


AS the Yorkshire Miner went to press, 


£20,000 a week while negotiations over 


pursued would dissuade 
potential buyers because 
of the possiblility that they 
would have to repay a 
total of £800 million, the 
sum of British Coal’s two 
contribution holidays, to 
the MPS; 

2. Work with Euro- 
MPs to get a motion in the 
European Parliament 
demanding repayment of 
millions of pounds made 
available to British Coal 
to keep open pits subse- 
quently closed or threaten- 
ed with closure; 

3. Meet the European 
energy commissioner; 

4. Meet Tim Eggar, 
minister responsible for 
coal; 

5. Mount a massive 
campaign among NUM 
members and the public to 
expose the inconsistencies 
in the arguments of those 
wishing to privatise the in- 
dustry. 


one which we cannot allow 
to be thrown away. 

‘This industry belongs to 
all of us — every man, 
woman and child in this 
country.”’ 

Frank Cave, Yorkshire 
Area chairman and national 
vice-president, said the 
media were playing on at- 
tempts by the workforce to 
buy into Thurcroft and 
Monkton Hall. 

‘‘What’s happened at these 
two collieries has 
happened,”’ he said. 

“I have expressed my 
concern that we have 
members who are investing 
thousands of pounds of 
their own money and who 
have no control over the 
market place. 

‘*We should not allow the 


opposed to privatisation, 
aia the owners may 
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“Our generation has a 
responsibility to defend 
what our forefathers fought 
to achieve. 

‘*We have a right to pro- 
tect not only our generation 
but also future generations 
against the atrocities of 
privatisation. 

“I would like this con- 
ference to tell me what we 
have ever achieved without 
taking action. We have 
never been given anything. 

‘*This is the most impor- 
tant issue we have had to 
face for many years. We 
should not only support the 
three emergency resolu- 
tions, 

“We should go away 
from this conference — not 
to do our own thing — but 
to fight like hell to stop our 
industry being put back into 
the hands of the private 
coal owners.”’ 

Moving the NEC’s mo- 
tion, president Arthur 
Scargill said privatisation 
was tantamount to stealing. 

‘‘For almost a century, 
Britain’s miners campaign- 
ed for nationalisation of the 
industry against a 
background of an_ineffi- 
cient broken-down industry 
which for many years was 
incapable of operating 
economically,’’ he said. 

‘*The government had to 
use taxpayers’ money to 
create an industry which 
could compete not only na- 
tionally but on_ interna- 
tional terms. 

“The NCB had to be the 
provider of fuel for war- 
ravaged Britain. 

‘The’ efforts ‘of -'the 
miners turned the industry 
from ‘a failure to a 
success,’’ he said. 

‘*Privatisation would be 
an unmitigated disaster, not 
only for the mining industry 
but for the neonle as a 


~ members.’’ 


— oS Se 
keep the pit in the review 
procedure, he said, but lost 
the ballot by 50 votes. 

The 200 men now trying 
to keep the pit open were 
not among those who voted 
for closure. 

They were then presented 
with the opportunity, 
through Rotherham Coun- 
cil and the Coalfield Com- 
munities Campaign, to 
reopen Thurcroft as a 
public-sector British Coal 
colliery. 

The council and the CCC 
were ‘‘not city slickers’? — 
their policies were one and 
the same as those of the 
NUM. 

But, since the election 
result, the position at Thur- 

croft had changed — and it 
was only then that they 
looked at the possibility of 


Under privatisation, 
there would be dividends in- 
stead of health and safety, 
CISWO would go, research 
and development would go 
— and all the improvements 


Dave Parry. 


Putting the 
case for 
public coal 


FOLLOWING Conference’s unanimous deci- 
sion to resist privatisation in any form, NUM 
leaders have had two meetings with top energy 
figures. 


They had an unexpectedly sympathetic hearing from 
European energy commissioner Cardoso e Cunha. 

He supported the union’s move to seek repayment of 
money taken by British Coal in contribution holidays 
from the Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme. 

He gave an assurance that he would investigate the 
question of gas price increases and consider the com- 
parative price of nuclear generated electricity, as com- 
pared with coal, and the whole question of British sub- 
sidies to the nuclear industry. 

And he accepted the union’s arguments that the need 
for a ‘‘reference price’’ for coal — which would deter 
dumping of artificially cheap imports — was worth con- 
sideration. 

As a result of the meeting, the NUM has now 
established direct links into the Cabinet of the Energy 
Commission. 

In another development, the first meeting since 1983 
between the union and a government representative 
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for their property, to cover 
loss of production, or the 
branch committee would be 
imprisoned. 


The branch sought the 
backing of the Area 
through a ballot, which 
returned a majority of 50.7 
per cent, after Armthorpe 
members campaigned at 
every Yorkshire pit. 


BC’s reply to this was to 
announce the closure of 
Armthorpe, on 1 May at an 
Area Reconvened Review 
Meeting which lasted only 
four minutes. 


Developments were clos- 
ed by the following 
weekend and only existing 
faces were sustaining the 
pit. 

The pit was now in the 
appeal procedure and 
British Coal were refusing 
all information requested 
for fighting the closure. 


pit was to close. 


The closure decision follows an ap- 
parent agreement between British Coal 
and Thurcroft Colliery 1992 Ltd, a con- 
sortium involving former miners and 
Rotherham Council, for the pit to re-open 
under the ownership of the consortium. 

But British Coal insisted on the new 
company paying maintenance costs of 
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seek to undercut their com- 


petitors and increase profit 
margins. 

‘*Already we have heard 
Albert Wheeler call for 
longer basic shifts, flexible 
working arrangements and 
the end of national pay 
bargaining. 

‘*Already the Tories have 
announced their intention 
to repeal the 1908 Coal 
Mines (Regulation) Act, 
which will leave employers 
free to increase basic shift 
lengths to 12 hours a day. 

“Our campaign and our 
fight to keep coal public 
should not just be limited to 
miners and mining com- 
munities. 

‘*We are an island built 
on coal. It is our most vital 
natural resource and has 
far-reaching implications 
for everybody living in this 
country today and, most 
importantly, for our future 


generations. 
‘‘The choice we face is 


not between a public or a 
private coal industry — it is 
whether we have a coal in- 
dustry at all. 

“‘Coal is our inheritance 
to future generations and 


BC scupper Thurcroft project 


AS the Yorkshire Miner went to press, 
British Coal set an ironic seal on the 
debate over workforce buy-outs of col- 
lieries — by announcing that Thurcroft 


lapse. 


keep it open. 


£20,000 a week while negotiations over 
the buy-out were completed. 

A spokesman for the consortium accus- 
ed BC of dragging their feet in negotia- 
tions and said the continuing maintenance 
costs could have left them bankrupt. 


Both sides blamed the other for the col- 


British Coal closed Thurcroft in April 
and some 160 former miners each pledged 
£4,000 of their own money in a bid to 


energy COMMISSIONCr, 

4. Meet Tim Eggar, 
minister responsible for 
coal; 

5. Mount a massive 
campaign among NUM 
members and the public to 
expose the inconsistencies 
in the arguments of those 
wishing to privatise the in- 
dustry. 


one which we cannot allow 
to be thrown away. 

‘‘This industry belongs to 
all of us — every man, 
woman and child in this 
country.” 

Frank Cave, Yorkshire 
Area chairman and national 
vice-president, said the 
media were playing on at- 
tempts by the workforce to 
buy into Thurcroft and 
Monkton Hall. 

‘‘What’s happened at these 
two collieries has 
happened,”’ he said. 

“I have expressed my 
concern that we have 
members who are investing 
thousands of pounds of 
their own money and who 
have no control over the 
market place. 

“*We should not allow the 


tant issue we have had to © 


face for many years. We 
should not only support the 
three emergency resolu- 
tions, 

‘“‘We should go away 
from this conference — not 
to do our own thing — but 
to fight like hell to stop our 
industry being put back into 
the hands of the private 
coal owners.”’ 

Moving the NEC’s mo- 
tion, president Arthur 
Scargill said privatisation 
was tantamount to stealing. 

‘‘For almost a century, 
Britain’s miners campaign- 
ed for nationalisation of the 
industry against a 
background of an_ineffi- 
cient broken-down industry 
which for many years was 
incapable of operating 
economically,’’ he said. 

‘*The government had to 
use taxpayers’ money to 
create an industry which 
could compete not only na- 
tionally but on _ interna- 
tional terms. 

‘The NCB had to be the 
provider of fuel for war- 
ravaged Britain. 

“The efforts of the 
miners turned the industry 
from a failure to a 
success,’’ he said. 

‘Privatisation would be 
an unmitigated disaster, not 
only for the mining industry 
but for the people as a 
whole. 

‘““We should consider a 
massive campaign among 
our own members and 
among the public to expose 
the inconsistencies in the 
arguments of those who 
wish to privatise our in- 
dustry. 

“The case for retaining 
coal in public hands is 
unanswerable.”’ 


the same as those of the 
NUM. 

But, since the election 
result, the position at Thur- 
croft had changed — and it 
was only then that they 
looked at the possibility of 


Dave Parry. 


Putting the 
case for 
public coal 


FOLLOWING Conference’s unanimous deci- 
sion to resist privatisation in any form, NUM 
leaders have had two meetings with top energy 
figures. 


They had an unexpectedly sympathetic hearing from 
European energy commissioner Cardoso e Cunha. 

He supported the union’s move to seek repayment of 
money taken by British Coal in contribution holidays 
from the Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme. 

He gave an assurance that he would investigate the 
question of gas price increases and consider the com- 
parative price of nuclear generated electricity, as com- 
pared with coal, and the whole question of British sub- 
sidies to the nuclear industry. 

And he accepted the union’s arguments that the need 
for a ‘‘reference price’’ for coal — which would deter 
dumping of artificially cheap imports — was worth con- 
sideration. 

As a result of the meeting, the NUM has now 
established direct links into the Cabinet of the Energy 
Commission. 

In another development, the first meeting since 1983 
between the union and a government representative 
took place shortly after Conference. 

General secretary Peter Heathfield and vice-president 
Frank Cave met coal minister Tim Eggar to explain the 
union’s opposition to privatisation. 

They raised the need to ensure markets for UK coal 
and to develop clean coal technology, the union’s de- 
mand for a fair conciliation arrangement and dangers 
inherent in proposed procedures weakening pit 
deputies’ responsibility for safety. 

They also recalled the appalling record of deaths, in- 
juries and diseases inflicted on miners under private 
ownership and the chaotic state of the industry before 
nationalisation in 1947. 
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edia to use these collieries 

distract us from the im- 
yrtance of these emergen- 
- resolutions. 

‘‘There are still 50 pits 
ider the control of British 
oal and this government 
1d we should be concen- 
ating our minds on how 
st we keep them as na- 
ynalised collieries and not 
low them to be put back 
to the hands of private 
yal owners. 

‘But, it would be wrong 
we ignored what has hap- 
ned at Thurcroft and 
lonkton Hall. 

“It would also be wrong 

this union did not spell 
it and make our position 
lite clear — that we are 
yposed to privatisation, 
hoever the owners may 
e. 
‘Our generation has a 
sponsibility to defend 
hat our forefathers fought 
» achieve. 

‘*We have a right to pro- 
ct not only our generation 
it also future generations 
sainst the atrocities of 
‘ivatisation. 

‘‘I_ would like this con- 
rence to tell me what we 
ave ever achieved without 
king action. We have 
ever been given anything. 

‘‘This is the most impor- 
nt issue we have had to 
ice for many years. We 
ould not only support the 


ree emergency resolu- 
ons, 
‘““We should go away 


om this conference — not 
» do our own thing — but 


Billy Pye, moving for Lan- 
cashire, said: ‘‘We do not 
accept privatisation as in- 
evitable, because Lan- 
cashire Area will not exist if 
privatisation goes ahead,”’’ 
he said. 


*‘Once the coal industry 
passes into private hands, 
the ownership might change 
from month to month and 
therefore no assurance 
given by one prospective 
owner can be believed.’’ 


David Guy, moving the 
North East emergency, 
said: ‘‘Privatisation is an 
issue which we cannot ac- 
commodate in any shape or 
form — it would have dire 
consequences for our 
members.”’ 


Under privatisation, 
there would be dividends in- 
stead of health and safety, 
CISWO would go, research 
and development would go 
— and all the improvements 


Dave Parry. 


that went with them would 
be lost. 

The most devastating ef- 
fect would be pit and 
workshop closures, with no 
redundancy scheme for 
those left in the industry. 

“T’m amazed and sur- 
prised that the Labour Par- 
ty is not leading the charge 
against privatisation of this 
industry,’’ he said. 

Thurcroft delegate Dave 
Parry faced Conference to 
explain his members’ at- 
tempt to buy their pit in an 
effort to reopen it, after 
closure by British Coal. 

Having been given eight 
days notice of closure in 
April, the branch did 
everything they could to 
keep the pit in the review 
procedure, he said, but lost 
the ballot by 50 votes. 

The 200 men now trying 
to keep the pit open were 
not among those who voted 
for closure. 

They were then presented 
with the opportunity, 
through Rotherham Coun- 
cil and the Coalfield Com- 
munities Campaign, to 
reopen Thurcroft as a 
public-sector British Coal 
colliery. 

The council and the CCC 
were ‘‘not city slickers’? — 
their policies were one and 
the same as those of the 
NUM. 

But, since the election 
result, the position at Thur- 
croft had changed — and it 
was only then that they 
looked at the possibility of 


Frank Cave. 


a employee buy-out. 

They wanted as much 
control by the workforce as 
possible ‘‘because we at 
Thurcroft are opposed to 
privatisation,’’ he said. 

‘*All we’re trying to do at 
Thurcroft is get 200 men in 
jobs and give them some 
control over their future.’’ 

Referring to UDM plans 
to buy the industry, general 
secretary Peter Heathfield 
said: ‘‘When Roy Lynk 
goes to visit a pit, I want to 
know what which hat he’ll 
wear — a pit helmet as a 
trade unionist or a top hat 
as a coal owner.’’ 

“‘There are opportunities 
to raise the temperature, to 
raise hostility to privatisa- 
tion,”’ he said, calling for 
the NUM and the Rail, 
Maritime and Transport 
union to form a league to 
fight the sale of both the 
coal and rail industries. 
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Putting the 
case for 
public coal 


FOLLOWING Conference’s unanimous deci- 
sion to resist privatisation in any form, NUM 
leaders have had two meetings with top energy 
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explain his members’ at- 
tempt to buy their pit in an 
effort to reopen it, after 
closure by British Coal. 

Having been given eight 
days notice of closure in 
April, the branch did 
everything they could to 
keep the pit in the review 
procedure, he said, but lost 
the ballot by 50 votes. 

The 200 men now trying 
to keep the pit open were 
not among those who voted 
for closure. 

They were then presented 
with the opportunity, 
through Rotherham Coun- 
cil and the Coalfield Com- 
munities Campaign, to 
reopen Thurcroft as a 
public-sector British Coal 
colliery. 

The council and the CCC 
were ‘‘not city slickers’? — 
their policies were one and 
the same as those of the 
NUM. 

But, since the election 
result, the position at Thur- 
croft had changed — and it 
was only then that they 
looked at the possibility of 


They had an unexpectedly sympathetic hearing from 
European energy commissioner Cardoso e Cunha. 

He supported the union’s move to seek repayment of 
money taken by British Coal in contribution holidays 
from the Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme. 

He gave an assurance that he would investigate the 
question of gas price increases and consider the com- 
parative price of nuclear generated electricity, as com- 
pared with coal, and the whole question of British sub- 
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a employee buy-out. 

They wanted as much 
control by the workforce as 
possible ‘‘because we at 
Thurcroft are opposed to 
privatisation,’’ he said. 

‘*All we’re trying to do at 
Thurcroft is get 200 men in 
jobs and give them some 
control over their future.’’ 

Referring to UDM plans 
to buy the industry, general 
secretary Peter Heathfield 
said: ‘‘When Roy Lynk 
goes to visit a pit, I want to 
know what which hat he’ll 
wear — a pit helmet as a 
trade unionist or a top hat 
as a coal owner.’’ 

“‘There are opportunities 
to raise the temperature, to 
raise hostility to privatisa- 
tion,’’ he said, calling for 
the NUM and the Rail, 
Maritime and Transport 
union to form a league to 
fight the sale of both the 
coal and rail industries. 


Miners’ 
secretary 


DENNIS Skinner MP has 
taken over as secretary of 
the Miners’ Parliamentary 
Group on the retirement 
from Parliament of former 
secretary Alec Eadie, 
general secretary Peter 
Heathfield told delegates. 

He sent best wishes to 
Alec Eadie and his wife 
from Conference. 


Decisions, 


decisions 
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leaders have had two meetings with top energy 


Ue sain as UNOSe OF The 
NUM. 

But, since the election 
result, the position at Thur- 
croft had changed — and it 
was only then that they 
looked at the possibility of 


They had an unexpectedly sympathetic hearing from 
European energy commissioner Cardoso e Cunha. 

He supported the union’s move to seek repayment of 
money taken by British Coal in contribution holidays 
from the Mineworkers’ Pension Scheme. 

He gave an assurance that he would investigate the 
question of gas price increases and consider the com- 
parative price of nuclear generated electricity, as com- 
pared with coal, and the whole question of British sub- 
sidies to the nuclear industry. 

And he accepted the union’s arguments that the need 
for a ‘‘reference price’’ for coal — which would deter 
dumping of artificially cheap imports — was worth con- 


As a result of the meeting, the NUM has now 
established direct links into the Cabinet of the Energy 


In another development, the first meeting since 1983 
between the union and a government representative 
took place shortly after Conference. 

General secretary Peter Heathfield and vice-president 
Frank Cave met coal minister Tim Eggar to explain the 
union’s opposition to privatisation. 

They raised the need to ensure markets for UK coal 
and to develop clean coal technology, the union’s de- 
mand for a fair conciliation arrangement and dangers 
in proposed procedures weakening pit 
deputies’ responsibility for safety. 

They also recalled the appalling record of deaths, in- 
juries and diseases inflicted on miners under private 
ownership and the chaotic state of the industry before 


to raise the temperature, to 
raise hostility to privatisa- 
tion,’’ he said, calling for 
the NUM and the Rail, 
Maritime and Transport 
union to form a league to 
fight the sale of both the 
coal and rail industries. 


Miners’ 
secretary 


DENNIS Skinner MP has 
taken over as secretary of 
the Miners’ Parliamentary 
Group on the retirement 
from Parliament of former 
secretary Alec Eadie, 
general secretary Peter 
Heathfield told delegates. 

He sent best wishes to 
Alec Eadie and his wife 
from Conference. 


Decisions, 
decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not. reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 
MIDLANDS motion, 
amended by North East 
Area, noting that educa- 
tion was one crucial area 


of union work affected by 
cash cuts, affecting the 
politicisation of members, 
and calling for reintroduc- 
tion of nationally funded 
weekend schools, to be 
held six times a year at 


venues rotating around 
the coalfields. Remitted. 


POWER Group demand 
that service bonus be 
substantially increased 
and index-linked. Carried 
unanimously. 
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Thatcherism ts to 
blame for crisis 


Changes in 
East Europe 


THE so-called revolution in Eastern Europe and 

change to free market philosophy led to mass 

unemployment, poverty and a rise of na- 

tionalism, said Frickley delegate John Stones. 
He was moving a . 


—hnot trade unions 


THATCHERISM is responsible for the present deepest economic crisis 
since the Thirties — not the trade unions 


And it is Thatcherism 

which should be outlawed 
— not the unions, said Still- 
ingfleet secretary Mark 
Davies. 
- He was moving York- 
shire’s emergency resolu- 
tion reaffirming total op- 
position to all the Tories’ 
anti-union legislation 
which, from 1979 to the last 
Queen’s Speech, are a viola- 
tion of the UN Charter and 
the ILO Convention. 

The motion, carried 
unanimously, re-iterated 
refusal to co-operate with 
anti-union legislation 
designed to undermine the 
independence and demo- 
cratic rights of trade 
unions. 

And it pledged the union 
to continue to campaign for 
the repeal of all anti-union 
laws, while urging the 
movement to refuse to co- 
operate with laws making 
ineffective the rule books 
and constitutions of trade 
unions, and the democratic 
rights of the members. 

' The Queen’s Speech set 
out plans for a further at- 
tack on the unions, he said. 

The Green Paner ‘‘In- 


Mark Davies. 


responsible. 


‘And it is Thatcherism 
that should be outlawed — 
not trade unions. 


“‘The proposed legisla- 
tion is designed to protect 
and enhance the employers’ 
grip on workers’ lives, while 
reducing the role of trade 
unions to that of friendly 
societies. 

“The new legislation 
vives nower to the Certifica- 


union finances, with fines 
and penalties being imposed 
on officials. 


“There is a proposal to 
periodically review check- 
off, which is nothing less 
than a direct attack on the 
unions’ ability to survive, as 
78 per cent of union 
members pay their subs by 
check-off. 


“In 1980 an eight-point 
plan was devised to resist 
anti trade union legislation. 


‘*As a result of abandon- 
ing that plan, we now need 
a 40-point plan. Let the 
movement take action now, 
before we need an 80-point 
plan.”’ 


Seconding for the North 
East, Alan Marghum said: 
“‘The Tories have brought 
this new respression of our 
rights, they say, to extend 
democracy. 


“Our rule book and the 
rule books of other trade 


unions are far more 
democratic. 
“Tt was mass action 


which stopped the iniquity 
of the poll tax, which got 


Jeff Stubbs. 


Unsocial 
hours 
are a 
sentence 
for life 


WORKERS in the car in- 
dustry have been getting 
time and a third for nights 
for 30 years, Maltby 
delegate Jeff Stubbs told 
Conference. 

He was moving 
Yorkshire’s motion, carried 
unanimously, calling on the 
NEC to negotiate time and 
a third for working unsocial 
hours, in line with other in- 


Yorkshire amendment to a 
Scotland Area motion wel- 
coming the ‘‘democratic 
revolution’? in Eastern 
Europe but expressing deep 
concern at the privation 
caused by unregulated 
market forces and calling 
for ‘‘the same sharp criti- 
que that was directed at 
society in Eastern Europe’’ 
to be forced on world 


capitalism. 
Yorkshire’s successful 
amendment substituted 


“notes the changes’? for 
‘‘welcomes the democratic 
revolution’? and replaced 
“the same sharp critique’ 
with just ‘‘a critique.”’ 

Where the Scotland mo- 
tion called for a ‘‘realign- 
ment of the left’’ in Britain, 
with the labour and trade 
union movement playing an 
‘“important’’ role, York- 
shire’s amendment called 
for ‘‘left unity’’, with a 
“central role’? for the 
movement. 

Where Scotland said such 
realignment would lead to 
‘‘new definitions and 
perspectives of a future 
society,’’ Yorkshire had 
“unity of left and demo- 
cratic forces’’ leading to 
“the possibility of a 
socialist system of society in 
line with Clause 4 of the 


John Stones. 


Labour Party 
Constitution.’ 
John Stones said the 


unamended motion was 
‘“‘fundamentally flawed’’ in 
both welcoming the changes 
to the previous system and 
criticising the system replac- 
ing it. 

The amendment sought 
to take away the critique of 
Eastern Europe and focus it 
instead on world capital- 
ism. 

‘“What we need is a reaf- 
firmation of basic socialist 
commitment,’’ he said. 

“Labour lost the last 
general election because it 
attempted to compromise 
with the capitalist system.’’ 
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And it is Thatcherism 
which should be outlawed 
— not the unions, said Still- 
ingfleet secretary Mark 
Davies. 

He was moving York- 
shire’s emergency resolu- 
tion reaffirming total op- 
position to all the Tories’ 
anti-union legislation 
which, from 1979 to the last 
Queen’s Speech, are a viola- 
tion of the UN Charter and 
the ILO Convention. 

The motion, carried 
unanimously, re-iterated 
refusal to co-operate with. 
anti-union legislation 
designed to undermine the 


independence and demo- 
cratic rights of trade 
unions. 


And it pledged the union 
to continue to campaign for 
the repeal of all anti-union 
laws, while urging the 
movement to refuse to co- 
operate with laws making 
ineffective the rule books 
and constitutions of trade 
unions, and the democratic 
rights of the members. 

The Queen’s Speech set 
out plans for a further at- 
tack on the unions, he said. 

The Green Paper ‘‘In- 
dustrial Relations in the 
Nineties’? had two objec- 
tives — the reduction of 
costs and responses to suc- 
cessful union strategies. 

“Union rights at the 
workplace are seen as a fet- 
ter on profits — you only 
have to look at the fiasco of 
Maastricht to witness that. 

“‘The attack on the trade 
union movement began in 


Mark Davies. 


responsible. 


*‘And it is Thatcherism 
that should be outlawed — 
not trade unions. 


“‘The proposed legisla- 
tion is designed to protect 
and enhance the employers’ 
grip on workers’ lives, while 
reducing the role of trade 
unions to that of friendly 
societies. 

“‘The new legislation 
gives power to the Certifica- 
tion Officer to investigate 


union finances, with fines 
and penalties being imposed 
on officials. 


“There is a proposal to 
periodically review check- 
off, which is nothing less 
than a direct attack on the 
unions’ ability to survive, as 
78 per cent of union 
members pay their subs by 
check-off. 


“In 1980 an eight-point 
plan was devised to resist 
anti trade union legislation. 


‘*As a result of abandon- 
ing that plan, we now need 
a 40-point plan. Let the 
movement take action now, 
before we need an 80-point 
plan.’’ 


Seconding for the North 
East, Alan Marghum said: 
“‘The Tories have brought 
this new respression of our 
rights, they say, to extend 
democracy. 


‘“‘Our rule book and the 
rule books of other trade 


unions are far more 
democratic. 
“Tt was mass action 


which stopped the iniquity 
of the poll tax, which got 
rid of that unjust law.’’ 


Jeff Stubbs. 


Unsocial 
hours 
are a 
sentence 
for life 


WORKERS in the car in- 
dustry have been getting 
time and a third for nights 
for 30 years, Maltby 
delegate Jeff Stubbs told 
Conference. 

He was moving 
Yorkshire’s motion, carried 
unanimously, calling on the 
NEC to negotiate time and 
a third for working unsocial 
hours, in line with other in- 
dustries. 

‘‘And what do we get?’’ 
he asked. ‘‘What do the 
coal board pay us for hav- 
ing a lousy social life, inter- 
rupted sleep patterns, plus a 
tendency to gastro- 
intestinal problems, anxiety 
problems, fatigue and 
depression? 

“‘And don’t forget, this is 
a life sentence — it’s for 
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THE so-called revolution in Eastern Europe and 
change to free market philosophy led to mass 
unemployment, poverty and a rise of na- 


tionalism, said Frickley delegate 


He was moving a 
Yorkshire amendment to a 
Scotland Area motion wel- 
coming the ‘‘democratic 
revolution’? in Eastern 
Europe but expressing deep 
concern at the privation 
eaused by unregulated 
market forces and calling 
for ‘‘the same sharp criti- 
que that was directed at 
society in Eastern Europe’’ 
to be forced on world 


capitalism. 
Yorkshire’s successful 
amendment substituted 


‘notes the changes’? for 
‘‘welcomes the democratic 
revolution’? and replaced 
“the same sharp critique’’ 
with just ‘‘a critique.”’ 

Where the Scotland mo- 
tion called for a ‘‘realign- 
ment of the left’’ in Britain, 
with the labour and trade 
union movement playing an 
‘‘important’’ role, York- 
shire’s amendment called 
for ‘‘left unity’’, with a 
‘“central role’’ for the 
movement. 

Where Scotland said such 
realignment would lead to 
‘new definitions and 
perspectives of a future 
society,’’ Yorkshire had 
“unity of left and demo- 
cratic forces’’ leading to 
“the possibility of a 
socialist system of society in 
line with Clause 4 of the 


John Stones. 


John Stones. 


Labour Party 
Constitution.”’ 
John Stones said the 


unamended motion was 
“fundamentally flawed’’ in 
both welcoming the changes 
to the previous system and 
criticising the system replac- 
ing it. 

The amendment sought 
to take away the critique of 
Eastern Europe and focus it 
instead on world capital- 
ism. 

‘“What we need is a reaf- 
firmation of basic socialist 
commitment,”’ he said. 

“Labour lost the last 
general election because it 
attempted to compromise 
with the capitalist system.’’ 


Save clean coal 


THE union must not sit 
back and wait for the 
government to make the 
next move on clean coal 
technology, said 
Grimethorpe delegate Ken 
Hancock. 
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ineffective the rule books 
and constitutions of trade 
unions, and the democratic 
rights of the members. 

The Queen’s Speech set 
out plans for a further at- 
tack on the unions, he said. 

The Green Paper ‘‘In- 
dustrial Relations in the 
Nineties’? had two objec- 
tives — the reduction of 
costs and responses to suc- 
cessful union strategies. 

‘Union rights at the 
workplace are seen as a fet- 
ter on profits — you only 
have to look at the fiasco of 
Maastricht to witness that. 

‘The attack on the trade 
union movement began in 
the Seventies with a pro- 
paganda offensive which 
blamed trade unions for all 
the economic ills that faced 
the country. 

“‘The Tories are proud to 
proclaim that they have 
tamed the unions, with 
strike and industrial action 
figures at an all-time low. 

“If that is the case, the 
question has to be put — 
who is responsible for the 
present and deepest 
economic crisis that this 
country has had to face 
since the Thirties? 

‘“*“Deep recession, 
unemployment in excess of 
three million, inflation out 
of control and a balance of 
payments crisis unparallel- 
ed in the history of this 
country. 

‘““We were the scapegoats 
and the whipping boys for 
capitalist mismanagement 
of the economy. 

“Tt cannot be the trade 
unions now. The truth is 
that it never was the trade 
unions. 

“‘So who is responsible 
now, Mr Major? I will tell 
you Thatcherism is 


t10n IS designed tO protect 
and enhance the employers’ 
grip on workers’ lives, while 
reducing the role of trade 
unions to that of friendly 
societies. 

“The new legislation 
gives power to the Certifica- 
tion Officer to investigate 


“Our rule book and the 
rule books of other trade 


unions are far more 
democratic. 
“Tt was mass action 


which stopped the iniquity 
of the poll tax, which got 
rid of that unjust law.’’ 


YORKSHIRE delegation benches emptied when John 
Evans rose to address Conference on behalf of the 
Labour Party. The party leadership, showing their usual 
sensitivity to miners’ concerns, sent Mr Evans despite 
his role in the Walworth Road Flying Circus which 
debarred NUM nominee Ken Capstick, Stillingfleet 
delegate and Yorkshire Area vice-chairman, from stan- 
ding as Labour parliamentary candidate for Hemsworth, 
following the death of George Buckley MP, who was 


sponsored by the NUM. 


GeCieeate JO OtUVS Lor 
Conference. 

He was moving 
Yorkshire’s motion, carried 
unanimously, calling on the 
NEC to negotiate time and 
a third for working unsocial 
hours, in line with other in- 
dustries. 

‘“‘And what do we get?”’ 
he asked. ‘‘What do the 
coal board pay us for hav- 
ing a lousy social life, inter- 
rupted sleep patterns, plus a 
tendency to gastro- 
intestinal problems, anxiety 
problems, fatigue and 
depression? 

‘*And don’t forget, this is 
a life sentence — it’s for 
the whole of our working 
lives. 

*“Unsocial hours 
payments for a British Coal 
employee make up less than 
2.5 per cent of his income. 

“Put that against the 
average in all industries in 
this country, where shift 
payments make up just 
under 20 per cent of shift- 
workers’ incomes, and you 
can see just how far behind 
we have fallen. 

‘“‘What I’m proposing is 
that if they won’t pay us 
properly for working nights 
— then we don’t work 
nights. 

“I’m suggesting that, 
while not forgetting any of 
our other demands we hang 
our hats on this little resolu- 
tion this year.” 

It would be a limited 
form of action, with limited 
financial damage to the 
membership. 

“Tf it pays off it might 
just get this union all pull- 
ing in the same direction 
again.”’ 

Yorkshire were deman- 
ding the ‘‘princely sum’’ of 
£70 a week shift allowance. 


“new definitions and 
perspectives of a future 
society,’? Yorkshire had 
“unity of left and demo- 
cratic forces’’ leading to 
‘“‘the possibility of a 
socialist system of society in 
line with Clause 4 of the 


Doth, 

‘““What we need is a reaf- 
firmation of basic socialist 
commitment,’’ he said. 

“Labour lost the last 
general election because it 
attempted to compromise 
with the capitalist system.’’ 


Save clean coal 


THE union must not sit 
back and wait for the 
government to make the 
next move on clean coal 
technology, said 
Grimethorpe delegate Ken 
Hancock. 

**If we do, we will see our 
industry die — be it 
privatised or not — because 
the research and develop- 
ment which guarantees our 
future will not be there,’”’ he 
said. 

“The NUM must ensure 
this is not allowed to hap- 
pen, by fighting for what 
already existed — up to 
February — namely the 
clean coal research project 
at Grimethorpe.’’ 

He was moving a 
Yorkshire resolution, car- 
ried unanimously, which 
stated that the coal industry 
needs clean coal technology 
to survive. 

It noted with concern 
that the Grimethorpe Topp- 
ing Cycle had enough 
research money to last only 
one more year, bearing in 
mind the recommendations 
of the Energy Select Com- 
mittee and the Department 
of Energy Coal Task Force. 

And it called on the 
government to support a 
full research programme in 
clean coal technology by a 
demonstration plant based 
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Ken Hancock. 


to apply for EC investment 
aid available for such pro- 
jects. 

“In Britain, development 
in advanced coal combu- 
sion has all but ceased,’’ he 
said. 

‘*The electricity 
generators have announced 
that they will end their fun- 
ding of the Grimethorpe 
project. 

‘In response to this, BC 
said that, without external 
funding, the Grimethorpe 
project would be ended. 

‘‘This will mean that the 
UK, with its considerable 
experience in pressurised 
fluidised bed combustion 
development, will turn its 
back on safe and cost effec- 
tive technology to follow 
the Conservative govern- 
ment’s illogical and 
disastrous energy policy.”’ 


MINERS can no longer af- 
ford to be iil, Maltby 
delegate Ted Millward told 
Conference. 

He was moving a 
Yorkshire resolution calling 
for sick pay of 90 per cent 
of average weekly earnings, 
based on either the in- 
dividual’s previous six mon- 
thly average or the monthly 
national average, whichever 
was most beneficial, and 
without the requirement of 
three waiting days. 


It was carried 


unanimously. 

The present sick pay 
scheme, agreed in 1970 and 
amended in 1978, was un- 
fair and out of date, he 
said. 

‘The present formula for 
calculating benefit is 85 per 
cent of the first £38 per 
week standard grade rate, 
plus 60p for each £1 
thereafter, while for in- 
dividual benefit days the 
rate is one fifth of the week- 
ly rate,’ he said. 

‘*T his payment scheme is 


insufficient and this is why 
we are proposing a sick pay 
scheme for our members of 
90 per cent of their average 
weekly wage, not just their 
basic. pay. 

‘“‘Our proposal for a 
fairer sick pay scheme will 
endeavour to provide a 
small measure of justice to 
our members who are in- 
jured in the workplace and 
consequently lose a_ vast 
proportion of their weekly 
earnings. 

“Our industry is an in- 


dustry noted for accidents 
being commonplace and 
thus, if our members are 
unfortunate enough to 
receive an injury, they will 
inevitably face severe finan- 
cial problems and acute 
economic hardship. 

‘‘Our proposal is just and 
moderate in its aims and 
could go a long way to 
alleviating many of the pro- 
blems our members have to 
contend with while at home 
or in hospital recuperating 
and convalescing from in- 
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juries. 

‘““We have now reached 
the situation where our 
members cannot afford to 
be ill. 

‘“‘This means they don’t 
take the correct time to 
recuperate after injuries. 

“The money paid to 
them through the present 
sick pay scheme does not 
adequately compensate 
them, help them to pay the 
bills and make it possible 
for them to stop at home 
and recover properly.”’ 


Ted Millward. 


There's more than one 
Maxwell in this world 


WOULDN'T it be a disgrace if Maxwell’s smear 
campaign against the NUM leadership was 
financed with money stolen from the Mirror pen- 
sioners, said Riccall’s John Millar. 


Rescue 
brigades 


He was moving a suc- 
cessful Yorkshire Resolu- 
tion on the Mineworkers’ 
Pension Scheme. 

It called for immediate 
legislation restoring the 
original agreement and 
trust deeds in force before 
amendments imposed by 
British Coal and govern- 
ment legislation. 

Such new legislation 
should above all ensure that 
all trustees were con- 
tributors or beneficiaries of 
the scheme, said the mo- 


. 
yk aes 


John Millar. | 


businessmen. 

“‘The natural greed of 
such types will always mean 
that our interests can never 
be served properly. 

‘‘Legislation is urgently 
required to ensure that such 
fiascos can never happen 
again.”’ 


George Bolton, moving 
the Scotland Area amend- 
ment, said: ‘‘I would sug- 
gest the present system 
guarantees accountability 
because the current trustees 
are NEC members and have 
to fight on the MPS for 
NEC decisions. 


“If they don’t they are 
removed forthwith and 
that’c a nowerful kind oaf 


FUNDAMENTAL changes in workers’ safety 
legislation will come into force at the beginning 
of next year because of EC legislation, said 
Wistow delegate Ken Rowley. 


He was seconding a Notts 
amendment to a Scotland 
Area motion calling for the 
union to be actively involv- 
ed in any discussions on 
safety matters associated 
with changes in mining 
legislation. 

The resolution was car- 
ried, with the amendment, 
which tied the motion to 
policy decided by last year’s 
Conference. 

Ken Rowley said that on 
1 January 1993, the EC’s 
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Was TOst DCTICTICIdl, All 
without the requirement of 
three waiting days. 


It was carried 


aiviauadl 
rate is one fifth of the week- 
ly rate,’ he said. 
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‘*T his payment scheme is 


LUMSCQUCTILITY IOS a Vaotl 
proportion of their weekly 
earnings. 


*‘Our industry is an in- 


UICITS OUT TMOMLOCTS Dave tO 
contend with while at home 
or in hospital recuperating 
and convalescing from in- 
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bills and make it possible 
for them to stop at home 


and recover properly.’’ 


Ted Millward. 


There's more than one 
Maxwell in this world 


WOULDN'T it be a disgrace if Maxwell’s smear 
campaign against the NUM leadership was 
financed with money stolen from the Mirror pen- 
sioners, said Riccall’s John Millar. 


Rescue 
brigades 
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Derek Wilson. 


OFFERS of a WPIS job to 
rescue brigadesmen 
reaching age 45 or failing a 
medical should not be used 
to poach them to COSA 
said Yorkshire rescue 
brigadesmen Derek Wilson. 

He was seconding a 


COS A enasnalissiam ranlliianna fan 


He was moving a suc- 
cessful Yorkshire Resolu- 
tion on the Mineworkers’ 
Pension Scheme. 

It called for immediate 
legislation restoring the 
original agreement and 
trust deeds in force before 
amendments imposed by 
British Coal and govern- 
ment legislation. 

Such new legislation 
should above all ensure that 
all trustees were con- 
tributors or beneficiaries of 
the scheme, said the mo- 
tion. 

It should also ensure that 
the MPS surplus was used 
to provide pensions to be 
paid to all MPS members at 
age 50 and pensionable ear- 
nings to sixtieths to all reci- 
pients. 

A Scotland Area amend- 
ment seeking to remove the 
sentence ensuring that all 
trustees were contributors 
or beneficiaries, was 
defeated on a card vote. 

“‘Only a couple of years 
ago, a certain man was 
financing one of the most 
vicious attacks on the NUM 
and its leadership that has 
ever been suffered in the 
history of our movement,’’ 
said John Millar. 


‘‘Wouldn’t. it bea 


John Millar. 


the vast sums of money in- 
volved. 

**T would remind 
delegates that it only took 
one vote from one so-called 
trustee to vote away £450 
million of miners’ deferred 
wages. 

‘*How can it be right that 
one person can have such 
vast amounts of money at 
his disposal and give it away 
when it belongs to someone 
else? 

“How can it be right for 
someone who has no in- 
terest in the scheme of his 
own — in other words not a 
beneficiary — to present on 
a plate to the employer 
millions and millions of 
pounds owed by someone 


businessmen. 

“The natural greed of 
such types will always mean 
that our interests can never 
be served properly. 

“Legislation is urgently 
required to ensure that such 
fiascos can never happen 
again.’’ 


George Bolton, moving 
the Scotland Area amend- 
ment, said: ‘‘I would sug- 
gest the present system 
guarantees accountability 
because the current trustees 
are NEC members and have 
to fight on the MPS for 
NEC decisions. 


“If they don’t they are 
removed forthwith and 
that’s a powerful kind of 
accountability.’ 

Joe Wills, Midlands 
Area, supporting Scotland 
said: ‘‘I don’t think there’s 
a better scheme anywhere in 
the world, though we will 
always disagree with the 
board taking the surplus. 


‘*T think the deal we have 
just done is a good deal.”’ 


Maltby secretary Ted 
Millward, opposing 
Scotland’s amendment, 


said Yorkshire’s resolution 
had nothing to do with say- 
ing the present trustees were 
not doing a good job. 
‘*It’s to do with the Max- 
well syndrome and _ the 
UDM syndrome, voting to 
get rid of our members’ 


FUNDAMENTAL changes in workers’ safety 


legislation will come into force at the beginning 
of next year because of EC legislation, said 
Wistow delegate Ken Rowley. 
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Ken Rowley. 


Decisions, 
decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 
LANCASHIRE motion 
reaffirming commitment 


to all colleagues still vic- | 


timised by the state and 
BC for their actions defen- 
ding jobs and com- 
munities during and after 
the 1984-85 dispute and 
recognising the victimisa- 
tion of many other 


He was seconding a Notts 
amendment to a Scotland 
Area motion calling for the 
union to be actively involv- 
ed in any discussions on 
safety matters associated 
with changes in mining 
legislation. 

The resolution was car- 
ried, with the amendment, 
which tied the motion to 
policy decided by last year’s 
Conference. 

Ken Rowley said that on 
1 January 1993, the EC’s 
Article 118a, dealing with 
workers’ safety, would 
come into force. 

It would involve a set of 
directives, each with a code 
of practice guidance note, 
making it a very com- 
plicated issue to deal with. 

Some of these would no 
doubt benefit our members, 
he said. For example, Sec- 
tion 123 inspectors would 
have additional rights. 

‘*But there will be certain 
parts of it which will not 
benefit our members,’”’ he 
said. 

“In my view the most 
fundamental change will be 
the change in the manager’s 
duties and obligations,’’ he 
said. 

‘‘TJnder the Mines and 
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OFFERS of a WPIS job to 
rescue brigadesmen 
reaching age 45 or failing a 
medical should not be used 
to poach them to COSA 
said Yorkshire rescue 
brigadesmen Derek Wilson. 


He was seconding a 
COSA resolution calling for 
a full-time rescue 
brigadesman to be offered 
mortgage assistance and a 
WPIS job at a pit of his 
choice, on attaining 45 or 
failing a medical. 


“‘T believe this resolution 
will give confidence to our 
members, by showing that 
the union is prepared to 
give support to winning the 
security they require,’’ he 
said. 

‘“We only hope that this 
particular part of the 
resolution, dealing with the 
automatic offer of a WPIS 
job, is not a recruiting drive 
by COSA, to poach 
members. 

“I do not believe this to 
be the case — but it needs to 
be said.’’ 


British Coal and govern- 
ment legislation. 

Such new legislation 
should above all ensure that 
all trustees were con- 
tributors or beneficiaries of 
the scheme, said the mo- 
tion. 

It should also ensure that 
the MPS surplus was used 
to provide pensions to be 
paid to all MPS members at 
age 50 and pensionable ear- 
nings to sixtieths to all reci- 
pients. 

A Scotland Area amend- 
ment seeking to remove the 
sentence ensuring that all 
trustees were contributors 
or beneficiaries, was 
defeated on a card vote. 

““Only a couple of years 
ago, a certain man was 
financing one of the most 
vicious attacks on the NUM 
and its leadership that has 
ever been suffered in the 
history of our movement,”’ 
said John Millar. 

‘“‘Wouldn’t it be a 
disgrace if money used to 
finance Maxwell’s smear 
compaign had been stolen 
from Mirror pensioners for 
that purpose? 

‘In fact, is it not a scan- 
dal that the law in respect of 
pension funds allowed 
Maxwell to dip his grubby 
hands into the wages set 
aside — by people who have 
worked all their lives — to 
provide for their old age. 

‘““Anyone who _ believes 
that there is only one Max- 
well type in this world must 
still believe in Father 
Christmas. 

‘‘Maxwell may be the 
prototype — but he is not’ 
the only type. 

‘*The present system is wide 
open to all kinds of abuse, 
especially when one looks at 


John Millar. 


the vast sums of money in- 
volved. 

*‘T would remind 
delegates that it only took 
one vote from one so-called 
trustee to vote away £450 
million of miners’ deferred 
wages. 

‘*How can it be right that 
one person can have such 
vast amounts of money at 
his disposal and give it away 
when it belongs to someone 
else? 


‘*How can it be right for 
someone who has no in- 
terest in the scheme of his 
own — in other words not a 
beneficiary — to present on 
a plate to the employer 
millions and millions of 
pounds owed by someone 
else? I find that completely 
immoral. 


‘“When the same man an- 
nounces — only a day or 
two later — that the 
organisation he leads is in- 
terested in buying the in- 
dustry, the taste left in the 
mouth can only be describ- 
ed as compost flavoured. 

‘In fact when one con- 
siders the prospect of 
privatisation and some of 
the characters who might 
find it attractive to buy the 
industry to suck the blood 
out of the MPS, the entire 
scenario gets more and 
more like a late-night hor- 
ror movie. 

“The Maxwell affair 
demonstrates that our 
money can never be best 
cafed!'> TOP sby © ‘big 
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because the current trustees 
are NEC members and have 
to fight on the MPS for 
NEC decisions. 


“If they don’t they are 
removed forthwith and 
that’s a powerful kind of 
accountability.”’ 


Joe Wills, Midlands 
Area, supporting Scotland 
said: ‘‘I don’t think there’s 
a better scheme anywhere in 
the world, though we will 
always disagree with the 
board taking the surplus. 


‘*T think the deal we have 
just done is a good deal.”’ 


Maltby secretary Ted 
Millward, opposing 
Scotland’s amendment, 
said Yorkshire’s resolution 
had nothing to do with say- 
ing the present trustees were 
not doing a good job. 


“It’s to do with the Max- 
well syndrome and _ the 
UDM syndrome, voting to 
get rid of our members’ 
money,”’ he said. 

‘‘Nobody knows what’s 
going to happen in this in- 
dustry or what this govern- 
ment’s going to do.’’ 

Only beneficiaries and 
contributors should decide 
what happened to their 
money, he said. 

‘‘Those people are quite 
capable of looking after 
their own money — and ina 
better way than British Coal 
trustees.’’ 


General secretary Peter 
Heathfield said: ‘‘Robert 
Maxwell did me no favours 
in his lifetime, but in his 
death he did us the favour 
of bringing pension law to 
public attention. 

‘“‘The most important 
thing about this resolution 
is that it’s on the agenda.”’ 


Ken Rowley. 


Decisions, 
decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 
ference not reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 
LANCASHIRE motion 
reaffirming commitment 
to all colleagues still vic- 
timised by the state and 
BC for their actions defen- 
ding jobs and com- 
munities during and after 
the 1984-85 dispute and 
recognising the victimisa- 
tion of many other 
workers. It called on the 
next Labour government 
to repeal any legislation 
allowing employers to 
sack workers for trade 
union activities or actions 
during a dispute and to 
reinstate all workers 
dismissed for union ac- 
tivities under Tory rule 
and to force all relevant 
employers to pay compen- 
‘sation to those victimised 
workers. Carried 
unanimously. 
LANCASHIRE Area mo- 
tion registering disgust at 
British Coal substantially 
reducing a member’s set- 
tlement for industrial 
deafness if paid to his 
widow and calling for pay- 
ment of an equal sum. 
Carried unanimously. 


The resolution was car- 
ried, with the amendment, 
which tied the motion to 
policy decided by last year’s 
Conference. 

Ken Rowley said that on 
1 January 1993, the EC’s 
Article 118a, dealing with 
workers’ safety, would 
come into force. 

It would involve a set of 
directives, each with a code 
of practice guidance note, 
making it a very com- 
plicated issue to deal with. 

Some of these would no 
doubt benefit our members, 
he said. For example, Sec- 
tion 123 inspectors would 
have additional rights. 

‘But there will be certain 
parts of it which will not 
benefit our members,” he 
said. 

“In my view the most 
fundamental change will be 
the change in the manager’s 
duties and obligations,’’ he 
said. 

“Under the Mines and 
Quarries Act the Manager 
comes under absolute 
obligations.”’ 

Under the new changes 
those obligations were 
qualified by the phrase “*..s 
far as is reasonably prac- 
ticable,’’ he said. 

‘*I’m led to believe legally 
that the manager on the one 
hand assesses a danger and 
on the other hand he looks 
at other considerations, for 
example, the size of that 
danger, how many people 
may be exposed to it, the 
cost of putting right that 
danger and the cost in lost 
production. 

“He will then make a 
decision on what to do, 
bearing that in mind, which 
gives him plenty of 
leeway.’’ 
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ieee Even Rothschild say intervene to get contracts 


decisions 


DECISIONS of Con- 


ference not reported 
elsewhere were as follows: 


NORTH EAST Area mo- 
tion deploring BC and 
government attempts to 
dilute statutory health and 
safety provisions and 
seeking stronger legal 
deterrents enabling the 
union to pursue criminal 
proceedings through the 
courts, particularly where 
senior management, direc- 
tors or BC have caused 
death through recklessness 
or negligence. Carried 
unanimously. 


NORTH EAST Area mo- 
tion seeking a compensa- 
tion scheme for members 
suffering vibration white 
finger, with instruction to 
take court proceedings to 
establish compensation 
precedent, should BC fail 
to respond. Carried 
unanimously. 


LEICESTER and LAN- 
CASHIRE composite call- 
ing for redundant miners’ 
concessionary fuel entitle- 
ment to be based on years’ 
service rather than age and 
for retired members and 
widows to have the same 
entitlement as _ serving 
workers for life. Carried 
unanimously. 


SCOTLAND motion 
noting belt fires as one of 


minina’c craatact dangarc 


EVEN the government’s own advisers 
Rothschild say they should intervene 
to to get long-term high-take con- 
tracts for the coal industry. 

But they consistently refuse, 
delegates were told by Frank Dobson, 
then shadow energy secretary, now 
shadow employment secretary. 

‘‘Britain’s coal industry is the most 
efficient in the European Communi- 
ty,’’ he said 


““We need a large deep-mined coal 
industry in Britain. The alternatives 
are more coal imports, more burning 
of natural gas, more orimulsion, 
more nuclear power and more open- 
casting.’’ 

Coal imports had risen from just 
four million tonnes in the early 1980s 
to 20 million tonnes last year, he said 
— and were set to rise to 35 million 
tonnes. 


Heathfield’s farewell 


VILIFICATION and character assassination by 
the mass media took more out of retiring general 
secretary Peter Heathfield than the 12 months of 
the strike, he told Conference in an emotional 


farewell. 
Every NUM Area — and 


With 30 years reserves of gas and 
300 years of coal, burning gas in 
power stations was an act of theft 
from future generations. 

Generators justified burning gas 
because it was a clean fuel — so how 
could they justify importing a dirty 
fuel like orimulsion? 

Apart from the dangers of nuclear 
power, it was more expensive than 
any other. 

Every customer had to pay an 11 
per cent surcharge on their electricity 
bills to keep nuclear power stations 
operating, while coal-fired stations 
stood idle. 

Opencasting now produced about 
20 million tonnes a year. It was 
cheaper to buy only because local 
communities had to pay ‘‘the cost of 
its ugliness, dirt, danger and threat to 
health,’’ he said. 


the Justice for Mineworkers 
Campaign — sent a delegate 
to the rostrum to pay 
tribute to his record as 
general secretary and before 
he was elected to that post 
in 1984. 


Then he had intended 
retiring after five years, at 
age 60 — but he stayed on to 
clear his name after the Dai- 
ly Mirror and Cook Report 
published a series of wild 


the Fraud Squad and the 
receiver to the Certification 
Officer, the Commissioner 
of Trade Unions and the In- 
land Revenue.”’ 

President Arthur Scargill 
said: ‘‘No words of mine 
can do justice to Peter 
Heathfield’s integrity, 
loyalty and courage.”’ 

Yorkshire miners’ 
general secretary Ken 
Homer, revealing that he 
would be invited to a future 


‘All this has led to the headlong 
programme of pit closures. Together 
with privatisation, these policies 
would leave Britain with as few as a 
dozen pits. 

“‘To give any guarantee for the 
future, the coal industry needs long- 
term high-take contracts with the 
privatised generators. 

‘*To get that, the government must 
intervene. Even Rothschild, the 
government’s merchant banker said 
they should intervene. 

‘“Wakeham refused. Some people 
thought Heseltine would be different. 

‘‘He says he’s in favour of in- 
tervention in industry. But he doesn’t 
actually get round to doing anything. 

‘*He’s like the man who promised 
every assistance short of actual help. 

“‘When I was a lad in Yorkshire, 
the girls used to describe his sort as 
‘all mouth and trousers’.’’ 


Frank Dobson. 
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“He says he’s in favour of in- 
tervention in industry. But he doesn’t 


wie 


Frank Dobson. 


NORTH EAST Area mo- 
tion seeking a compensa- 
tion scheme for members 
suffering vibration white 
finger, with instruction to 
take court proceedings to 
establish compensation 
precedent, should BC fail 
to respond. Carried 
unanimously. 


LEICESTER and LAN- 
CASHIRE composite call- 
ing for redundant miners’, 
concessionary fuel entitle- 
ment to be based on years’ 
service rather than age and 
for retired members and 
widows to have the same 
entitlement as _ serving 
workers for life. Carried 
unanimously. 


SCOTLAND motion 
noting belt fires as one of 
mining’s greatest dangers 
and insisting on 
maintenance of belts to 
acceptable standards, suf- 
ficient manpower to en- 
sure belts are kept free of 
fires, training and retrain- 
ing of men associated with 
belt work in all aspects of 
fire fighting equipment, 
and full training in safe 
operation of monitoring 
equipment. Carried. 


POWER Group call for 
negotiations with the next 
Labour government to 
abolish the Commissioner 
for Trade Union Rights. 

Remitted. 


LANCASHIRE call for 
an inquiry into the in- 
creasing number of min- 
ing fatalities, injuries and 
near misses, when the 


Heathfield’s farewell 


VILIFICATION and character assassination by 
the mass media took more out of retiring general 
secretary Peter Heathfield than the 12 months of 
the strike, he told Conference in an emotional 


farewell. 


Every NUM Area — and 
the Justice for Mineworkers 
Campaign — sent a delegate 
to the rostrum to pay 
tribute to his record as 
general secretary and before 
he was elected to that post 
in 1984. 


Then he had intended 
retiring after five years, at 
age 60 — but he stayed on to 
clear his name after the Dai- 
ly Mirror and Cook Report 
published a series of wild 
allegations against both na- 
tional officials. 


‘*All the false allegations 
have been disproved and 
disposed of,’’ he told Con- 
ference. ‘‘My name is 
cleared and it is time for me 
to go. 

“That vilification and 
character assassination 
took more out of me than 
the 12 months of the 
miners’ strike. I have aged 
15 years in the past five. 

“Every agency of the 
state was directed at Arthur 
Scargill and myself — from 


the Fraud Squad and the 
receiver to the Certification 
Officer, the Commissioner 
of Trade Unions and the In- 
land Revenue.”’ 

President Arthur Scargill 
said: ‘‘No words of mine 
can do justice to Peter 
Heathfield’s integrity, 
loyalty and courage.”’ 

Yorkshire miners’ 
general secretary Ken 
Homer, revealing that he 
would be invited to a future 
Area Council meeting, add- 
ed: ‘‘‘We’ve lost a comrade 
— there will be one less of 
us.”’ 

Area chairman Frank 
Cave, who worked 
alongside him as _ national 
vice president for the past 
12 months, said: ‘‘I’d like 
to thank Peter for the 
assistance and _ considera- 
tion he’s shown towards 
me. 

“I'd also like to thank 
him for the magnificent 
work he’s done for this 
union over a great many 
years.”’ 


Yorkshire delegates join the standing ovation to honour Peter Heathfield, pictured below 


with his farewell gift from the union, a hi-fi system. 


The grim reality behind 
talk of classless society 


RODNEY Bickerstaffe painted a grim picture of the reality behind John 
Major’s ‘‘classless society’? when he addressed Conference. 


The NUPE general 
secretary was invited in his 
capacity this year as TUC 
president. 

“‘This classless society 
we’re moving towards,”’ he 
said. ‘‘Do you feel dif- 
ferent? 

““As we surge towards a 
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problem. But for the pen- 
sioners, young unemployed 
and homeless it’s a different 
kettle of fish. 

‘He wants a nation at 
ease with itself. I trust we 
never will have anything 
like Los Angeles — a dread- 
ful situation. 


6.6 Bnknd anim’. dado alacant 


WIGOWS TO Nave Unie same 
entitlement as serving 
workers for life. Carried 
unanimously. 


SCOTLAND motion 
noting belt fires as one of 
mining’s greatest dangers 
and insisting on 
maintenance of belts to 
acceptable standards, suf- 
ficient manpower to en- 
sure belts are kept free of 
fires, training and retrain- 
ing of men associated with 
belt work in all aspects of 
fire fighting equipment, 
and full training in safe 
operation of monitoring 
equipment. Carried. 


POWER Group call for 
negotiations with the next 
Labour government to 
abolish the Commissioner 
for Trade Union Rights. 
Remitted. 


LANCASHIRE call for 
an inquiry into the in- 
creasing number of min- 
ing fatalities, injuries and 
near misses, when the 
number of pits and 
mineworkers was decreas- 
ing. Call for an investiga- 
tion into and improve- 
ment of BC’s reporting of 
accident statistics, with a 
working party to be set up 
under the guidance of the 
Health and Safety Ex- 


ecutive. Carried 
unanimously. 
NOTTS Area demand that 


the powers of Section 123 
inspectors be enhanced on 
to a par with HMI, giving 
them the authority to 
force management to 
follow up reports made 
jduring 123 inspections. 

, ner unanimously. 


Then he had intended 
retiring after five years, at 
age 60 — but he stayed on to 
clear his name after the Dai- 
ly Mirror and Cook Report 
published a series of wild 
allegations against both na- 
tional officials. 


‘*All the false allegations 
have been disproved and 
disposed of,’’ he told Con- 
ference. ‘‘My name is 
cleared and it is time for me 
to go. 

‘‘That vilification and 
character assassination 
took more out of me than 
the 12 months of the 
miners’ strike. I have aged 
15 years in the past five. 

“Every agency of the 
state was directed at Arthur 
Scargill and myself — from 


can do- justice to Peter 
Heathfield’s integrity, 
loyalty and courage.”’ 

Yorkshire miners’ 
general secretary Ken 
Homer, revealing that he 
would be invited to a future 
Area Council meeting, add- 
ed: ‘‘‘We’ve lost a comrade 
— there will be one less of 
us.”’ 

Area chairman Frank 
Cave, who- worked 
alongside him as _ national 
vice president for the past 
12 months, said: ‘‘I’d like 
to thank Peter for the 
assistance and _ considera- 
tion he’s shown towards 
me. 

“Td also like to thank 
him for the magnificent 
work he’s done for this 
union over a great many 
years.”’ 


Yorkshire delegates join the standing ovation to honour Peter Heathfield, pictured below 
with his farewell gift from the union, a hi-fi system. 


The grim reality behind 
talk of classless society 


RODNEY Bickerstaffe painted a grim picture of the reality behind John 
Major’s ‘‘classless society’? when he addressed Conference. 


The NUPE general 
secretary was invited in his 
capacity this year as TUC 
president. 

“This classless society 
we’re moving towards,”’ he 
said. ‘‘Do you feel dif- 
ferent? 

““As we surge towards a 
nation at ease with itself, do 
you feel changed? Neither 
do I. 

“One per cent of the 
population owns 20 per cent 
of the wealth — June 1992 
— fact. 

“‘The bottom 50 per cent 
owns only six per cent of 


the wealth. We’ve got 
three million-plus 
unemployed. Classless 
society? 


‘““We’ve got ten million 
low paid people out of a 
workforce of 27 million. 

““We’ve got people doing 
jobs in the public services, 
that most of us aren’t 
prepared to do, taking 
home less than £95 a week. 

“*It’s an absolute disgrace 


Rodney Bickerstaff. 


in one of the richest nations 
in the world. 

‘‘And there are people on 
£60 an hour — £180.000 a 
year — telling me that Bri- 
tain can’t afford £3.40 as a 
minimum wage for every 
man or woman, black or 
white, young and old. 

“It’s all right for the 
judges and generals — no 


problem. But for the pen- 
sioners, young unemployed 
and homeless it’s a different 
kettle of fish. 

‘“‘He wants a nation at 
ease with itself. I trust we 
never will have anything 
like Los Angeles — a dread- 
ful situation. 

“I’m not being alarmist, 
I don’t make any pro- 
phecies, but in a nation 
where what the Euro-people 
call social cohesion isn’t 
there, the alternative is 
social disintegration. 

‘When you get a divided 
nation such as we’ve got, an 
increasing underclass of 
people, there has to be 
eventually a price paid for 
that sort of society. 

‘*What have we got at the 
moment? A lot of talk 
about lotteries for a start. 

‘“We’ve already got a lot- 
tery — it’s a lottery if you 
get to hospital, it’s a lottery 
if you get a bed, it’s a lot- 
tery if you get better, it’s a 
lottery if you live or die.”’ 
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YOU can use this diagram for either the QUICK or 
CRYPTIC clues, but the answers in each case are different. 


WIN yourself a tenner. The 
prize will be awarded to the 
sender of the first correct 
cryptic solution drawn at noon 
on Thursday, 3 September. 


ENTRANTS must be members of the NUM Yorkshire Area, or 
their immediate families. Post your entries to the editor, Yorkshire 
Miner, 2 Huddersfield Road, Barnsley S70 2LS. 


CRYPTIC CLUES 
Down 
1 Fasten on the case 
endlessly (6) 
2 Was attracted when 
conducted round ancient 


Across 
1 A passion burning (6) 
4 Compensate a method of 
printing (6) 
10 Refuses but reduces the 


volume (5,4) city (5) 
11 The extent of the cooking 3 Mother’s quarrel with a 
stove (5) dog (7) 


12 Fishy sort of apple? (7) 
13 Fuel splashed around 
rough sea became tranquil 


(7). 


5 Know in advance most of 
the wood with ease, we 
hear (7) 

6 Rogue issue from a 


SUBSCRIBE! | 


@ a unique 
monthly report of 
the discussions 
and decisions of 
the Labour Party 
national executive 


@ arguing the 
case for an 
alternative 
economic policy 
based on detailed 
analysis of the 
British and 
international 
economy 


@ on the spot reports from socialists and trade unionists 
supporting democratic socialism and opposing the 
introduction of capitalism in the ex-USSR and East Europe 
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Ken Livingstone, MP, Socialist Campaign Group News, 
P.O. Box 188, London, SW1A 0SG 


Reap the 


peace dividend 


We need to pull British industry and services out of a Cold War driven 
economy and into recovery and prosperity. 


CND Is working to redirect our taxpayers’ money from the dead - end arms 


industry into more socially useful products. 
We can only do this with your help. 


for jobs not bombs ..... join CND 


Q Yes I wish to join CND 
O Before I join CND, please send me your free information pack 


Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Miss 
Address 
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CALLING ALL TRADE 
UNIONISTS — READ 


worried about a problem at work? 
not happy with the way your 
union’s going? 

facing job loss or already 
unemployed? 


Trade Union News takes on all these issues and many 
more. A national paper that stays close to the 
membership, Trade Union News aims to reach across 
regions, industries and sectors to bring together trade 
unionists looking for a way forward for the movement 
and a way out of many of the problems facing us. 


Trade Union News carries up-to-date news and 
information on all issues of concern to the trade union 
movement. However, we aim to be more than just a 
newspaper. As well as pushing for maximum support 
for all trade unionists involved in struggle, we aim to 
promote much needed discussion and debate in the 
movement. Towards this, we publish a_ regular 
‘Thinkpiece’ column for trade unionists to put forward 
their views. 


Trade Union News is produced by a non-aligned group 
of trade unionists. Our launch issue was published on 1 
May 1991. At present the paper is published every two 
months, but we hope to go monthly if support 
continues to increase. Priced at 40p per copy, with 
reductions for orders over 50, the paper is distributed on 
a subscription basis direct to the workplace committee, 
unemployed workers’ centre or other trade union body. 


To order sample copies, ‘bundles’, or just to obtain 
further information, complete the form below and 
return to: 


TUN, c/o 28c BARNSBURY PARK, LONDON N1 1HO 


We would like to order ...... copies of Trade Union News 
Would like more information on Trade Union News...... 


YOU can use this diagram for either the QUICK or 
CRYPTIC clues, but the answers in each case are different. 


WIN yourself a tenner. The 
prize will be awarded to the 
sender of the first correct 
cryptic solution drawn at noon 
on Thursday, 3 September. 


ENTRANTS must be members of the NUM Yorkshire Area, or 
their immediate families. Post your entries to the editor, Yorkshire 
Miner, 2 Huddersfield Road, Barnsley S70 2LS. 


CRYPTIC CLUES 
Down 
1 Fasten on the case 


Across 
1 A passion burning (6) 


4 Compensate a method of 
printing (6) 

10 Refuses but reduces the 
volume (5,4) 

11 The extent of the cooking 
stove (5) 

12 Fishy sort of apple? (7) 

13 Fuel splashed around 
rough sea became tranquil 
(7) 

14 Coin for joint ruler? (4-9) 

16 Dance while tossing the 

caber (8,5) 

Set on fire. (Not 

necessarily the television or 

radio) (7) 

22 No small horse on a nine- 
sided figure (7) 

24 What that chicken will 
include to produce an egg 
(5) 

25 Poll returning in strange 
lingo about lounging about 


2 


endlessly (6) 

2 Was attracted when 
conducted round ancient 
city (5) 

3 Mother’s quarrel with a 
dog (7) 

5 Know in advance most of 
the wood with ease, we 
hear (7) 

6 Rogue issue from a 
shotgun marriage? 
(3,2,1,3) 

7 Voice three times as much 
(6) 

8 Finally in favour of being 
virtuous with everybody 
(3,4,3,3) 

9 Not how team members 
should progress (13) 


15 To have estranged entailed 


a transposition (9) 


17 Stoppage in a 


Hertfordshire town (7) 


(9) 18 City of green (7) 
26 Punishment in this place 19 Only a fraction after the 
of concealment (6) seventh (6) 


27 Messenger with a girl (6) 20 It is puzzling, do not start 
to imagine change (6) 
23 External appearance of the 
said London hospital (5) 


QUICK CLUES 
Down 

1 Divides (6) 

2 French goodbye (5) 
3 Part (7) 


& lergeli collective farm (7) 


Across 
1 Thinly scattered (6) 
4 Brief plan (6) 
10 Strip worn by primitive 
peoples (4-5) 


RBOTECESED GRae 
international 
economy 


@ on the spot reports from socialists and trade unionists 
supporting democratic socialism and opposing the 
introduction of capitalism in the ex-USSR and East Europe 
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Ken Livingstone, MP, Socialist Campaign Group News, 
P.O. Box 188, London, SW1A 0SG 


Reap the 


peace dividend 


We need to pull British industry and services out of a Cold War driven 
economy and Into recovery and prosperity. 


CND is working to redirect our taxpayers’ money from the dead - end arms 
Industry into more socially useful products. 


We can only do this with your help. 


for jobs not bombs ..... join CND 


QO Yes I wish to join CND 
O Before I join CND, please send me your free information pack 
Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Miss 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel no 

Membership rates (please tick): O Household £21, Individual £14,0 
OAPE4, O Youth (under 23) £4,O Unwaged £4. 

I enclose a cheque/ postal order payable to CND. 


Retum this coupon to Alison Williams, CND Free post, 162 Holloway road, London N7 8BR. 
If you live in scotland please retum this form to ScottiahCND, 420 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow G23]D. 

If you live in Wales, please return this form to CND Cymru, Bryn Elityd, Tanygrisiau, 


Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd LL41 3TW. 


Mailing the supporters of other similiar organisations is an 
effective way for CND to recruit new supporters, For this reason, 
CND occasionally exchanges the names of its supporters, though 
individual names are never disclosed. If you wish to be excluded 
from such exchanges, please tick the box.0 


CND 


socialist 


Trade Union News takes on all these issues and many 
more. A national paper that stays close to the 
membership, Trade Union News aims to reach across 
regions, industries and sectors to bring together trade 
unionists looking for a way forward for the movement 
and a way out of many of the problems facing us. 


Trade Union News carries up-to-date news and 
information on all issues of concern to the trade union 
movement. However, we aim to be more than just a 
newspaper. As well as pushing for maximum support 
for all trade unionists involved in struggle, we aim to 
promote much needed discussion and debate in the 
movement. Towards this, we publish a_ regular 
‘Thinkpiece’ column for trade unionists to put forward 
their views. 


Trade Union News is produced by a non-aligned group 
of trade unionists. Our launch issue was published on 1 
May 1991. At present the paper is published every two 
months, but we hope to go monthly if support 
continues to increase. Priced at 40p per copy, with 
reductions for orders over 50, the paper is distributed on 
a subscription basis direct to the workplace committee, 
unemployed workers’ centre or other trade union body. 


To order sample copies, ‘bundles’, or just to obtain 
further information, complete the form below and 
return to: 


TUN, c/o 28c BARNSBURY PARK, LONDON N1 1HO 


We would like to order ...... copies of Trade Union News 
Would like more information on Trade Union News...... 


1/We enclose a donation of £...............06 towards the 
cost of producing Trade Union News 


&/or payment of £............ LOM sys seated copies ordered 
(Cheques payable to ‘Trade Union News’) 

Annual Subscription rates: 

Individual - £5; Five copies per issue - £20; Ten copies 
per issue - £30; £40 for 15; £50 for 20. £10 extra for each 


five copies ordered, with orders over 50 subject to 
special rates. 


Please send me 
my FREE copy 
of socialist 


printing (6) 


10 Refuses but reduces the 


2 


Was attracted when 
conducted round ancient 


volume (5,4) city (5) 

11 The extent of the cooking 3 Mother’s quarrel with a 
stove (5) dog (7) 

12 Fishy sort of apple? (7) 5 Know in advance most of 


13 Fuel splashed around 


rough sea became tranquil 
(7) 


14 Coin for joint ruler? (4-9) 


the wood with ease, we 
hear (7) 

Rogue issue from a 
shotgun marriage? 


16 Dance while tossing the (3,2,1,3) 

caber (8,5) 7 Voice three times as much 
21 Set on fire. (Not (6) 

necessarily the television or 8 Finally in favour of being 

radio) (7) virtuous with everybody 
22 No small horse on a nine- (3,4,3,3) 


sided figure (7) 


24 What that chicken will 


2 


2 
2 


include to produce an egg 
(5) 

5 Poll returning in strange 
lingo about lounging about 
(9) 

6 Punishment in this place 
of concealment (6) 

7 Messenger with a girl (6) 


20 


23 


Not how team members 
should progress (13) 

To have estranged entailed 
a transposition (9) 
Stoppage in a 
Hertfordshire town (7) 
City of green (7) 

Only a fraction after the 
seventh (6) 

It is puzzling, do not start 
to imagine change (6) 
External appearance of the 
said London hospital (5) 


QUICK CLUES 

Across Down 

1 Thinly scattered (6) 1 Divides (6) 

4 Brief plan (6) 2 French goodbye (5) 
10 Strip worn by primitive 3 Part (7) 

peoples (4-5) 5 Israeli collective farm (7) 

11 French port (5) 6 Into that place (9) 
12 Tripper (7) 7 Strong dislike (6) 
13 Musical instrument (7) 8 Smuggler (13) 
14 Making uniform (13) 9 Scapula (8-5) 
16 Fire (13) 15 Pain in the mouth (9) 
21 Feeling embarrassed (7) 17 Handled clumsily (7) 
22 Suit-cases etc. (7) 18 Make more compact (7) 


24 Relating to a place (5) 
25 Distract (9) 
26 With it (6) 


27 Harmony (6) 


20 
23 


Style of dancing (6) 
Sleeveless jacket (6) 
Accumulate (5) 


QO Yes I wish to join CND 

Q Before I join CND, please send me your free information pack 

Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Miss 
Address 


Postcode 
Tel no 
Membership rates (please tick): O Household £21, Q Individual £14,0 
OAP£4, O Youth (under 23) £4,O Unwaged £4. 

I enclose a cheque/ postal order payable to CND. 


Retum this coupon to Alison Williams, CND Free post, 162 Holloway road, London N7 8BR. 
If you live in scotland please retum this form to ScottishCND, 420 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow G2 3]D. 

If you live in Wales, please retum this form to CND Cymru, Bryn Elityd, Tanygrisiau, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog, Gwynedd LL41 3TW. 


Mailing the supporters of other similiar organisations is an 
effective way for CND to recruit new supporters. For this reason, 
CND occasionally exchanges the names of its supporters, though 
individual names are never disclosed. if you wish to be excluded 
from such exchanges, please tick the box.O 


CND 


for the left 


Ue vee 


6%) | 


socialist 


Britain’s leading 
independent newspaper 


POR IN aay 


We would like to order ...... copies of Trade Union News 
Would like more information on Trade Union News...... 


1/We enclose a donation of £..............0065 towards the 
cost of producing Trade Union News 


&/or payment of £............ fOr swesnerne copies ordered 
(Cheques payable to ‘Trade Union News’) 


Annual Subscription rates: 

Individual - £5; Five copies per issue - £20; Ten copies 
per issue - £30; £40 for 15; £50 for 20. £10 extra for each 
five copies ordered, with orders over 50 subject to 
special rates. 


Please send me 
my FREE copy 


of socialist 
@®eee 


the NEW paper 
for the left 


TABI Os ivi cacsapine deieas eeddaeensdl 


LAST MONTH’S 
CRYPTIC SOLUTIONS 

Across: 8 Dishonour, 9 Snail, 10 Retriever, 11 Relic, 12 Pick of th 

Bunch, 15 Uist, 17 Elope, 19 Beta, 21 Pins and Needles, 23, A dar 
24 Pseudonym, 26 Excel, 27 Decorated. , 
Down ! Pile-up, 2 Short-cut, 3 Antelope, 4 June, 5 Ascribe, 6 
Parlance, 7 Blockhead, 13 Thorn, 14 and 16 Suspended Sentence, 
18 Executor, 19 Balmoral, 20 Lamella, 22 Styled, 25 Shed. 


LAST MONTH’S 

QUICK SOLUTIONS 
Across: 8 Proximity, 9 Llama, 10 Paramount, 11 Purge, 12 
Scatter-brained, 15 Tyre, 17 Divan, 19 Tyro, 21 Interpretation, 23 
Lilac, 24 Platitude, 26 Nesta, 27 Condensed. | 
Down: 1 Breaks, 2 Excavate, 3 Imported, 4 Stun, 5 Slipway, 6 
Warranty, 7 Eavesdrop, 13 Revue, 14 Stripling, 16 Ruthless, 18 
Neap-tide, 19 Twisting, 20 Crucial, 22 Nodded, 25 Look. 


LAST months’s £10 prizewinner: David Schofield 
(Grimethorpe), 16A. Wiley Street, Hemsworth. 


SEND FOR 
YOUR FREE 
COPY NOW! 


Send to FREEPOST, Socialist, 9 Cynthia Street, London N1 9BR. 


AdGOSS is i26 is ee 


POSTCODE... on ikcccasisctensbnscen 
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ics 


‘CONSULT 


— 


INSURANCE SERVICES LIMITED 


| TELEPHONE (0742) 75509: 


4 


CONSULT 
W. GERWYN WILLIAMS & | 


UNDERWOOD | 


LOW COST When callin 
moron | Ee alld Ox | eRe" 
INSU RANCE FREE DIAL 1 00 plete have available... 
AND ASK FOR 


Available to all 
employees of the 


e Car make, 
model, year, engine capacity 


Coal Industry and 


A arr @ ALL drivers to be insured: 
their families. 


name, address, date of birth 
previous accident details, 
motoring convictions, 
disabilities. ' 


FREEPHONE 
CIBT MOTORQUOTE 


Remember CIBT Insurance 
Services Ltd remits the whole 
of its profits to the 

Coal Industry 

Benevolent Trust 


@ No claims bonus details 


We hope you will take 


! CIBT INSURANCE SERVICES 
advantage of it. LIMITED., FREEPOST 


SHEFFIELD S1 1AY 


CUT THE COST OF MOTOR INSURANCE... 


SUPPORT 
VICTIMISED MINERS 


There are still miners in Yorkshire Area sacked following the 1984-85 
Strike. 

They are still the responsibility of the Yorkshire Area NUM. Many 
of them have families to keep. We intend to honour our obligation to 
them. 

Our priority is still to win them their jobs. But, while they are shut 
outside the pit gates, we need cash to support them and their 
families. 

All monies for victimised miners should be sent to the Miners’ 
Solidarity Fund, NUM Yorkshire Area, Miners’ Offices, 2 
Huddersfield Road, Barnsley, S70 2LS. 


"| have heard of this 
magazine. It is nothing to do 
with respectable members 
of the Labour Party" - 


Ken Barton, Deputy Leader, Birmingham City Council 


Labour Briefing 


the monthly voice of Labour's independent, unrepentant left 


Yes, | would like to have a look 
at the new Labour Briefing. 
Please send me a free copy: 


Return to: Labour Briefing, 26 Wattisfield Road, London E5 9QH. 
Or phone: 081 985 6597 


i PMGAGQGZINIG., HC to TIUCiy 6 Ur 
H with respectable members 
| of the Labour Party" - 


Ken Barton, Deputy Leader, Birmingham City Council 


LOW COST When calling 

moTOR | Ge auton | Eom se 

INSUHANCE DIAL 100 rst. Labour Briefing 

employees of the AND ASK FOR ® mec EM engine capacity ‘ . 

Coal Industry and PN Ei: ie the monthly voice of Labour's independent, unrepentant left 
their families. FREEPHONE name, address, date of birth 

Remember CIBT Insurance ysis ee tece. 

atitsprofisioihe CIBT MOTORQUOTE) ss" Yes, | would like to have a look 


Coal Industry 


Reneusidat Thiet ci dao apatite at the new Labour Briefing. 
We hope you will take CIBT INSURANCE SERVICES Please send me a free copy: 


advantage of it. ED., FREEPOST, 
SHEFFIELD S1 1AY 


Return to: Labour Briefing, 26 Wattisfield Road, London E5 9QH. 
Or phone: 081 985 6597 


Peal Ole Reel Ee immediately — and report it 
accurately. Even if no compensation claim arises, it helps the union 
keep track of safety questions and act on them where necessary. 


Vege C) = AN®AL@i=m aS soon as possible about any possible 
compensation claim. In the first instance, see your branch 


secretary. 


Cee P-N Qe Wee-wel\emm as Clearly as possible, of events 


leading to the accident, if you decide to persue a claim. Include 
why you think the employer or anyone other than yourself was to 


_ SHEFFIELD S1 1AY 


CUT THE COST OF MOTOR INSU “ala, aie ew oe cr enema 


Or phone: 081 985 6597 


je tk) ae Ae) 8m immediately — and report it 
FO @ W accurately. Even if no compensation claim arises, it helps the union 
keep track of safety questions and act on them where necessary. 


. PACT mele lesa as soon as possible about any possible 
compensation claim. In the first instance, see your branch 


secretary. 


RI | KS Cie. 4 oe Won wat ist\eem as clearly as possible, of events 
leading to the accident, if you decide to persue a claim. Include 
why you think the employer or anyone other than yourself was to 


blame. Provide evidence where possible and get help from your 
secretary if necessary. 


ran 4 = i \\ OL OleF ee Wwith the union until your claim is settled. Help 
where you can in gathering evidence and answering queries, 


Whenever there 1S because your claim will succeed only if it shows the coal board or 


° some other party to be negligent or in breach of statutory duty. 
an accident at 


m5. KEEP SAFE YOUR CERTIFICATES, Mule you will receive 
work, observe these from your branch and the Compensation Department when your 


claim is registered. They prove your claim is registered, they will 


5 golden rules help any new branch official — and they will help the 


Compensation Department in dealing with more than 4,000 cases! 


UUUTTUTUAAERTUUMUAA TTT ee 


4) 


FREE ALL 


POLITICAL PRISONERS 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


International 
solidarity helped 

secure the release 
of Nelson Mandela and 
other political prisoners, 
like Phumlani Nqcunqwane. _ 


Pressure must be maintained 
for the release of a// those 
remaining in prison. 

Phumlani 


Join the campaign organised Re coe 
by the Anti-Apartheid 


Movement.and SATIS. 


x) Island prison 
mi Cin March 1991. 


FREE ALL SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 
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BRUM ALY 


ANNOUNCEMENT ‘ ‘ 


de AL ag al 
ALL FORMER 
MINEWORKERS 


® ARE YOU HARD OF 
HEARING? 


® DID YOU WORKIN A 
NOISY JOB, OR WITH 
NOISY EQUIPMENT? 


YOU MAY BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION! 


For advice and assistance in pursuing a 

claim for compensation, please contact 

your local NUM Branch Secretary, or (if 
your branch is closed): 


4 \ The Compensation Department, 
: NUM (Yorkshire Area), 
Miner ’ Offices, 

2, Huddersfield Road, 

Barnsley S70 2LS 


Tel; (0226) 284006 


International 
solidarity helped 
secure the release 
of Nelson Mandela and 
other political prisoners, 
like Phumlani Nqcunqwane. 


Pressure must be maintained 
for the release of a// those 
remaining in prison. 


Phumlani 
Nqcunqwane 


Join the campaign organised on his release 


by the Anti-Apartheid peck pee ok 
Movement.and SATIS. in March 1991. 


FREE ALL SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 


On 11 February 1990, the world celebrated the release of Nelson Mandela. But left 
behind him were hundreds of fellow political prisoners. Today, more than two and half 
years later, more than 300 are still behind bars. F.W. de Klerk wants to present an image 
of a new South Africa and claims that apartheid is dead. But he continues to imprison 
those who oppose apartheid. Did you know? — 


eF.W. de Klerk has broken the agreement he reached with Nelson Mandela and the 
African National Congress in August 1990 under which all political prisoners would be 
released by 30 April 1991. Over a year later human rights organisations estimate that at 
least 353 are still in prison; 


e Procedures for the release of political prisoners have been cruel and inhumane. In 
many cases where a group of people have been convicted for the same offence, some 
have been released whilst others remain in gaol. Four of the Sharpeville Six have been 
released whilst two are still imprisoned; 


eOppressive restrictions have been imposed on many of those released. Since their 
release, Theresa Ramashamola and Reid Mokoena cannot leave the magisterial district in 
which they reside without authority. They are prohibited from leaving their homes other 
than for purposes of work and organised church or sport events, and are restricted to 
their homes at night: 


SRE Ear C 


® DID YOU WORKIN A 
NOISY JOB, OR WITH 
NOISY EQUIPMENT? 


YOU MAY BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION! 


For advice and assistance in pursuing a 

claim for compensation, please contact 

your local NUM Branch Secretary, or (if 
your branch is closed): 


G\ The Compensation Department, 
NUM (Yorkshire Area), 
Miner ’ Offices, 

2, Huddersfield Road, 
Barnsley S70 2LS 


Tel: (0226) 284006 


REE X-RAY 


SERVICE FOR 


RETIRED AND REDUNDANT 
MINEWORKERS 


Mobile X-Ray units will be at the following 


INQOUTIQWANIG 
on his release 
from Robben 
Island prison 
in March 1991. 


Join the campaign organised 
by the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and SATIS. 


FREE ALL SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 


On 11 February 1990, the world celebrated the release of Nelson Mandela. But left 
behind him were hundreds of fellow political prisoners. Today, more than two and half 
years later, more than 300 are still behind bars. F.W. de Klerk wants to present an image 
of a new South Africa and claims that apartheid is dead. But he continues to imprison 
those who oppose apartheid. Did you know? — 


eF.W. de Klerk has broken the agreement he reached with Nelson Mandela and the 
African National Congress in August 1990 under which all political prisoners would be 
released by 30 April 1991. Over a year later human rights organisations estimate that at 
least 353 are still in prison; 


e Procedures for the release of political prisoners have been cruel and inhumane. In 
many cases where a group of people have been convicted for the same offence, some 
have been released whilst others remain in gaol. Four of the Sharpeville Six have been 
released whilst two are still imprisoned; 


¢ Oppressive restrictions have been imposed on many of those released. Since their 
release, Theresa Ramashamola and Reid Mokoena cannot leave the magisterial district in 
which they reside without authority. They are prohibited from leaving their homes other 
than for purposes of work and organised church or sport events, and are restricted to 
their homes at night; 


Eight people are still on death row for politically related offences; 


° Political trials are continuing. During 1991, 46 people were convicted for political 
offences and there were a further 74 political trials during the first four months of 1992. 


Pressure from campaigns inside and outside South Africa compelled the apartheid 
regime to release Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners. This pressure must be 
maintained if all political prisoners are to be released, and a climate created in which 
free political activity is possible. Help make this happen — join the campaign now! 


| Please send me more information about the Free All Political Prisoners campaign 


Name. 


| Address if 
Postcode 


Organised by the Anti-Apartheid Movement and Southern Africa the 
Imprisoned Saciety (SATIS). Return coupon to: FAPPSA Campaign, 
13 Mandela St, London NW1 ODW. (071) 387 7966 


of this service if you are a former employee 
of the NCB or British Coal, whether or not 
you were employed at the unit concerned. 


Retired and redundant workers are asked to 


2, Huddersfield Road, 
Barnsley S70 2LS 


Tel: (0226) 284006 


FREE X-RAY 


SERVICE FOR 


RETIRED AND REDUNDANT 
MINEWORKERS 


Mobile X-Ray units will be at the following 
collieries on the days specified, particularly 
to serve retired and redundant 
mineworkers: 


ARMTHORPE 12-23 October 
SHAFTON WORKSHOPS 16-18 November 


You are welcome to attend and make use 


attend during the last few days of the 
period, if possible. 
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Yorkshire 


SUBSCRIBE 
to the 
YORKSHIRE MINER 


If you are not a member of the NUM Yorkshire 
Area but want to keep in touch with what is 
happening in our coalfield and our union, take 
out a subscription to the Yorkshire Miner. 


For just £4 (£11 overseas), we will send you 11 
copies of our paper. The subscription just covers 
the cost of postage, plus a small administrative 
charge. 

We welcome the interest and support of our 
friends everywhere. Just complete the attached 
form and send it to The Yorkshire Miner, Miners’ 
Offices, 2 Huddersfield Road, Barnsley S70 2LS. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


oe ee ee 


Name 


| enclose a cheque/ postal order for £4/£11 payable to the NUM 
Yorkshire Area. 
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Limited 
Membership of 
the National 
Union of 
Mineworkers 
Yorkshire Area 


Coming soon: free electricity! 


THE Tories’ economic madhouse 
look set for a bizarre new develop- 
ment, if a leading energy consultancy 
is to be believed. 

According to a report quoted in the 
Financial Times on 20 July, UK elec- 
tricity generators may be forced to 
give away power if generating capaci- 
ty continues its hectic expansion rate. 

They may even have to pay people 
to take their output, said the 
authoritative newspaper, quoting 
from a study published by Oxford 
Economic Research Associates. 

Calling for a fundamental review 
of the regulation of the electricity in- 


dustry and its impact on investment, 
the consultancy examines the effect 
of the dash of new generators into the 
industry since privatisation in 1990. 


Because new generating outfits 
have to produce non-stop to be 
economic and have to honour supply 
contracts to take fuel whether or not 
they need it, they may have to bid 
zero or even negative prices to sell in- 
to the new electricity-trading pool. 


If over-supply creates low pool 
prices, large electricity users will be 
encouraged to buy now, while the 
price is low, further undermining 


what the FT calls ‘‘an orderly con- 
tract market.’’ 

Booming generating capacity is 
blamed on the electricity-trading 
pool’s failure to give ‘‘the right price 
signals.’’ 

In the long term, it warns, electrici- 
ty consumers will pay more because 
of the high cost of gas generation, 
which is driving out coal-fired power 
stations. 

It concludes: ‘‘There is a_ real 
danger of volatile swings in invest- 
ment, detrimental to electricity 
customers.’’ 


Hidden dangers lurking 
in the fuel questionnaire 


RETIRED miners and 
widows are being 
warned by the union of 
dangers associated 
with a questionnaire 
circulated recently to 
those receiving conces- 
sionary fuel. 

The form has been sent 
out by the National Conces- 
sionary Fuel Office, as part 
of their Life Certificate Ex- 
ercise. 

The union are concerned 
that non-serving conces- 
sionaires are in danger of 
losing fuel entitlement if 
they mistakenly answer cer- 
tain questions incorrectly or 
fail to return the form in 


time. 

The two questions caus- 
ing particular concern relate 
to paid work and marital 
status. 

Question three asks: 
“‘Are you working?’’ and 
“If you are working, how 
many hours per week do 
you work?”’’ 

Question six, to be 
answered only by widows or 
widowers of former British 
Coal employees, asks: 
‘*Have you remarried?’’ as 
well as asking for details of 
the date of death of the late 
spouse. 

The union are concerned 
that concessionaires may 
fill in question three incor- 


rectly. 


If they enter ‘‘yes’’ or an 
incorrect number of hours, 
the union fear that British 
Coal will take the oppor- 
tunity of stopping their con- 
cessionary fuel if they ap- 
pear to be working more 
than a certain number of 
hours. 

They are also concerned 
as to British Coal’s attitude 
to the fuel entitlement of 
any concessionaire who has 
remarried. 

There is a further risk to 
concessionaires’ fuel if they 
fail to return the form 
within a certain period. 

Union inquiries have 
revealed that conces- 


sionaries neglecting to 
return a completed form 
will be sent a_ single 
reminder notice. 

If they do not return the 
form within a given period 
of receiving the reminder, 
their fuel or cash in lieu will 
be stopped. 

Any concessionaires who 
are unsure what to do about 
the form should contact 
their branch for advice. 

If their branch is no 
longer functioning — and 
only in such a case — they 
should seek advice from the 
Area union at the Miners’ 
Offices, 2 Huddersfield 
Road, Barnsley S70 2LS 
(tel: 0226-284006). 


Uphill struggle to fund an uphill struggle 


For just £4 (£11 overseas), we will send you 11 
copies of our paper. The subscription just covers 
the cost of postage, plus a small administrative 
charge. 


We welcome the interest and support of our 
friends everywhere. Just complete the attached 
form and send it to The Yorkshire Miner, Miners’ 
Offices, 2 Huddersfield Road, Barnsley S70 2LS. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


a a ee ee ee 


oe ee ee Se 


NOMO .cvcnsish iievacdeedeed sees : 
Address ....... SSPE CLES GoECone SOE a Boric gs Pes 


POSICOGG. ooo cescavsads ences 6 CRRA Se eee 


| enclose a cheque/ postal order for £4/£11 payable to the NUM 
Yorkshire Area. 
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Limited 
Membership of 
the National 
Union of 
Mineworkers 
Yorkshire Area 


LEFT THE COAL 
INDUSTRY? 


WANT TO KEEP 
LINKS WITH 
YOUR UNION? 


Limited Membership of the NUM 
Yorkshire Area is available for former Full 
.Members who satisfy certain conditions, on, 
payment of half the full contribution. 


You are eligible for Limited Membership if 


SE) Ea a Ee Be Se 


PLOTOMNC 


INOSCaPCH AASSUCIATES, 
Calling for a fundamental review 
of the regulation of the electricity in- 


PEICOS, TAPERS CHCCUPICIY USers 
encouraged to buy now, while the 
price is low, further undermining 


WE Ve 
ment, 


Ganger OF VOIAUIC SWINZS IM MVeSt= 
detrimental 
customers.”’ 


to electricity 


Hidden dangers lurking 
in the fuel questionnaire 


RETIRED miners and 
widows are being 
warned by the union of 
dangers associated 
with a questionnaire 
circulated recently to 
those receiving conces- 
sionary fuel. 

The form has been sent 
out by the National Conces- 
sionary Fuel Office, as part 
of their Life Certificate Ex- 
ercise. 

The union are concerned 
that non-serving conces- 
sionaires are in danger of 
losing fuel entitlement if 
they mistakenly answer cer- 
tain questions incorrectly or 
fail to return the form in 


time. 


The two questions caus- 
ing particular concern relate 
to paid work and marital 
status. 

Question three asks: 
**Are you working?’’ and 
“If you are working, how 
many hours per week do 
you work?”’ 

Question six, to be 
answered only by widows or 
widowers of former British 
Coal employees, asks: 
‘“‘Have you remarried?’’ as 
well as asking for details of 
the date of death of the late 
spouse. 

The union are concerned 
that concessionaires may 
fill in question three incor- 


rectly. 


If they enter ‘‘yes’’ or an 
incorrect number of hours, 
the union fear that British 
Coal will take the oppor- 
tunity of stopping their con- 
cessionary fuel if they ap- 
pear to be working more 
than a certain number of 
hours. 

They are also concerned 
as to British Coal’s attitude 
to the fuel entitlement of 
any concessionaire who has 
remarried. 

There is a further risk to 
concessionaires’ fuel if they 
fail to return the form 
within a certain period. 

Union inquiries have 
revealed that conces- 


sionaries neglecting to 
return a completed form 
will be sent a_ single 
reminder notice. 

If they do not return the 
form within a given period 
of receiving the reminder, 
their fuel or cash in lieu will 
be stopped. 

Any concessionaires who 
are unsure what to do about 
the form should contact 
their branch for advice. 

If their branch is no 
longer functioning — and 
only in such a case — they 
should seek advice from the 
Area union at the Miners’ 
Offices, 2 Huddersfield 
Road, Barnsley S70 2LS 
(tel: 0226-284006). 


Uphill struggle to fund an uphill struggle 


THEIR faces say it all — 
Grimethorpe NUM member 
and former Dearne Valley 
delegate Neil Parry, with 
son Andrew, spent Sunday 
5 July cycling twice over 
the Pennines. 


They took on the gruell- 
ing 60-mile ‘‘Two Peaks’ 
ride for the best causes — 
to raise money for the 
poverty-stricken Miraflor 
region, Nicaragua. 


Organisers hope to raise 
£3,000 from the event for 
Miraflor, home of Esteli, 
twin town of Sheffield, 
where the Parrys live. 


a 470 


ro —_-s SY 


who had completed the 
route before, was able to 
tell fellow riders that the 
hills out of Chapel-en-le- 
Frith were far worse. 

They still had 40 miles to 
go at that point and by the 
time they began the long 
haul up to Burbage (right), 
on the way home, the strain 
was really beginning to 
show. 

The sponsorship will help 
the local Sandinista 
council's efforts to increase 
farm productivity by in- 
vesting in new. seed, 
machinery, tree-planting 
and other environmentally 


eee ee a 
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tain questions incorrectly 0 or that concessionaires — may Union inquiries have Road, Barnsley S70 2LS 
fail to return the form in fill in question three incor- revealed that conces- (tel: 0226-284006). 
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Union of 


Mineworkers 
Yorkshire Area 


LEFT THE COAL 
INDUSTRY? 


WANT TO KEEP 
LINKS WITH 
YOUR UNION? 


Limited Membership of the NUM 
Yorkshire Area is available for former Full 
.Members who satisfy certain conditions, on 
payment of half the full contribution. 


You are eligible for Limited Membership if 
you have been a Full Member for no less 
than 12 months are aged less than 60 and 
not in full-time employment and thus 
eligible to join another trade union. 


Limited Membership entitles you to union 
benefits — like Rule 38, funeral benefit, 
convalescent benefit, legal advice and 
representation, social security advice and 
representation — but no longer the right to 
vote in branch and Area elections. Your 
former branch will be able to give you full 
details. 


If you are interested in becoming a limited 
member of the NUM 


contact your former 
branch as soon as 


If your former branch has closed, contact 
the General Secretary, NUM Yorkshire 
Area, Miners’ Offices, 2 Huddersfield 
Road, Barnsley S70 2LS. 


Published by Yorkshire Miner, 2 Huddersfield Road, Barnsley. 


Uphill struggle to fund an uphill struggle 


THEIR faces say it all — 
Grimethorpe NUM member 
and former Dearne Valley 
delegate Neil Parry, with 
son Andrew, spent Sunday 
5 July cycling twice over 
the Pennines. 


They took on the gruell- 
ing 60-mile “Two Peaks” 
ride for the best causes — 
to raise money for the 
poverty-stricken Miraflor 
region, Nicaragua. 

Organisers hope to raise 
£3,000 from the event for 
Miraflor, home of Esteli, 
twin town of Sheffield, 
where the Parrys live. 


They were among 170 
cyclists on the fifth Esteli 
Bike Ride, which took them 
from central Sheffield over 
Snake Pass to Glossop, 
down to Chapel-en-le-Frith, 
then over the hills to 
Castleton and home to 
Sheffield. 

Resting at the top of 
Snake Pass (below), Neil, 


who had completed the 
route before, was able to 
tell fellow riders that the 
hills out of Chapel-en-le- 
Frith were far worse. 

They still had 40 miles to 
go at that point and by the 
time they began the long 
haul up to Burbage (right), 
on the way home, the strain 
was really beginning to 
show. 

The sponsorship will help 
the local Sandinista 
council's efforts to increase 
farm productivity by in- 
vesting in new. seed, 
machinery, tree-planting 
and other environmentally 
sustainable projects. 

The austerity policies of 
the US-backed UNO coali- 
tion, which came to power 
in 1990, have drastically 
eroded the standard of liv- 
ing of Nicaraguan workers 
and peasants, leaving the 
people of Miraflor barely 
able to survive on the land. 

(photos: David Bocking) 
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